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Pollution Prevention

void chlorinated organic solvents; cyanide compounds; and petroleum-based compounds when
there are water-based substitutes

uy drainboards and drip pans to ensure drainage into process baths

hoose closed-loop (i.e., fully enclosed) recycling designs to reduce wastes and worker exposure
ecrease the frequency of equipment cleaning

nsure a neat work environment to prevent spills of toxic chemicals

oster a regular program of pollution prevention auditing

ive employees incentives to find new pollution prevention ideas

ave and use covers for all containers holding fluids that evaporate

nstruct employees in pollution prevention

ust use storage tanks with secondary containment (e.g., double-walled tanks), and have secondary
containment in all loading and unloading areas to prevent uncontrolled releases

eep track of toxic chemical inventories to ensure fewer containers on-site, thereby minimizing spills
and spoilage

abel containers to prevent mistakes that could result in wastes requiring disposal
onitor and maintain the appropriate temperature for heated materials
ever allow leaks to persist

nly use sprays when absolutely necessary, since they waste chemicals through dispersion
(e.g., paint overspray)

reclean parts with physical methods (e.g., squeegees, rags) before using solvents

uit disposing of baths without checking bath quality, and restore quality through the use of additives
eformulate or redesign final products so fewer toxic chemicals are used in production processes
elect continuous rather than batch processes whenever possible, to avoid start-up wastes

ry redesigning products so they require fewer toxic chemical constituents

se machines in applications where human errors result in excessive wastes (e.g., precision mixing)

The ABCs of Pollution Prevention
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L/ ends with U. It also begins with you.
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By Lois N. Epstein
Environmental Defense Fund Washington, D.C.

For more information contact:
PA Department of Environmental Protection
Office of Pollution Prevention & Compliance Assistance s
P.O. Box 2063, Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063
717-783-0540
http://www.dep.state.pa.us
(choose Pollution Prevention & Compliance Assistance)

7000-PO-DEP2157




