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CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF YORK

PART NINE - STREETS, UTILITIES AND PUBLIC SERVICES CODE

                              

TITLE ONE - Street and Sidewalk Areas
Art.  901.  Street Adoption and Names.
Art.  905.  Excavations.
Art.  909.  Curbs and Sidewalks.
Art.  913.  Trees and Vegetation.
Art.  915.  Poles and Wires.
Art.  917.  Underground Conduits.

TITLE THREE - Public Sewers
Art.  931.  Sanitary Sewers.
Art.  932.  Plumbing Requirements.
Art.  933.  Sewer Rentals. (Amended Bill 52, Ord. 51-08)

TITLE FOUR - Stormwater Management
Art.  935.  General Provisions.
Art.  936.  Stormwater Management Requirements.
Art.  937.  Plan Requirements.
Art.  938.  Inspections.
Art.  939.  Fees and Expenses.
Art.  940.  Maintenance Responsibilities.
Art.  941.  Enforcement and Penalties.
Art.  942.  Detection and Elimination of Illicit Discharges.
Pocket       Tables,  Maps and Appendices

TITLE FIVE - Other Public Services
Art.  951.  Municipal Solid Waste Management Act. (Amended Ord. 50-08)
Art.  952.  Waste Minimization and Recycling.
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CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF YORK

PART NINE - STREETS, UTILITIES AND PUBLIC SERVICES CODE

________________________

TITLE ONE - Street and Sidewalk Areas 
Art.  901.  Street Adoption and Names. 
Art.  905.  Street Excavations. 
Art.  909.  Curbs and Sidewalks. 
Art.  911.  Snow Removal. 
Art.  913.  Trees and Vegetation. 
Art.  915.  Poles and Wires. 
Art.  917.  Underground Conduits. 

ARTICLE 901
Street Adoption and Names

901.01 Street approval by Planning 
Commission prior to adoption.

901.02 Street names.

CROSS REFERENCES
Street openings prior to reconstruction - see

S.U. & P.S. 905.03
Subdivision street improvements - see P. & Z. 1393.02,

1397.02

901.01  STREET APPROVAL BY PLANNING COMMISSION PRIOR TO
ADOPTION.

(a) Council hereby declares its policy to be that it will not in the future adopt or 
vacate any street or alley hereafter created within the City, if such adoption or vacation has not 
been approved by the City Planning Commission. 
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(b) Prospective purchasers of lots are hereby warned of the policy of Council hereby 
declared. (1944 Code Ch. 29 §42.) 

901.02  STREET NAMES. 
(a) There shall be placed on two corners of all intersections of streets and alleys, 

within the City limits, in some conspicuous place, the names of such streets and alleys. 

(b) The City shall maintain and replace any such name whenever it is necessary, and 
shall cause to be placed on all streets and alleys, on their adoption, the names as specified in this 
section. 

(c) The City shall cause the expense thereof to be taken from the contingent fund, or 
whatever funds may be available. (1972 Code §21-75.) 

2008 Replacement
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ARTICLE 905
Street Excavations

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Resolution 233-1995, passed December 5, 
1995, established street excavation fees.

905.01 Definitions.
905.02 Permit required and emergency

openings.
905.03 Street openings prior to

reconstruction or resurfacing.
905.04 Prerequisites to obtaining

permit.
905.05 Bond.
905.06 Fees.
905.07 Cancellation of permit.
905.08 Revocation of permit.
905.09 Time extension and fee.

905.10 Backfilling and paving.
905.11 Backfilling and replacing

surface by City.
905.12 Responsibility; extra inspectors

and other rules.
905.13 Test holes.
905.14 Gutters, lights and identification.
905.15 Additional work.
905.16 Guarantee of work.
905.99 Penalty.

CROSS REFERENCES
Street opening and maintenance - see 3rd Class §2901 et seq.  (53 P.S.

§37901 et seq.)
Grading and paving - see 3rd Class §2930 et seq.  (53 P.S. §37930 et seq.)
Closed streets to have detours - see 3rd Class §2978  (53 P.S. §37978)
Collection of costs of improvements - see 3rd Class §3301 et seq.

(53 P.S. §38301 et seq.)
Protection of trees during excavations - see S.U. & P.S. 913.08

905.01  DEFINITIONS.
The following words and phrases, when used in this article shall have the meanings 

ascribed to them in this section, except in those instances where the context clearly indicates 
otherwise:

(a) “Applicant” means any person who makes application for a permit.
(b) “Calendar year” means January 1 through December 31, inclusive.
(c) “City” means the City of York.
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(d) “City corporate authority” means any governmental corporation initiated by 
Council under the Municipal Authorities Act of 1945.

(e) “City highway fund” means a fund established and regulated by the City, the 
moneys therein are explicitly designated for the resurfacing and reconstruction of 
City streets.

(f) “Concrete” means soil cement, plain cement concrete or reinforced cement 
concrete and material contained in the base course of some City streets.

(g) “Cost” means actual expenditures incurred by the City for labor, equipment and 
materials, which include all fringe benefits and overhead.

(h) “Degradation fee” means a fee paid by the permittee to the City to defray a 
percentage of the costs for resurfacing and reconstruction of City streets resulting 
from the depreciation of streets associated with street openings.

(i) “Department” means the Department of Public Works.
(j) “Emergency” means any condition constituting a clear and present danger to life 

or property by reason of escaping gas, exposed wires or other breaks or defects in 
the user’s line.

(k) “Inspection fee” means a fee paid by the permittee to the City to defray street 
opening inspection costs.

(l) “PennDOT” means the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation.

(m) “PennDOT road” means any Pennsylvania State road located within the municipal 
boundaries of the City of York, Pennsylvania.

(n) “Permit fee” means a fee paid by the permittee to the City to cover the cost of 
issuing, processing, inspecting and filing the street opening permit.

(o) “Permittee” means any person who has been issued a permit and has agreed to 
fulfill all the provisions of this article.

(p) “Person” means any natural person, partnership, firm, association, utility or 
corporation.

(q) “Public utility” means any utility company, excluding corporate authorities of the 
City, franchised by the Public Utility Commission of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania.

(r) “Resurface” means a process which provides a new wearing surface in a certain 
paved street area between curbs with the same material that was existing prior to 
excavation.

(s) “Resurfacing penalty” means the fee to be paid if any person shall open a street 
within five years from the date of its reconstruction or being paved.

(t) “Sidewalk area” means that portion of the street right-of-way reserved for 
sidewalks or that area defined on the City Plan.

(u) “Street” means the entire right-of-way of a public street, public highway, public 
alley, public avenue, public road or public easement within the City limits, 
excluding the designated curb and sidewalk area.

(v) “User” means the public utility, municipal corporation, municipal authority, rural 
electric cooperative or other person who, or which, uses a line to provide service 
to one or more consumers.

(w) “Work day” means normal business day for the City government including 
Monday through Friday, except designated holidays.
(Ord. 37-2005.  Passed 9-20-05.)

2008 Replacement
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905.02  PERMIT REQUIRED AND EMERGENCY OPENINGS.
(a) The opening of the surface of any City street is prohibited unless a permit is 

obtained for that purpose in the manner hereinafter described, except in situations which require 
the placement of utility poles. Such permit shall be granted through the Department of Public 
Works when a person applying for such permit files an application with the Department in 
compliance with the provisions of this article and pays into the City Treasury the amounts 
adopted by resolution.

(b) Any person working in the vicinity of a City street who in any manner disturbs 
such street or who in any manner causes damage to a street shall be required by this article to 
obtain a permit and correct this damage in accordance with the standards of the Department. 
Street opening permits are not required for persons excavating adjacent to the curb for the 
express purpose of installing or replacing sidewalks and/or curbs provided a curb and sidewalk 
permit has been obtained prior to such work.

(c) The obtaining of street opening permits by City departments and corporate 
authorities shall be waived when work to be performed is completed by their own personnel.

(d) All contractors performing work under contract for the City or City corporate 
authorities shall obtain the street opening permit for street opening work.

(e) If street openings are necessitated by emergencies, street opening permits shall be 
obtained on the first regular business day on which the office of the City is open for business and 
such permit shall be retroactive to the date when the work was begun.

(f) A person performing street openings for an emergency shall verify the emergency 
nature of the circumstance in writing to the Department of Public Works within five days after 
such emergency on the street cut opening application. 

(g) For work on PennDOT roads within the City limits, no City street excavation 
permit is required, but a PennDOT permit is required.  This permit can be obtained from the 
offices of Maintenance District 8-4 (York County), Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, 
1920 Susquehanna Trail North, P.O. Box 907, York, Pennsylvania  17405-0907.  (Ord. 37-2005. 
Passed 9-20-05.)

905.03  STREET OPENINGS PRIOR TO RECONSTRUCTION OR RESURFACING.
(a) When the City reconstructs or resurfaces any street, the Department of Public 

Works shall first serve written notice by certified mail of such improvements to all persons 
owning property abutting the street about to be improved who are in violation of Article 909 
relative to curbs and sidewalks and to all public utility companies operating in the City. Within 
ninety calendar days from receipt of such notice all notified persons shall complete or cause to be 
complete all necessary repairs and replacement of utility mains, service connections and/or 
laterals existing under the street and designated curb and sidewalk areas. Notified persons shall 
also complete or cause to be completed, any new installations, under the street and designated 
curb and sidewalk areas, required for use within a five year period thereafter.
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(b) This section shall not forbid the installation of new pipes, conduits or other 
services or structures, or the repair or replacement of those already existing, in or under the 
portions of such highways improved as aforesaid; by penetrating the subsurface beneath paving 
in accordance with City ordinances and the directions of the Department of Public Works upon 
obtaining a permit therefor from the Department of Public Works, and upon payment to the City 
of the same fees as prescribed by Council resolution except for the degradation fee for making a 
surface opening in the highway of the same dimensions.

(c) If any person shall open a street within five years from the date of reconstruction 
or having been paved there shall be imposed on that person a resurfacing penalty.  The penalty 
shall be an additional cost of one hundred percent (100%) of the regular degradation fee for the 
street cut when the street is more than one year and less than two years old.  The penalty shall be 
an additional cost of fifty percent (50%) of the regular degradation fee for the street cut when the 
street is more than two years and less than three years old.  The penalty shall be an additional 
cost of twenty-five percent (25%) of the regular degradation fee for the street cut when the street 
is more than three years old and less than five years old.  Any person who opens a street that is 
less than one year old shall be required to repair the street by milling and paving the entire street 
or a portion thereof as directed by the Director of Public Works in consultation with the City 
Engineer.
(Ord. 37-2005.  Passed 9-20-05.)

905.04  PREREQUISITES TO OBTAINING PERMIT.
Street opening permits shall only be granted upon compliance with the following express 

provisions:
(a) A written application shall be filed with the Department of Public Works for 

making all street openings or excavations and signed by the person desiring such 
permit. Such application shall set forth the purpose for which such excavation is 
to be made; the size and location of the same; the full scope of work to be 
included in the project; the date or dates during which such excavation is to be 
performed; the date such excavation is to be refilled and resurfaced in the manner 
hereinafter provided; and shall provide that the applicant will faithfully comply 
with each and every provision contained in this article. An applicant shall furnish 
a drawing of the proposed opening site upon request of the Department.  Items 
required on the drawing shall be specified at the time of request.

(b) Prior to the issuing of such permit, every such applicant shall pay to the City 
Treasurer the amount hereinafter required for the purposes specified and shall 
exhibit to the Department a receipt for the amount paid. Public utilities recognized 
by the Pennsylvania Utilities Commission may be exempt from pre-payment. 
Those exempt utilities will be issued permits upon request followed by a quarterly 
billing cycle for completed work. 

(c) Where the street opening permit is required for water supply purposes, the 
application shall be countersigned by the City’s plumbing inspection service or 
authorized person before the permit will be granted.  Where the street opening 
permit is required for sewer service purposes, the application shall be 
countersigned by the City’s plumbing inspection service or authorized person 
before the permit will be granted.

(d) No permit shall be granted to any applicant unless the applicant has paid to the 
City any and all moneys, then due to the City, for prior excavations made or for 
any loss, damages or expense in any manner occasioned by or arising from the 
work done by the applicant under the provisions of this article.
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(e) Agree to save the City, its officers, employees and agents from any and all costs, 
damages and liabilities which may accrue or be claimed to accrue by reason of 
such work to be done by the applicant under the provisions of this article.  The 
acceptance of any permit under this article shall constitute such an agreement by 
the applicant whether the same is expressed or not.

(f) An applicant shall secure a certificate of insurance from the Department and have 
the certificate properly executed by the applicant’s insurance agency. Properly 
executed certificates of insurance shall be filed with the Department and verify 
that the applicant is insured against claims for personal injury as well as against 
claims for property damages which may arise from or out of the performance of 
the excavation work, whether such performance be by the applicant or anyone 
directly or indirectly employed by him. Such insurance shall include protection 
against liability arising from completed operations, underground utility damage 
and collapse of any property. Liability insurance shall be in the amounts 
established by Council resolution. Failure of an applicant to file a certificate of 
insurance shall be a sufficient reason for denying a permit. The applicant shall 
save and hold harmless the City from any and all damages and liability by reason 
of personal injury or property damage arising from work done by the applicant 
under the provisions of this article. Liability insurance requirements for blasting 
may be obtained and blasting permits shall be obtained from the City Fire 
Department.  
(Ord. 37-2005.  Passed 9-20-05.)

905.05  BOND.
(a) All persons other than public utility companies desiring to open a street shall 

furnish a properly executed corporate surety bond.

(b) All other persons, including contractors performing work for City corporate 
authorities, desiring to open a street shall furnish a properly executed corporate surety bond. 
Such bond shall be executed by a reputable surety company licensed to do business in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  All bonds obtained by contractors performing work under 
contract with City corporate authorities shall be countersigned by the director or chairman of the 
authority. 

(c) The bond shall cover street opening work performed during one calendar year. 
The bond shall be in effect for a thirty-six  month period in accordance with Section 905.16. The 
amount of the surety bond shall be five thousand dollars ($5,000) unless any street excavation 
and restoration work for a single project exceeds such amount. In this case, a person shall secure 
additional bonding in an amount equal to the difference between the five thousand dollars 
($5,000) and the amount of the proposed restoration based on an amount per square yard set by 
Council resolution.  
(Ord. 37-2005.  Passed 9-20-05.)

905.06  FEES.
(a) A permit fee shall be paid to the City Treasurer prior to permit issuing; the 

remaining inspection fee and degradation fee shall be paid when the work is completed, 
inspected and measured by the appropriate City department.  The City shall have the right to 
waive fees for contractors performing work under contract with the City.

(b) The permit fee shall be in the amount set by Council resolution.
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(c) The degradation fee shall be calculated by actual measurement after the work is 
completed at a rate per square yard set by Council resolution. The City Treasurer shall place 
collected degradation fees into the City Highway Fund.

(1) The degradation fee shall be waived for openings made on streets 
maintained by the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation.

(2) The number of square yards computed for the degradation fee will be 
based on the actual size of excavation including any pavement that must 
be removed to provide a one foot bench beyond the original trench wall.  
(Ord. 37-2005.  Passed 9-20-05.)

905.07  CANCELLATION OF PERMIT.
In all cases where a permit has been issued and the work set forth in such permit has not 

been completed within a period of twelve months, the permit becomes void, and the permit fee 
shall not be refunded.
(Ord. 37-2005.  Passed 9-20-05.)

905.08  REVOCATION OF PERMIT.
(a) All street opening permits are subject to revocation at any time by the Department 

of Public Works after written notice for: 
(1) Violation of any condition of the permit;
(2) Violation of any provision of this article or any other applicable ordinance 

or law relating to the work;
(3) The existence of any condition or the doing of any act constituting or 

creating a nuisance or endangering the lives or property of others.

(b) Written notice of such violation shall be served upon the person to whom the 
permit was granted, or his agent or employee engaged in the work.  Such notice shall also 
contain a brief statement of the reasons for revoking such permit.  Notice may be given either by 
personal delivery thereof to the person to be notified or by United States mail, addressed to such 
person to be notified.
(Ord. 37-2005.  Passed 9-20-05.)

(c) (EDITOR’S NOTE:  This subsection was repealed by Ordinance 9-1990, Section 
7, passed July 3, 1990.)

905.09  TIME EXTENSION AND FEE.
(a) A permit shall remain in effect for a period of twelve  months. If the work is not 

completed in this time period, a new permit shall be obtained, and an additional permit fee shall 
be required.
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(b) No time extension shall be granted for a permit in which work has not started 
within the twelve month period. A new permit shall be obtained if the same project location 
work is rescheduled.

(c) Reasonable time extensions, but not longer than three months, for permitted work 
shall be granted when requested in writing and shall only be honored for those types of projects 
that commenced during the required twelve month permit period and are of a size and scope that 
support an extension of time to complete.  
(Ord. 37-2005.  Passed 9-20-05.)

905.10  BACKFILLING AND PAVING.
(a) The permittee shall be responsible for backfilling and paving the opening and 

restoring the street surface to its original condition prior to the street cut.

(b) The Department of Public Works shall have the full authority to establish 
standards for paving and backfilling materials and associated procedures. Details specifying 
paving and backfilling procedures and materials shall be obtained from the Department prior to 
any street opening work.  (Ord. 37-2005.  Passed 9-20-05.)

905.11  BACKFILLING AND REPLACING SURFACE BY CITY.
In case the work has not been completed before the date of expiration as shown on the 

permit, which time shall be fixed when the permit and/or time extension is granted, the 
Department of Public Works may take steps to backfill the trench and replace the street surface 
over the opening for which the permit has been issued upon proper notification from the 
Department to the applicant. The City shall invoice the permittee for all costs incurred by the 
City in the performance of this work. Payment not made within thirty days will be chargeable 
against the posted bond including all fees and costs involved in the collection of this payment.
(Ord. 37-2005.  Passed 9-20-05.)

905.12  RESPONSIBILITY; EXTRA INSPECTORS AND OTHER RULES.
(a) The permittee shall assume all responsibility for the excavation made by such 

party for refilling the same and for all damages caused by the action of the permittee that may 
arise by reason of the digging of such trenches or excavations. Whenever it is determined by the 
Department of Public Works that in the best interests of the City it is necessary to assign 
additional street opening inspectors to supervise excavation, backfill or pavement restoration 
operations, such inspectors shall be paid by the permittee at a rate per day to be fixed by the 
Department.

(b) The Department is authorized to make such other rules and regulations for the 
excavation of streets which it may deem necessary for the proper maintenance of the street 
surface due to excavations, which rules and regulations shall be printed upon the permit granted 
or forwarded from the Department in writing from time to time.
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(c) The permittee shall be required to return the “Notice of Completion of Street 
Excavation Permit" when work is completed. This form is to be returned to the office that issued 
the permit.  (Ord. 37-2005.  Passed 9-20-05.)

905.13  TEST HOLES.
A street opening permit shall be obtained for any test hole work. No test holes shall be 

made in or upon a greater surface of the highway than as specified in such permit, and no 
excavation or test holes shall interfere with any of the water pipes, sewers or drains of the City, 
or any other underground utility service. Test holes shall be backfilled in accordance with the 
provisions set by the City Engineer.  
(Ord. 37-2005.  Passed 9-20-05.)

905.14  GUTTERS, LIGHTS AND IDENTIFICATION.
(a) All gutters shall be left open so as not to obstruct the free passage of water, and 

the sidewalks and foot ways must be kept in a safe and passable condition.  All excavations or 
material from them shall have placed upon them sufficient lights and barricades to identify them 
from all directions during the day and after dark.

(b) If, for safety purposes, the Department of Public Works deems it necessary to 
install additional warning devices such as lights, barricades or signs, the permittee shall be 
notified of the decision and shall receive instructions on the installation. In case of emergencies 
the City may install all additional warning devices deemed necessary by the Department. The 
City shall invoice the permittee for rental and installation costs incurred from the date of 
installation until the permittee installs warning devices.  

(c) If the permittee fails to install such devices, the City shall invoice the permittee 
for rental and installation costs incurred from the date of installation until the date of removal. 
Payment not made by the permittee within thirty days of the invoice date will be chargeable 
against the posted bond including all fees and costs involved in the collection of this payment.
(Ord. 37-2005.  Passed 9-20-05.)

905.15  ADDITIONAL WORK.
If the permittee determines during construction that an additional area of the street will 

have to be opened, he shall notify and secure permission from the Department of Public Works 
for the additional opening. Upon receipt of permission, the permittee shall file a supplementary 
application for the work not later than the next work day. Fee amounts specified in this article 
and detailed by resolution shall be followed for any subsequent fees associated with 
supplementary applications.   (Ord. 37-2005.  Passed 9-20-05.)
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905.16  GUARANTEE OF WORK.
The permittee shall guarantee and maintain his work for thirty-six months from the 

completion of the restoration and replacement work. Within this thirty-six month period, upon 
notification from the City of necessary correction work required, the permittee shall correct or 
cause to be corrected all restoration work required within five working days of receipt of the 
notification. The Department of Public Works shall determine the extent of restoration required 
and the method of correction. Any and all work not completed within this five-day period may 
be completed by the City at the discretion of the Director of the Department of Public Works. 
The City shall invoice the permittee for all costs incurred by the City in performance of this 
work. Payment not made within thirty days of the invoice date will be chargeable against the 
posted bond including all fees and cost involved in the collection of this payment.  
(Ord. 37-2005.  Passed 9-20-05.)

905.99  PENALTY.
(a) Any person violating any provision of this article shall, upon conviction thereof 

be fined not less than five hundred dollars ($500.00) nor more than one thousand dollars 
($1,000) for each and every offense, together with costs, and in default of payment thereof, shall 
be imprisoned not more than thirty days.  Each failure to obtain a permit or to comply with any 
of the requirements of this article, and each and every day during which such violation continues 
shall constitute a separate offense.

(b) The Department of Public Works reserves the right to deny the issuance of future 
street opening permits to any person who violates the provisions of this article. This provision in 
no way shall prohibit or limit the right of the City to bring legal action against the permittee. 
(Ord. 37-2005.  Passed 9-20-05.)
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ARTICLE 909
Curbs and Sidewalks

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Resolution 57-1996, passed March 19, 1996, 
established curb and sidewalk permit fees.

909.01 Permit required; repair defined.
909.02 Permit fee.
909.03 Permit term and expiration.
909.04 Application, investigation

and approval.
909.05 Handicapped ramps required.
909.06 Proper grade and line to be 

obtained.
909.07 Laying with improper grade

or slope.
909.08 Change of marks of grade

or line.
909.09 Storage of materials; 

restoration.
909.10 Mixing concrete.
909.11 Safety precautions; lights and

barricades.

909.12 Intersection construction.
909.13 Drains or gutters from dwelling

to gutters.
909.14 Rules and regulations.
909.15 Permit revocation.
909.16 (Reserved).
909.17 (Reserved).
909.18 (Reserved).
909.19 Obligations of property owners.
909.20 Liens.
909.21 Constructive services.
909.98 Duties and responsibilities.
909.99 Penalty.

CROSS REFERENCES
Power to compel sidewalk construction - see 3rd Class §3001

(53 P.S. §38001)
Notice to property owners abutting improved streets - see

S.U. & P.S. 905.03
Snow removal - see S.U. & P.S. Art. 911
Planting trees along sidewalks - see S.U. & P.S. 913.09
Subdivision curbs and sidewalks - see P. & Z. 1397.03

909.01  PERMIT REQUIRED; REPAIR DEFINED.
(a) No person whether as owner or contractor shall lay or repair, or begin the laying 

or repairing, of any curb or sidewalk, whether such curb or sidewalk is constructed or to be 
constructed on the highway or back from such highway, unless a permit therefor has first been 
obtained as hereinafter provided.
(1944 Code Ch. 29 §5.)
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(b) "Repair" as used in this article means the demolition or removal of a portion of 
the old curb or sidewalk and relaying same with new material.
(Ord. 3-1996 §1. Passed 3-19-96.)

909.02   PERMIT FEE.
(a) The fee for a curb and sidewalk permit shall be as set by Council resolution and 

shall be paid at the time application is made therefor.

(b) Where work for which a permit is required by this Code is started prior to 
obtaining the required permit, the fee shall be double: the payment of such double fee shall not 
relieve any persons from fully complying with the requirements of this Code in the execution of 
the work or from any other penalties prescribed herein.

(c) Individual permits are required for curb and/or sidewalk replacement performed 
for each property, unless the work is determined by the Building Official to be treated as one 
project in which case one permit may be issued.  
(Ord. 3-1996 §2-4. Passed 3-19-96.)

909.03  PERMIT TERM AND EXPIRATION.
Permits are to be granted for a month period. If, at the end of the period any further use of 

the public right-of-way is required another permit shall be obtained in the same manner and 
under the same circumstances as to fees, periods, etc., as in the case of an original permit.
(Ord. 3-1996 §5. Passed 3-19-96.)

909.04  APPLICATION, INVESTIGATION AND APPROVAL.
(a) No permit shall be issued unless an application therefor to the Building Official is 

made in writing and signed by applicant or by a duly authorized agent or contractor and 
accompanied by a bond in the sum of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) payable to the City, 
conditioned upon the compliance of the applicant with City ordinances in reference to the laying 
of sidewalks and curbs.  The bond shall have sufficient surety thereon and the bond and surety 
thereon shall be subject to the approval of the Building Official.  The application shall contain all 
the information needed to enable the Building Official to ascertain the exact location, extent and 
character of the work.  The Building Official shall investigate such application and unless the 
work would be in violation of law or ordinance or create a public safety concern, shall issue a 
permit.  If, in the opinion of the Building Official, the work would be in violation of law or 
ordinance, he shall at once refer the application to Council, which shall pass upon such 
application subject to all conditions herein specified.

(b) Upon placing forms, the person building the curbs and/or sidewalks shall contact 
the Building Official for an inspection. Cement shall not be poured until an inspection has been 
performed.  (Ord.  24-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)

909.05  HANDICAPPED RAMPS REQUIRED.
All curbs and sidewalks at intersections of streets, avenues or other pedestrian crossings 

in the City which are being constructed, reconstructed or altered for any reason shall provide 
curb cut ramps for the handicapped in accordance with the current specifications promulgated by 
the City Engineer.   
(Ord. 3-1996 §9,10. Passed 3-19-96.)
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909.06  PROPER GRADE AND LINE TO BE OBTAINED.
Any person installing or repairing curb or sidewalk shall notify the Building Official 

forty-eight hours prior to a concrete pour for inspection of the grade and line to be established. If 
the person performing the work is unclear as to what/how the grade should be established, they 
must indicate this when notifying the Building Official of the concrete pour so that the Official 
can be prepared to answer these questions. In any case. the specifications promulgated by the 
City Engineer must be complied with where, physically possible.
(Ord. 3-1996 §11. Passed 3-19-96.)

909.07  LAYING WITH IMPROPER GRADE OR SLOPE.
(a) Whenever any sidewalk shall be laid or relayed within the City the grade or slope 

of such sidewalk from property line to curb or gutter, shall be in compliance with the 
specifications promulgated by the City Engineer where physically possible.

(b) Any sidewalk which is laid or relayed in disregard of or in nonconformity with 
such grade, is hereby declared to be public nuisance, and shall be abated by the Building Official 
who shall require the sidewalk to be removed and relayed to the proper grade. The entire costs 
and expenses of such removal and relaying, with a penalty of ten percent (10%) of such cost and 
expenses added thereto, shall be recoverable from the owner of the property along which such 
sidewalk was removed and relayed, to be collected in like manner as similar debts are now by 
law collectible.  
(Ord. 3-1996 §12. Passed 3-19-96.)

909.08  CHANGE OF MARKS OF GRADE OR LINE.
No person shall change or remove any stake, stone or mark or other designation by which 

any grade or line so given is indicated.
(1944 Code Ch. 29 §12.)

909.09  STORAGE OF MATERIALS; RESTORATION.
(a) No person without a curb and sidewalk permit shall store any materials used in 

the construction of curbs and sidewalks on or within the public right-of-way.

(b) With a permit, materials used in construction may be stored immediately in front 
of the premises in question, and if the owners thereof shall give their consent, in front of one 
adjoining property on each side thereof. Such construction material shall in no case extend 
toward the center of the public right-of-way more than eight feet from the curb line where an 
existing marking lane exists. If parking is permanently prohibited within the area of construction, 
no encroachment into the cartway is permitted.

(c) No construction material, nor temporary structure, shall be permitted to obstruct 
the free flow of water in the gutter or along the curb or in front of fire plugs. No construction 
material or any temporary structure shall be placed on any public right-of-way until the same in 
each instance becomes necessary, nor shall the same nor any rubbish be permitted to remain on 
any public right-of-way longer than shall be absolutely necessary.
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(d) It is hereby made the duty of the Bureau of Permits, Licenses, and Inspections to 
see that these provisions are strictly complied with and to have removed at the cost of the owner 
or contractor all unnecessary obstructions in the public right-of-way after forty-eight hours' 
notice. After the use of the public right-of-way under any permit, the public right-of-way shall be 
restored to its original condition.  
(Ord. 3-1996 §13. Passed 3-19-96.)

909.10  MIXING CONCRETE.
The mixing of concrete shall not take place upon the surface of the street, but a proper 

platform or covering sufficiently tight to keep mixture from surface of street shall be provided by 
owner or contractor.  (1944 Code Ch. 29 §14.)

909.11  SAFETY PRECAUTIONS; LIGHTS AND BARRICADES.
All work or storage of materials or equipment within the cartway must be in compliance 

with current PA DOT requirements, specifically, Publication 203, Work Zone Traffic Control. 
(Ord. 3-1996 §14. Passed 3-19-96.)

909.12  INTERSECTION CONSTRUCTION.
All intersections must be constructed or reconstructed to be in conformance with the 

current ADA (American with Disabilities Act) requirements. In addition the intersection should, 
in general, be established to be the largest radius possible given all existing structures and 
physical restraints. As a general rule, intersections with alleys should have a radius not less than 
ten feet and intersections of two streets should have a radius not less than twenty  feet.  (Ord. 
3-1996 §15. Passed 3-19-96.)

909.13  DRAINS OR GUTTERS FROM DWELLINGS TO GUTTERS.
Cross drains of gutters, running from dwelling to curb or gutters, shall be eighteen inches 

in width and have a depression in the center not to exceed one and one-half inches. Such gutter 
shall give a gradual slope from side to center. Trench drains are incorporated and may also be 
required by the Building Official for this purpose: however, the specifications and shop drawing 
of the proposed type must be submitted to the Building Official to assure that it will provide a 
long term safe pedestrian walkway.  
(Ord. 3-1996 §16. Passed 3-19-96.)

909.14  RULES AND REGULATIONS.
(a) The City Engineer shall promulgate rules and regulations governing the materials 

used and the manner of sidewalk and curb installation and repair.

(b) No person shall install or repair any sidewalk or curb except in accordance with 
City ordinances and specifications promulgated by the City Engineer.

909.15  PERMIT REVOCATION.
Every permit issued hereunder shall be conditioned on faithful compliance with all of the 

provisions of this article.  Any failure to so comply with such provisions shall be cause for 
revocation of such permit.
(1944 Code Ch. 29 §19.)
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909.16  (RESERVED FOR FUTURE LEGISLATION.)

909.17   (RESERVED FOR FUTURE LEGISLATION.)

909.18  (RESERVED FOR FUTURE LEGISLATION.)

909.19  OBLIGATIONS OF PROPERTY OWNERS.
Owners of property abutting on any public street or highway within the City, shall at their 

expense, construct, pave, curb, repave and recurb the sidewalks and keep them in good repair 
along such property, in conformity with existing City ordinances.
(Ord. 9-1945 §1.)

909.20  LIENS.
Upon failure of property owners to construct, pave, curb, repave and recurb such 

sidewalks upon written notice by the Building Official, the same may be done by the City and 
the expense thereof, plus a penalty of ten percent (10%) of such expense, may be levied and 
collected from such owners. Such amount shall be a lien upon the premises and shall bear 
interest at the rate of six percent (6%) per annum from the time of the completion of the work, 
which to date shall be fixed by certificate of the Building Official filed with the City Clerk, and 
may be collected by action at law, or such lien may be filed and proceeded in as provided by law 
in the case of municipal liens. 
(Ord. 3-1996 §18. Passed 3-19-96.)



909.21                STREETS, UTILITIES AND PUBLIC SERVICES CODE                       20

909.21  CONSTRUCTIVE SERVICE.
If the owner of such property cannot be served with notice within the County of York, 

notice may be served upon the agent of the owner, or the party in possession, if any there be, or 
if there be no agent or party in possession, the notice may be served by posting upon the most 
public part of such premises.
(Ord. 9-1945 §3.)

909.98  DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES.
All duties and responsibilities assigned to the Building Official within this article may 

also be undertaken by a designee of the Building Official. 
(Ord. 3-1996 §19. Passed 3-19-96.)

909.99  PENALTY.
Any property owner who neglects to construct, pave, curb or recurb the sidewalk along 

his property, or repair the same within thirty days after service of written notice, or any person 
who violates any provision of this article, shall upon conviction be fined not more than six 
hundred dollars ($600.00) and costs of prosecution, and in default of payment thereof be 
imprisoned for not more than thirty days.
(Ord. 39-1989 §1.  Passed 4-18-89.)
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ARTICLE 911
Snow Removal

EDITOR’S NOTE: Former Article 911 was 
repealed by Ordinance 18-2003.  See now Article 1763 for snow 
removal provisions.
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ARTICLE 913
Trees and Vegetation

913.01 Injury prohibited.
913.02 Advertisements or notices.
913.03 Trimming trees; dangerous

trees.
913.04 Pruning standard.
913.05 Wires.
913.06 Work by Electrical Bureau.

913.07 Gas pipes.
913.08 Excavations.
913.09 Planting along sidewalks

permitted.
913.99 Penalty.

CROSS REFERENCES
Regulation of shade trees - see 3rd Class §2403(18)  (53 P.S. §37403(18))
Payment for trees by property owner - see 3rd Class §3807

(53 P.S. §38807)
Maintenance by City - see 3rd Class §3809   (53 P.S. §38809)
Subdivision street trees - see P. & Z. 1397.03

913.01  INJURY PROHIBITED. 
No person shall injure any tree or shrub planted in any public place. 

(Ord. 14-1970 § 1.) 

913.02  ADVERTISEMENTS OR NOTICES. 
No person shall attach any advertisement to any tree or shrub in any street, parkway or 

other public place. (Ord. 14-1970 §2.) 

913.03  TRIMMING TREES; DANGEROUS TREES. 
(a) Any tree or shrub which overhangs any sidewalk, street or public place in such a 

way as to impede or interfere with traffic or travel on such public place including City street 
sweepers and other vehicles requiring a high clearance on roadways, shall be trimmed by the 
owner of the abutting premises on which such trees or shrub grows, to a height of a minimum of 
fourteen feet above the roadway and eight feet above the sidewalk so that the obstruction shall 
cease.  (Ord. 5-1995.  Passed 4-18-95.) 

(b) Any tree or limb of a tree which has become likely to fall on or across any public 
way or place, shall be removed by the owner of the premises on which such tree grows or stands. 
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(c) If any owner of such premises neglects or refuses to trim any tree or remove the 
tree or any limb thereof, as required by this section upon notice in writing by the Director of 
Community Development within the time limit specified in such notice, the Director may cause 
such trimming or removal of a tree or a limb thereof to be done at the expense of such owner. 
The entire cost thereof, shall be a lien on such premises and a claim thereof shall be filed and 
collected by the City Solicitor in the same manner as municipal claims are filed and collected. 
(Ord. 14-1970 §3.) 

913.04  PRUNING STANDARD. 
Tree pruning for street or roadway lighting shall be in accordance with formulas as set 

forth in figure A-4 (recommending tree pruning to minimize conflict with roadway lighting) of 
American Standard Practice for Roadway Lighting, sponsored by Illuminating Engineering 
Society and approved by American Standards Association, Inc., November 7, 1963 with periodic 
revisions.  (Ord. 14-1970 §4.) 

913.05  WIRES. 
(a) No person shall attach any electrically charged wire to any tree. 

(b) Any person or company given the right to maintain poles and wires in the streets, 
alleys or other public places in the City shall, in absence of provisions in the franchise 
concerning the subject, keep such wires and poles free from and away from any trees or shrubs in 
such places so far as may be possible and shall keep all such trees and shrubs properly trimmed 
so that no injury shall be done to the poles or wires or shrubs and trees by contact. 

(c) Trees and shrubs shall be pruned so that esthetics and health will not be impaired. 

(d) The Director of Community Development shall have the authority to direct the 
utilities to prune trees and shrubs as deemed necessary for such public safety. 

(e) Owners of properties on which trees and shrubs to be pruned are located shall be 
contacted prior to pruning and granted the privilege to have the trees and shrubs pruned by a tree 
expert, of their choice, at the owner's expense. 
(Ord. 14-1970 §5.) 

913.06  WORK BY ELECTRICAL BUREAU. 
The Electrical Bureau of the City under the authority and supervision of the Director of 

Public Works, shall have the right to prune or remove trees and shrubs that interfere with the 
traffic signals and fire alarm systems. 
(Ord. 14-1970 §6.) 
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913.07  GAS PIPES. 
Any person or company maintaining any underground natural gas distribution system on 

public right-of-way within the City shall periodically test for leaks in accordance with the 
Pennsylvania P.U.C. "Gas Regulations" and/or the U.S.A. Standard Code for Pressure Piping, 
"Gas Transmission and Distribution Piping Systems," otherwise known as USAS B31.8-1968 as 
revised periodically. If leaks of a magnitude likely to affect tree growth are discovered, repairs 
shall be made with reasonable promptness so that no injury shall be done thereby to any trees or 
shrubs. (Ord. 14-1970 §7.) 

913.08  EXCAVATIONS. 
In making excavations in streets or other public places, prudent and economically 

reasonable care shall be exercised to avoid injury to the roots of any tree or shrub wherever 
possible. (Ord. 14-1970 §8.) 

913.09  PLANTING ALONG SIDEWALKS PERMITTED. 
Property owners are permitted to plant trees for shade along the streets or lines of 

pavements in front of such property not exceeding three trees to the half lot. The person so 
planting trees shall not be liable for violation of the laws or ordinances of the City in relation to 
the obstruction of streets. (1944 Code Ch. 29 §49.) 

913.99  PENALTY. 
Whoever violates or fails to comply with any of the provisions of this article shall upon 

conviction thereof be fined not more than six hundred dollars ($600.00) and costs of prosecution, 
and in default of payment thereof shall be imprisoned for not more than ten days. A separate 
offense shall be deemed committed on each day during or on which a violation occurs or 
continues. (Ord. 41-1989 §1. Passed 4-18-89.) 

1989 Replacement
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ARTICLE 915
Poles and Wires

915.01 Liability; pole maintenance. 915.99 Penalty.

CROSS REFERENCES
Power to license - see 3rd Class §2601 (53 P. S. §37601)
Use of poles for advertisements - see GEN. OFF. 753.04
Wires to be kept away from trees - see S.U. & P.S. 913.05
Pole removal - see S.U. & P.S. 917.05
Installation underground in new subdivision - see P. & Z. 1397.06
Wiring cut during fires; insulation - see FIRE PREV. Art. 1509

915.01  LIABILITY; POLE MAINTENANCE. 
Any corporation granted the privilege of erecting and maintaining poles within the limits 

of this City shall be liable for all damages caused to public or private property by reason of such 
privileges. Such corporation shall at all times keep and maintain the sidewalks, curbing and 
gutters in good repair at all places where poles are now or may hereafter be erected. 
(1944 Code Ch. 8 §9.) 

915.99  PENALTY. 
Any corporation, upon service of notice that any pole erected or maintained has been 

found defective or dangerous, shall be fined fifty dollars ($50.00), and any corporation that 
neglects or refuses within forty-eight hours after notice is served, to remove such pole or to 
replace the same with a sound and safe pole, shall be fined five dollars ($5.00) for each and 
every day such neglect or refusal continues. All fines authorized to be imposed by this section 
shall be collected as debts of like amount are now by law collected. 
(1944 Code Ch. 8 §10.) 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: The next printed page is page 29.) 

1989 Replacement
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ARTICLE 917
Underground Conduits

917.01 Districts created.
917.02 Underground conduits required; 

intersecting streets.
917.03 City exception.

917.04 Suspension in emergencies.
917.05 Removal of poles.
917.99 Penalty.

CROSS REFERENCES
Underground wires required - see 3rd Class §2403(50)

(53 P. S. §37403(50))
Poles and wires - see S.U. & P.S. Art. 915
Installation underground in new subdivisions - see P. & Z. 1397.06
National Electrical Code - see BLDG. & HSG. Art. 1709

 

917.01  DISTRICTS CREATED. 
The following portions of the City are hereby defined as districts in which all electric 

light, electric power, telephone and telegraph wires and cables for the conveyance of electrical 
energy for any purpose shall be placed underground in conduits: 

(a) All that portion of George Street between the east and west building lines thereof, 
and extending from a point twenty-five feet north of Gas Avenue to the south 
building line of Princess Street. 

(b) All that portion of Market Street between the north and south building lines 
thereof and extending from the east end of the bridge crossing Codorus Creek to 
the east building line of Queen Street. 

(c) All that portion of what is known as Continental Square, between the building 
lines as presently constituted. (Ord. 77-1964 §1; Ord. 64-1965 §1.) 

917.02  UNDERGROUND CONDUITS REQUIRED; INTERSECTING STREETS. 
All electric light, electric power, telephone and telegraph wires and cables for the 

conveyance of electrical energy for any purpose, in the districts defined in Section 917.01 shall 
be placed underground. No poles or supports therefore shall be allowed to remain, or be, or be 
constructed on any portion of the streets or sidewalks in such districts, except ornamental 
standards for the support of street illumination and supports for traffic control devices. It is not 
the intention of this article to require the removal of overhead electric 

1989 Replacement
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light, electric power, telephone or telegraph wires and cables, in intersecting streets where such 
wires or cables cross the streets herein enumerated, except that poles for the support of such 
overhead wires or cables shall not be erected, maintained or used within the districts defined in 
Section 917.01. (Ord. 77-1964 §2.) 

917.03  CITY EXCEPTION. 
Notwithstanding any of the provisions of this article to the contrary, it shall be lawful for 

the Department of Public Works to erect, maintain or use overhead electrical wires and cables, 
span wires and traffic signs, and signals at any location in the streets of the City. 
(Ord. 77- 1964 § 3.) 

917.04  SUSPENSION IN EMERGENCIES. 
The Director of Public Works with the approval of the Mayor, may during any 

emergency caused by fire, flood, earthquake, lightning, wind storm, ice storm, war casualty, civil 
disorder, any act of God, or similar catastrophe suspend any or all of the provisions of this article 
for the duration of such emergency and for such reasonable time thereafter as may be necessary 
to permit restoration of normal service and removal of any temporary wires, cables and 
supporting poles. (Ord. 77-1964 §4.) 

917.05  REMOVAL OF POLES. 
All existing poles and overhead wires and cables, excepting those in intersecting streets 

as provided in Section 917.02 shall be removed within six months after the effective date of this 
section. No poles, wires or cables shall be constructed or placed in violation of any of the 
provisions of this article at any time after the effective date of this section. 
(Ord. 77-1964 §5.) 

917.99  PENALTY. 
Whoever violates any provision of this article shall, upon conviction thereof be fined not 

more than six hundred dollars ($600.00) and costs of prosecution, and in default of payment 
thereof shall be imprisoned for not more than ten days. A separate offense shall be deemed 
committed on each day during or on which a violation occurs or continues. 
(Ord. 42-1989 § 1. Passed 4-18-89.)

2007 Replacement
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TITLE THREE - Public Sewers
Art. 931. Sanitary Sewers
Art. 932 Plumbing Requirements
Art. 933. Sewer Rentals

ARTICLE 931
Sanitary Sewers

931.01 Definitions.
931.02 Prohibited wastes.
931.03 Industrial wastes.
931.04 Inspections.
931.05 Sewage, wastes and spilled 

matter not to be discharged 
into watercourses.

931.06 Garages.
931.07 Interceptors required.
931.08 Hotels and restaurants.
931.09 Violations.

determination and measuring 
volume. 
Suspension and termination 

of service.
Public notice of significant 
violators.
Public access to information.
Hazardous waste.
Penalty

CROSS REFERENCES
Federal Water Pollution Control Act - (Clean Water Act); (as amended 

33 U.S.C.1251, et seq.)
Sewer connections - see 3rd Class 3201 et seq. (53 P.S. 38201 et seq.)
City may charge tapping fee - see 3rd Class 3202 (53 P.S. 38202)
Power to furnish facilities outside City - see 3rd Class 3250 

(53 P.S. 38250)
Sewage disposal standards - see 25 Pa. Code 73.1 et seq.
Waste water treatment - see 25 Pa. Code Ch. 95
Industrial wastes - see 25 Pa. Code Ch. 97
Industrial wastes charge - see S.U. & P.S. 933.04
New subdivision sewers - see P. & Z. 1397.07
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931.01  DEFINITIONS.
The following words and terms, when used in this article, shall have the following 

meanings, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise: 
(a) "Act" means Federal Water Pollution Control Act, also known as the Clean Water 

Act, as amended 33 U.S.C. 1251, et seq. 
(b) "B.O.D. (Biochemical oxygen demand)" means the quantity of oxygen utilized in 

the biochemical oxidation of organic matter under standard laboratory procedure 
in five (5) days at twenty degrees Centigrade, expressed in terms of weight and 
concentration (milligrams per liter (mg/L)). 

(c) "Categorical Pretreatment Standards" means any regulation containing pollutant 
discharge limits set forth by the EPA. 

(d) "Commercial Wastes" means the wastes generated from a commercial operation 
as distinct from domestic, and industrial sewage. 

(e) "Composite sample" means a combination of individual samples obtained at 
regular intervals over a specified time period not to exceed two hours. 

(f) "Daily average concentration" means the concentration as determined by a 
twenty-four hour composite sample.  (Ord. 02-7.  Passed 2-20-02.)

(g) “Daily discharge” means the discharge of a pollutant measured during a calendar 
day or any 24-hour period that reasonably represents the calendar day for 
purposes of sampling.  For pollutants with limitations expressed in units of mass, 
the “daily discharge” is calculated as the total mass of the pollutant discharged 
over the day.  For pollutants expressed in other units of measurement (i.e., mg/l), 
the “daily discharge” is calculated as the arithmetic average measurement of the 
pollutant over the day.
(Ord. 50-2003.  Passed 12-16-03.)

(h) “Domestic sewage” means the water-borne waste derived from ordinary living 
processes.

(i) "Garbage" means solid waste from the preparation, cooking and dispensing of 
food, and from the handling, storage and sale of produce. 

(j) "Garbage grinders" means a mechanical device which shreds or grinds food for 
the purpose of sewage disposal. 

(k) "General Manager" means the General Manager of the York City Wastewater 
Treatment Plant or his duly authorized representative. 

(l) "Grab sample" means an individual sample collected in less than fifteen minutes. 
(m) "Ground garbage" means the residue from the preparation, cooking and 

dispensing of food that has been shredded to such degree that all particles shall be 
carried freely in suspension under the normal flow conditions prevailing in the 
sewer conduit to which they are contributory and those prevailing in public 
sewers with no particle greater than one-half inch in any dimension. 

(n) "Industrial wastes" means the wastes from industrial processes as distinct from 
domestic, and commercial sewage. 

(o) "Instantaneous maximum concentration" means the concentration not to be 
exceeded at any time in any grab sample. 

(p) "Interceptor" means a device designed and installed so as to separate and retain 
deleterious, hazardous, or undesirable matter from normal wastes, while 
permitting normal sewage or wastes to discharge into the drainage system by 
gravity. 

 (q) "Interference" means a discharge which, alone or in conjunction with a discharge 
or discharges from other sources, both:
(1) Inhibits or disrupts the POTW, its treatment processes or operations, or its 

sludge processes, use or disposal; and

2007 Replacement
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(2) Therefore is a cause of a violation of any requirement of the POTW's 
NPDES permit (including an increase in the magnitude or duration of a 
violation) or of the prevention of sewage sludge use or disposal in 
compliance with the following statutory provisions and regulations or 
permits issued thereunder (or more stringent State or local regulations): 
Section 405 of the Clean Water Act, the Solid Waste Disposal Act 
(SWDA) (including Title II, more commonly referred to as the Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), and including State regulations 
contained in any State sludge management plan prepared pursuant to 
Subtitle D of the SWDA), the Clean Air Act, and the Marine Protection, 
Research and Sanctuaries Act [40 CFR 403.3(i)]. 
(Ord. 02-7.  Passed 2-20-02; Ord. 50-03.  Passed 12-16-03.)

(r) “Maximum daily limit” means the highest allowable “daily discharge” of a 
pollutant.  (Ord. 50-2003.  Passed 12-16-03.)

(s) "mg/l" means milligrams per liter. 
(t) "New source" means any building, structure, facility, or installation from which 

there is or may be a discharge of pollutants, the construction of which commenced 
after the publication of proposed Pretreatment Standards under Section 307(c) of 
the Clean Water Act if such standards are thereafter promulgated in accordance 
with that section (provided that certain conditions dealing with the construction 
and siting of that source vis-a-vis other sources are met) [40 CFR 403.3(k)]. 

(u) "Pass through" means a discharge which exits the POTW into waters of the 
United States in quantities or concentrations which, alone or in conjunction with a 
discharge or discharges from other sources, is a cause of a violation of any 
requirement of the POTW's NPDES permit (including an increase in the 
magnitude or duration of a violation) [40 CFR 403.3(n)]. 

 (v) "pH" means the logarithm (base 10) of the reciprocal of the weight of hydrogen 
ions in grams per liter of solution. 

(w)  "Person" means any individual, partnership, firm, company, corporation, 
association, joint stock company, trust, estate, governmental entity or any other 
legal entity, or their legal representatives, agents or assigns. The masculine gender 
shall include the feminine, the singular shall include the plural where indicated by 
the context. 

(x) "Publicly Owned Treatment Works" or "POTW" means a treatment works as 
defined by section 212 of the Act, which is owned by a State or municipality (as 
defined by section 502(4) of the Act).  This definition includes any devices and 
systems used in the storage, treatment, recycling and reclamation of municipal 
sewage or industrial wastes of a liquid nature. It also includes sewers, pipes and 
other conveyances only if they convey wastewater to a POTW Treatment Plant. 
The term also means the municipality as defined in section 502(4) of the Act, 
which has jurisdiction over the Indirect Discharges to and the discharges from 
such a treatment work [40 CFR 403.3(o)]. 

(y) "Sanitary sewer" means a sewer which carries sewage and to which storm, surface 
and ground waters are not intentionally admitted. 

(z) "Sewage" means a combination of the water-carried wastes from residences, 
business buildings, institutions and industrial establishments, together with such 
ground, surface and storm waters as may be present. 

(aa) "Sewage works" means all facilities for collection, pumping, treating and 
disposing of sewage (see Publicly Owned Treatment Works-POTW). 

(bb) "Storm Water" means storm water runoff, snow melt runoff, and surface runoff 
and drainage. 
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(cc) "Storm sewer or storm drain" means a sewer which carries storm and surface 
waters and drainage, but excludes sewage and polluted industrial wastes. 

(dd) "Suspended solids" means the total nonfilterable residue retained on a glass fiber 
filter, .45 micron, and dried at a temperature of 103-105 C to a constant weight. 

(ee) "Toxic Pollutant" means any pollutant or combination of pollutants listed as toxic 
in regulations promulgated by the Administrator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency under the provision of the Clean Water Act 307(a) or other Acts. 

(ff) "Treatment plant" means the York City Wastewater Treatment Plant, 1701 Black 
Bridge Road, York, PA 17402. 

(gg) "Upset" means an exceptional incident in which there is unintentional and 
temporary noncompliance with categorical Pretreatment Standards because of 
factors beyond the reasonable control of the Industrial User. An Upset does not 
include noncompliance to the extent caused by operational error, improperly 
designed treatment facilities, inadequate treatment facilities, lack of preventive 
maintenance, or careless or improper operation [40 CFR 403.16(a)]. 
(Ord. 02-7.  Passed 2-20-02; Ord. 50-2003.  Passed 12-16-03.)

931.02 PROHIBITED WASTES. 
(a) No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged any storm water, surface 

water, ground water, roof run-off or subsurface drainage except around basement walls into any 
sanitary sewer. The addition of cooling water or unpolluted water or an increase in the use of 
process water for the purpose of reducing the concentrations of substances that are limited or 
prohibited by this article shall be prohibited. 

(b) Except as hereinafter provided, no person shall discharge or cause to be 
discharged at any time any of the following described wastes or waters into any sanitary sewer or 
drain connected therewith: 

(1) Any liquid or vapor having temperature which shall inhibit biological 
activity in the treatment plant resulting in an inhibition or disruption of the 
Treatment Plant process, but in no case wastewater with a temperature 
upon reaching the Treatment Plant which exceeds 40 C (104 F) or upon 
reaching the public sewer of 82 C (180 F).
(Ord. 02-7.  Passed 2-20-02.)

(2) Any water or waste containing more than 100 mg/l by weight of 
recoverable oil and grease, as per 40 CFR 136.3.
(Ord. 50-2003.  Passed 12-16-03.)

(3) Any garbage that is not ground garbage. 
(4) Any ashes, cinders, sand, mud, straw, hay scraps, rags, shavings, metal, 

glass, bones, feathers, rubber, tires, plastic, wood, paunch manure, 
butchers' offal, grease or solid fat, floating oil or any other solids or 
viscous substance capable of causing obstruction to the flow in sewers or 
other interference with the proper operation of the sewage works. 

(5) Any water or waste having a pH lower than 5.5 or higher than 11.0 or 
having any corrosive property capable of causing damage or hazards to 
structures, equipment or personnel of the sewage works or affecting the 
biological treatment of the waste. 
(Ord. 02-7.  Passed 2-20-02.)
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(6) Any water or waste containing any substances in concentrations in excess 
of the following limits:

Substances Maximum Daily Limit
(mg/L.)

Arsenic 0.2
Cadmium 0.16
Chromium 0.9
Copper 1.6
Cyanide 0.005 or 0.9 by permit
Lead 0.5
Mercury 0.05
Molybdenum 3.0
Nickel 1.5
Selenium 0.5
Silver 1.3
Zinc 5.0

(Ord. 38-2003.  Passed 10-7-03.)
(7) Any toxic substance that shall pass through the sewage works and exceed 

State or Federal Environmental quality standards or cause an adverse 
effect on the POTW treatment processes or the quality of the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant effluent. 

(8) Any water or waste containing pollutants of such character and quantity 
that unusual attention or expense is required to handle such materials at 
the wastewater treatment plant, without a permit obtained in accordance 
with Section 931.03.

(9) Any water or waste containing any pollutant at a flow rate and/or 
concentration which causes interference. 

(10) Any toxic radioactive isotopes, without special permit. Biomedical waste 
disposal in accordance with 10 CFR Part 20 “Standards for Protection 
Against Radiation”, is permitted. 

(11) Any fuel or flammable material. 
(12) Any substance which may form a deposit tending to cause a stoppage or 

injure, in any way, the sewage works. 
(13) Any tar or by-products from any gas works or similar establishment. 
(14) Any pathological matter. 
(15) Any water or waste by any person having any average daily discharge to 

the sewage works of more than 5,000 gallons per day containing more 
than 3,000 mg/L. of B.O.D. 

(16) Pollutants which create a fire or explosion hazard in the POTW, including, 
but not limited to, wastestreams with a closed cup flashpoint of less than 
140 degrees Fahrenheit or 60 degrees Centigrade using the test methods 
specified in 40 CFR 261.21. 



931.03                STREETS, UTILITIES AND PUBLIC SERVICES CODE                    36

(17) Petroleum oil, nonbiodegradable cutting oil, or products of mineral oil 
origin in amounts that will cause interference or pass through. 

(18) Pollutants which result in the presence of toxic gases, vapors or fumes 
within the POTW in a quantity that may cause acute werker health and 
safety problems. 

(19) Any trucked or hauled pollutants, except at discharge points designated in 
writing by the General Manager of the POTW. 

(c) The Federal Pretreatment Regulations do not allow a waiver of pretreatment 
standards, or local limits, for Categorical Industrial Users. 
(Ord. 02-7.  Passed 2-20-02.)

931.03   INDUSTRIAL WASTES.
(a) Treatment of Industrial Wastes.  The economy and desirability of the combined 

treatment of industrial wastes and sanitary sewage is recognized. However, not all types and 
quantities of industrial wastes can be so treated. Hence it shall be the established policy of the 
City to admit those types and quantities of industrial wastes that are not harmful or damaging to 
the structures, processes or operation of the sewage works or are not specifically prohibited by 
this article. It is also recognized that to provide this service, additional facilities are required, the 
cost of which shall be borne by those persons receiving benefits. Additionally, the City and 
industry shall abide by federal pretreatment regulations. 

(b) Approval Required for Industrial Wastes.   In order to control the admission of 
industrial waste, the discharge into any sanitary sewer of any industrial waste having: 

(1) A five day 20 degrees Centigrade B.O.D. greater than 300 mg/l; or 
(2) A suspended solids content greater than 350 mg/l; or 
(3) An average daily flow greater than twenty-five thousand gallons per day, 

or 
(4) Any toxic pollutant as defined pursuant to Section 307 of the Federal 

Water Pollution Control Act, 33 U.S.C. 1251, et seq. or any hazardous 
wastes as defined pursuant to the Resource Conservation and Recovery 
Act, 42 U.S.C. 6901 et seq.; or 

(5) Any wastes which are considered by the General Manager to offer 
possibilities of harm to structures, processes, or operation of the sewage 
works or to have significant impact, either singly or in combination with 
other contributing industries, on the treatment process, the quality of 
sludge, the system's effluent quality or air emissions generated by the 
system; 

Shall be prohibited unless a permit is obtained for that purpose in the manner hereinafter 
described. Such permit shall be granted by the City upon the review and approval of the General 
Manager. The City reserves the right to deny new or existing contributions to the system if, 
because of the volume or characteristics, such wastes are determined by the City to be 
detrimental to the operation of the sewage works or shall cause the City to be in violation of any 
laws or regulations affecting the City. 
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(c) Survey Data Required.   All persons who are now discharging industrial wastes 
into any sanitary sewer shall upon the request of the General Manager, fill in and file with the 
General Manager, a questionnaire which furnishes pertinent data, inclusive of quantity of flow 
and analysis of the industrial wastes discharged, as set forth in subsection (j) hereof. Any person 
desiring to make a new connection or a significant change in the quality of an existing 
connection to the sewage works for the purpose of discharging, shall fill in and file with the 
General Manager an industrial waste questionnaire which furnishes pertinent or predicted data 
inclusive of quantity of flow and an analysis of the industrial waste to be discharged into the 
sewage works as set forth in subsection (j) hereof. 

(d) Industrial Wastewater Contribution Permits. 
(1) In order to receive a permit to discharge wastes requiring approval under 

subsection (b), a written application shall be filed with the General 
Manager. Information required for industrial users includes, but not 
limited to, a baseline monitoring report containing identifying information, 
a compliance report concerning categorical pretreatment standard 
deadlines, compliance schedule reports, and periodic reports on continued 
compliance. Any person discharging industrial wastes into any sanitary 
sewer at the time of passage of this article and requiring a permit shall 
apply within ninety days after the effective date of this article. All such 
persons are considered to have a valid permit until such time as the City 
shall act upon the permit application. It shall be the duty of the Industrial 
and Commercial user to maintain operations in compliance with Federal 
and State regulations. 

(2) Prior to the issuance or renewal of a permit, the applicant shall pay to the 
City Treasurer the nonrefundable sum of forty-five dollars ($45.00) and 
shall exhibit to the General Manager a receipt for the amount paid. 

(3) No permit shall be granted to any person unless he agrees to indemnify 
and to save the City, its officers, employees and agents harmless from any 
and all claims, costs, damages and liabilities which may accrue or be 
claimed to accrue by reason of the permitted waste disposal activity. 

(4) Permit holders shall abide by the conditions of the permit and failure to do 
so constitutes a violation of this article.

(5) Should a permit holder significantly change the volume of its discharge or 
change its character for any reason, he shall notify the General Manager of 
such changes and the General Manager may require application for a new 
permit. 

(6) A permit may be suspended or revoked in whole or in part by the General 
Manager for cause including but not limited to the following: 
A. Violation of any terms or conditions of the permit; 
B. Obtaining the permit by misrepresentation or failure to disclose 

fully all relevant facts; 
C. A change in any condition, including but not limited to changes in 

state or federal regulations or changes in the treatment process that 
require either a temporary or permanent reduction or  elimination 
of the permitted discharge.  

(7) All categorical industrial users are required to obtain a permit. 
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(e) Permit Conditions.   Industrial wastewater contribution permits shall be expressly 
subject to all provisions of this article and all other applicable state, federal and local regulations, 
user charges and fees established by the City. Where federal or state pretreatment regulations 
impose additional requirements or more stringent limits than those stated in the permit, these 
requirements and limits become part of the permit whether or not they are stated in the permit. 
Permits may contain the following: 

(1) Limits on the average and maximum wastewater constituents and 
characteristics; 

(2) Limits on average and maximum rate and time of discharge or 
requirements for flow regulation and equalization; 

(3) Requirements for the installation and maintenance of inspection and 
sampling facilities; 

(4) Specifications for self-monitoring programs which may include sampling 
locations, frequency of sampling number, types and standards for tests and 
reporting schedule; 

(5) Compliance schedules; 
(6) Requirements for submission of technical reports or discharge reports; 
(7) Requirements for maintaining and retaining plant records relating to 

wastewater discharge for a period of not less than 3 years, and affording 
the City access thereto;

(8) Requirements for notification to the City of any new introduction of 
industrial wastes or an substantial change in the volume or character of the 
industrial wastes being introduced into any sanitary sewer; 

(9) Requirements for submission of spill prevention plans; 
(10) Requirements for installation of means to prevent spills of hazardous 

materials, untreated waste, raw materials or product into the sewage 
works; 

(11) Other conditions as deemed appropriate by the City to ensure compliance 
with this article. 

(f) Permit Duration.   An industrial wastewater contribution permit shall be issued for 
a specified time period not to exceed three years. A permit holder shall apply for permit 
reissuance a minimum of one hundred twenty (120) days prior to the expiration of the existing 
permit. The terms and conditions of the permit may be subject to modification by the City during 
the term of the permit should changes in federal or state pretreatment regulations occur or other 
just cause exist. The permit holder shall be informed of any proposed changes in his permit at 
least thirty days prior to the effective date of change. Any changes or new conditions in the 
permit shall include a reasonable time schedule for compliance. 

(g) Permit Transfer.   Industrial wastewater contribution permits are issued to a 
specific person for a specific operation. A wastewater discharge permit shall not be reassigned or 
transferred or sold or applied to different premises or a new or changed operation without the 
written approval of the General Manager. 

(h) Pretreatment.   All persons using sewage works shall provide wastewater 
treatment as required to comply with this article and with all federal pretreatment standards 
within the time limitations specified by federal regulation or other limits that may from time to 
time be set by regulatory agencies. 
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(i) Certification of Reports.   Any person signing the application statement, baseline 
monitoring report, periodic self-monitoring reports, and questionnaire shall make the following 
certification:

“I have personally examined and am familiar with the information submitted in the 
attached document, and I hereby certify under penalty of law that this information was obtained 
in accordance with the requirements of Article 931 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of 
York, Pennsylvania. Moreover, based upon my inquiry of those individuals immediately 
responsible for obtaining the information herein, I believe that the submitted
information is true, accurate and complete. I am aware that there are significant penalties for 
submitting false information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment.”

(j) Sampling and Analysis.   The holder of an industrial wastewater contribution 
permit shall furnish the General Manager with written and signed reports of sample analysis at a 
frequency specified in the industrial wastewater contribution permit. Samples to be used for 
surcharge purposes shall be composites collected over a twenty-four hour period so as to be truly 
representative of the quality of the wastes. Samples shall be collected, preserved and analyzed 
promptly, in accordance to 40 CFR Part 136, to insure accurate results. An analysis shall be 
made by a qualified chemist in a testing laboratory approved by the General Manager to perform 
the required analysis using the laboratory methods as specified in 40 CFR Part 136. The City 
representatives may sample and inspect the waste by composite sample or by grab sample in 
order to verify the analysis being submitted by the industry. If the analysis being made by the 
City determines that the waste is not in substantial accordance with the analysis furnished and 
not in conformance with the anticipated determinations of the wastes in the wastewater 
contribution permits, the industry shall be declared in violation of its wastewater contribution 
permit by the General Manager, and shall be subject to the provisions of Section 931.99. 

(k) Control Manhole.   Any person discharging industrial wastes into any sanitary 
sewer shall construct and maintain at his expense a suitable control manhole, or manholes, 
downstream from any treatment storage, or other approved works, to facilitate observation, 
measurement and sampling of all wastes, including domestic sewage, from the establishment. 
The control manhole or manholes shall be constructed at suitable and satisfactory locations and 
built in a manner approved by the General Manager. The control manhole shall be accessible to 
the General Manager or his representatives at all times for sampling. 

(l) Slug Loading.   Any person shall notify the General Manager immediately of any 
planned or unplanned discharge of waste of a strength or character unusual for the person or in 
violation of the person's wastewater contribution permit, or Upset. A written follow-up report 
thereof shall be filed by the person with the City within five days. The report shall specify: 

(1) Description of the upset, the cause thereof and the upset's impact on a 
user's compliance status. 

(2) Duration of noncompliance, including exact dates and times of 
noncompliance, and if the noncompliance continues, the time by which 
compliance is reasonably expected to occur. 

(3) All steps taken or to be taken to reduce, eliminate and prevent recurrence 
of such an upset or other conditions of noncompliance. 



931.03                STREETS, UTILITIES AND PUBLIC SERVICES CODE                    40

(m) Fees for Analyses and Inspections.   The City or its designated agent shall inspect 
properties discharging waste other than domestic wastewater into the sewage works and obtain 
and analyze samples therefrom to enforce provisions of this article, to comply with State and 
Federal requirements, and to determine applicable surcharges. Fees for such services shall be 
assessed in accordance with a schedule established by administrative order based on costs. 

(n) Spill Prevention Plans.   Any person using or storing flowable materials in excess 
of fifty gallons of liquid or 500 pounds of solid shall be required to submit a spill prevention 
control plan if so ordered by the General Manager. 

(o) Signatory Requirements.   Industrial user reports and submissions, to include but 
not limited to (Permit Applications, Industrial Questionnaires, Baseline Monitoring Reports, 
final compliance reports and periodic compliance reports), requiring signature and certification 
shall be signed by the following persons:

(1) By a responsible corporate officer, if the industrial user submitting the 
reports is a corporation. For the purposes of this paragraph a responsible 
corporate officer means: 
A. A president, secretary, treasurer, or vice-president of the 

corporation in charge of a principal business function or any other 
person who performs similar policy or decision-making functions 
for the corporations, or; 

B. The manager of one or more manufacturing, production, or 
operation facilities employing more than 250 persons or having 
gross annual sales or expenditures exceeding $25 million (in 
second quarter 1980) dollars, if the authority to sign documents has 
been assigned or delegated to the manager in accordance with 
corporate procedures. 

(2) By a general partner or proprietor if the industrial user submitting the 
reports is a partnership or sole proprietorship respectively. 

(3) The principal executive officer or director having responsibility for the 
overall operation of the discharging facility if the Industrial User 
submitting the reports is a Federal, State or local governmental entity, or 
their agents. 

(4) By a duly authorized representative of the individual designated in 
paragraph (1), (2), or (3) of this section if: 
A. The authorization is made in writing by the individual described in 

paragraph (1), (2), or (3); 
B. The authorization specifies either an individual or a position 

having responsibility for the overall operation of the facility from 
which the industrial discharge originates, such as the position of 
plant manager, operator of a well, or a well file General Manager, 
or a position of equivalent responsibility, or having overall 
responsibility for environmental matters for the company; and 

C. The written authorization is submitted to the City. 
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(5) If an authorization under paragraph (4) of this section is no longer accurate 
because a different individual or position has responsibility for the overall 
operation of the facility, or overall responsibility for  environmental 
matters for the company, a new authorization satisfying the requirements 
of paragraph (4) of this section must be submitted to the City prior to or 
together with any reports to be signed by an authorized representative. 
(Ord. 02-7.  Passed 2-20-02.)

931.04   INSPECTIONS.
The General Manager and other duly authorized employees of the City bearing proper 

credentials and identification shall be permitted to enter upon all properties for the purposes of 
inspection, observation, measurement, sampling and testing, and to examine and copy records of 
operation required by the City, Federal or State agencies in accordance with the provisions of 
this article. 
(Ord. 02-7.  Passed 2-20-02.)

931.05   SEWAGE, WASTES AND SPILLED MATTER NOT TO BE
   DISCHARGED INTO WATERCOURSES. 

(a) All owners or users of private sewers which, either directly or through an 
intervening public or private storm sewer, drain domestic sewage into any natural watercourse 
within the City limits, shall discontinue the discharge of such sewage into such watercourse 
within three months after notice to do so from the Department of Public Works served upon such 
owner or user, or, if nonresident in the City, upon the agent thereof or upon the party in 
possession, and if there is no agent or party in possession, then by notice posted upon the most 
public part of the property. Such owner shall, within such time, and at his own expense, connect 
his house drain with the sanitary sewer system. Provided, however, that if the sanitary sewer 
system is not laid along any property, then the owner of such property shall be exempted from 
the requirements of this section until such time as the system shall be available for use, or until 
the City otherwise makes provision for the disposition of such sewage. Nothing herein contained 
shall forbid the continuation of the drainage through such private or public storm water sewers of 
roof, surface or ground water. 
 

(b) The discharge or spilling of industrial waste or waste water or of any hazardous, 
toxic, colored or oil-bearing matter into a natural watercourse either directly or indirectly via 
public or private storm sewer, ditch or culvert is prohibited unless such discharge is in 
accordance with the permit issued by the United States Environmental Protection Agency or the 
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Resources or consists of unpolluted cooling, boiler 
or distilled water. 
(Ord. 02-7.  Passed 2-20-02.)

931.06   GARAGES.
(a) Every garage or other structure for the housing, sale or repair of vehicles in which 

vehicles are washed, cleaned or repaired shall, before being connected with the sewage works, be 
provided with proper means for draining the floors and repair pits, as hereinafter provided.
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(b) Any drain in the floor or repair pit of any garage or other structure for the 
housing, sale or repair of vehicles, shall have a special connection discharging through an 
interceptor, which shall be located under the direction of the Plumbing Inspector, before being 
connected to the house drain. The interceptor shall be so arranged as to intercept all oils, gasoline 
or other flammable fluids, as well as sand, silt and other solids, for the purpose of excluding the 
same from the sewage works. It shall be water-tight, so located as to be provided a suitable 
approved manhole frame and cover, and shall be of design and capacity approved by the 
Plumbing Inspector. The oils and other flammable fluids which accumulate in such interceptors 
shall be pumped or otherwise removed, and the interceptors shall be so maintained as to insure 
the exclusion of the same from the sewage works. They shall be kept free from sand, silt or other 
solids and shall be subject to regular inspection by the Department of Public Works. The 
contents of the same shall be promptly disposed of after removal to the satisfaction of the 
Department of Public Works.

(c) Every garage or other structure used for the housing, sale or repair of vehicles 
connected with any public or private sewer shall be provided with a floor drain and interceptor in 
accordance with this section within sixty days after notice from the Department of Public Works. 
(Ord. 02-7.  Passed 2-20-02.)

931.07   INTERCEPTORS REQUIRED.
All persons storing or using flammable or hazardous materials or discharging matter 

likely to obstruct any part of the sewage works or injure same or cause a nuisance, shall not 
connect to any sanitary sewer except through interceptors, catch basins or screens as may be 
prescribed by the Plumbing Inspector, or Department of Public Works.
(Ord. 02-7.  Passed 2-20-02.)

931.08   HOTELS AND RESTAURANTS.
(a) All hotels, restaurants, boarding houses and public eating places, before draining 

into the sewage system, shall install grease interceptors on fixtures as required by the Plumbing 
Inspector or the Department of Public Works. 

(b) The greases, oils and solid materials which accumulate in such interceptors shall 
be pumped or otherwise removed, and the interceptors shall be so maintained as to insure the 
exclusion of the same from the sewage works. They shall be subject to regular inspection by the 
Department of Public Works. The contents of same shall be promptly disposed of after removal 
to the satisfaction of the Department of Public Works. 
(Ord. 02-7.  Passed 2-20-02.)

931.09   VIOLATIONS.
(a) Upon failure of any owner to comply with any of the terms and requirements of 

this article after notice to do so, the same may be done or caused to be done by the City and the 
cost thereof shall be levied and collected from such owner, together with penalty of ten percent 
(10%) of such costs and all charges and expenses. Such amount shall be a lien upon such 
premises from the time of the completion of the work, which date shall be fixed by the certificate 
of the Plumbing Inspector, filed with the City Solicitor, and may be collected by action in 
assumpsit, or such lien may be filed and proceeded in as provided by law in the case of 
municipal liens. 
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(b) In addition thereto any owner or other person who violates or refuses to comply 
with any provision of this article or any notice given under the authority of the same, or who 
obstructs or interferes with any person in the execution of any of the provisions hereof, shall be 
subject to the penalty provided in Section 931.99. 
(Ord. 02-7.  Passed 2-20-02.)

931.10   SEWER RENTAL SURCHARGES; DETERMINATION AND
   MEASURING VOLUME.

(a) Sewer Rental Surcharges for Nondomestic Wastes.   In addition to sewer rent for 
collection and treatment of sewage discharged into the sewage works by commercial and 
industrial users, further charges shall be made for all sewage discharged into the sewage works 
having values for certain parameters in excess of certain concentrations limits as listed below: 

Parameters
 Concentrations in mg/L. Concentration Limits in mg/L.
 Ammonia (as Nitrogen) 15

Arsenic 0.004
B.O.D. 300
Cadmium 0.004
Chromium 0.06
Copper 0.1
Cyanide 0.05
Lead 0.06
Nickel 0.03
Phosphate (as Phosphorus) 9.0
Mercury 0.0004
Silver 0.006

 Suspended Solids 350
 Zinc 0.3

The total surcharge shall equal the sum of each of the surcharges applicable to the waste 
in accordance with the formula below: 

SC = 8.34 x Q x (Value of Parameter - Concentration Limit)
 x K / 1,000,000
 SC = Surcharge for parameter

Q = Volume in gallons
 K = Cost factor for parameter

Cost factors shall be established by administrative order based on toxicity, impact on 
sludge disposal and on costs. The strength of any sewage subject to surcharge shall be 
determined quarterly, or more frequently as the City shall determine, based upon sampling and 
analysis by the City or its designees. However, the City may if it so elects, determine the strength 
of the sewage based upon the results of routine sampling and analysis by the producer of such 
sewage or the results of analysis from previous quarters or from the results of analysis of sewage 
from similar customers.

(b) Methods of Measuring Volume for Surcharge Purposes. 
(1) Whenever a person purchasing all water used from the Water Company 

discharges all sewage to the sewage works at one point, the volume of 
water purchased shall be used as a measure of the quantity of sewage 
discharged. 
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(2) Whenever a person obtains water from other sources or claims that 
alternate means of disposal reduce the volume of sewage discharged, or 
whenever sewage is discharged at more than one point in the sewage 
works, the City shall require the person to install at his expense a meter or 
meters, as may be required to measure the volume or volumes of sewage 
discharged to the sewage works at the point or points of entry. No meter 
for measurement either of water or sewage shall be installed until a plan 
for such installation is submitted to the City or its designated 
representative, and approved satisfactory. All meters or other measuring 
devices installed or required to be used under any provision of this article 
shall be under the control of the City, and may be tested, inspected or 
repaired by the City or by its designee whenever deemed necessary by the 
City. The owner of the property upon which such measuring device is 
installed shall be responsible for its testing, maintenance and safekeeping, 
and all repairs thereto shall be made at the property owner's expense, 
whether such repairs are made necessary by ordinary wear and tear or 
other causes. Owners shall test meters in a manner and at a frequency 
satisfactory to the City. Bills for repairs and calibrations, if made by the 
City, shall be due and payable at the same time, and collected in the same 
manner as are the bills for sewage treatment.  (Ord. 02-7.  Passed 
2-20-02.)

931.11   SUSPENSION AND TERMINATION OF SERVICE. 
(a) Emergency Suspension of Service.   The City may for good cause shown suspend 

the wastewater treatment service to any person when it appears to the City that an actual or 
threatened discharge presents or may present an imminent or substantial danger to the health or 
welfare of persons or to the environment, interferes with the operation of the sewage works, or 
violates any pretreatment limits imposed by this article. In the event of failure to comply 
voluntarily with a suspension order within the specified time, the City may commence judicial 
proceedings to compel compliance with such order. 

(b) Revocation of Treatment Services.   The City may seek to terminate the 
wastewater treatment services to any person who fails to: 

(1) Factually report the wastewater constituents and characteristics of its 
discharge; 

(2) Report significant changes in wastewater constituents or characteristics; 
(3) Permit reasonable access to the person's premises by a representative of 

the City for the purpose of inspection or monitoring; or 
(4) Violates the conditions of this article or any order entered with respect 

thereto. 

(c) Notification of Violation; Administrative Adjustment.   Whenever the City finds 
that any person has engaged in conduct which justifies termination of wastewater treatment 
services, pursuant to subsection (b) hereof, the City may serve or cause to be served upon such 
person, a written notice either personally or by certified or registered mail, return receipt 
requested, stating the nature of the alleged violation.
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Within thirty days of the date of receipt of the notice, the person shall respond personally 
or in writing to the City, advising of its position with respect to the allegations. Thereafter the 
parties shall meet to ascertain the veracity of the allegations and where necessary, establish a 
plan for the satisfactory correction thereof. 

(d) Show Cause Hearing.   Where the violation which justifies termination of 
wastewater treatment service pursuant to subsection (b) hereof, is not corrected by timely 
compliance by means of administrative adjustment, the City may order any person to show cause 
before the City or its duly authorized representative, why the proposed service termination action 
should not be taken. A written notice shall be served on the person either personally or by 
certified or registered mail, return receipt requested, specifying the time and place of a hearing to 
be held by the City or its designee regarding the violation, the reasons why the enforcement 
action is to be taken, the proposed enforcement action, and directing the person to show cause 
before the City, or its designee, why the proposed enforcement action should not be taken. The 
notice of the hearing shall be served no less than seven days before the hearing. Service may be 
made on any agent, officer or authorized representative of a person. The proceedings at the 
hearing shall be considered by the City which shall then enter appropriate orders with respect to 
the alleged improper activities of the person. 

(e) Judicial Proceedings.   Following the entry of any order by the City with respect 
to the conduct of a person contrary to the provisions of this article, the Solicitor for the City may 
commence an action for appropriate legal and/or equitable relief in the appropriate court.  (Ord. 
02-7.  Passed 2-20-02.)
 

931.12   PUBLIC NOTICE OF SIGNIFICANT VIOLATORS.
The City shall annually provide public notification in the largest daily newspaper 

published in the municipality in which the POTW is located, of Industrial Users which, at any 
time during the previous twelve months, were in significant noncompliance with applicable 
pretreatment requirements. For the purposes of this  provision, an Industrial User is in significant 
noncompliance if its violation meets one or more of the following criteria:

(a) Violations of Wastewater Discharge Limits. 
(1) Chronic violations. Sixty-six percent or more of the measurements exceed 

the same daily maximum limit or the same average limit in a 6-month 
period (any magnitude of exceedance). 

(2) Technical Review Criteria (TRC) violations. Thirty-three percent or more 
of the measurements exceed the same daily maximum limit or the same 
average limit by more than the TRC in a 6-month  period.
There are two groups of TRCs: 

Group I for conventional pollutants
(BOD, TSS, fats, oil, and grease) TRC = 1.4

 Group II for all other pollutants TRC = 1.2

(3) Any other violation(s) of an effluent limit (average or daily maximum) 
that the Control Authority believes has caused, alone or in combination 
with other discharges, interference (e.g., slug loads) or passthrough; or 
endangered the health of the sewage treatment personnel or the public. 
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(4) Any discharge of a pollutant that has caused imminent endangerment to 
human health/welfare or to the environment and has resulted in the 
POTW’s exercise of its emergency authority to halt or prevent such a 
discharge. 

(b) Violations of compliance schedule milestones, contained in a local control 
mechanism or enforcement order, for starting construction, completing 
construction, and attaining final compliance by 90 days or more after the schedule 
date.

(c) Failure to provide reports for compliance schedules, self-monitoring data, or 
categorical standards (baseline monitoring reports, 90 day compliance reports, 
and periodic reports) within 30 days from the due date.

(d) Failure to accurately report noncompliance.
(e) Any other violation or group of violations that the Control Authority determines 

will adversely affect the operation or implementation of the local pretreatment 
program.  (Ord. 02-7.  Passed 2-20-02.) 

931.13   PUBLIC ACCESS TO INFORMATION.
“Effluent Data”, as defined by 40 CFR Part 2, will be available to the public for review 

upon request. The effluent data, as defined in 40 CFR 2.302(a)(2), will not be considered 
confidential under any circumstances. Proprietary information and trade secrets will be entitled 
to consideration by the Control Authority for possible confidential treatment, provided this 
information is not "effluent data", if the industrial user stamps "Confidential Business 
Information" over all parts for which protection is sought. 
(Ord. 02-7.  Passed 2-20-02.)

931.14   HAZARDOUS WASTE.
(a) All Users shall notify the General Manager, the EPA Regional Waste 

Management Division Director, and Pennsylvania Hazardous Waste authorities in writing of any 
discharge in the POTW of a substance which, if otherwise disposed of, would be a hazardous 
waste under 40 CFR 261. Such notification must include the name of the hazardous waste as set 
forth in 40 CFR 261, the EPA hazardous waste number, and the type of discharge (continuous, 
batch, or other). If the User discharges more than 100 kilograms of such waste per calendar 
month to the POTW, the notification shall also contain the following information to the extent 
such information is readily available to the User: An identification of the hazardous constituents 
contained in the wastes, an estimation of the mass and concentration of such constituents in the 
wastestream discharged during that calendar month, and an estimation of the mass of 
constituents in the wastestream expected to be discharged during the following twelve months. 
Any notification under this Section need be submitted only once for each hazardous waste 
discharged. This notification requirement does not apply to pollutants already reported under the 
self-monitoring requirements of this Article. 

(b) Users making notification under this section, shall certify that it has a program in 
place to reduce the volume and toxicity of hazardous wastes generated to the degree it has 
determined to be economically practical. 

(c) Users shall permit the General Manager, or duly authorized representatives, to 
inspect hazardous waste generation, treatment, storage, and disposal procedures, and the records 
generated from the management of hazardous waste. 
(Ord. 02-7.  Passed 2-20-02.) 
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931.99   PENALTY.
(a) Any person who violates or fails to comply with any provision of this article shall 

upon conviction thereof be fined not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000) and costs of 
prosecution and in default of payment thereof, shall be imprisoned for not more than thirty days. 
A separate offense shall be deemed committed on each day during or on which a violation or 
failure to comply occurs or continues. 

(b) Any person violating any of the provisions of this article shall become liable to 
the City for any expenses, loss or damage occasioned by the City by reason of such violation. 

(c) For the violation of any of the provisions of this article, the City shall have the 
right and power to disconnect all connecting pipe lines conveying sewage or industrial wastes 
from the buildings of the users of the City's sewers to the City's sewer system from such sewer 
system. The cost of disconnection and any reconnection shall be paid by the user. The right and 
power of disconnection shall be in addition to any fine or penalty imposed for the violation. 
(Ord. 02-7.  Passed 2-20-02.)

(EDITOR’S NOTE: The next printed page is page 40K.)
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ARTICLE 932
Plumbing Requirements

932.01 Definitions.
932.02 Applications for permits for 

connections.
932.03 Tapping fee.
932.04 Connections.
932.05 Joints.
932.06 Basement drains and connections.
932.07 Garbage grinders or disposers.
932.08 "V" connections, laterals and "Y" 

branches.

septic tanks or other receptacles 
prohibited; cleaning and 
backfilling.
Cesspools or privy vaults not to be 
connected with sewers.
Storm water, ground water, and 
other water pipe conveyers.
Approval by Plumbing Inspector 
and Director of Economic 
Development. 
Violations.
Penalty.

CROSS REFERENCES
Federal Water Pollution Control Act - (Clean Water Act); (as amended 

33 U.S.C. 1251, et seq.) 
Sewer connections - see 3rd Class 3201 et seq. (53 P.S. 38201 et seq.)
City may charge tapping fee - see 3rd Class 3202 (53 P.S. 38202)
Power to furnish facilities outside City - see 3rd Class 3250 (53 P.S. 38250)
Sewage disposal standards - see 25 Pa. Code 73.1 et seq. 
Waste water treatment - see 25 Pa. Code Ch. 95
Industrial wastes - see 25 Pa. Code Ch. 97
Industrial wastes charge - see S. U. & P.S. 933.04
New subdivision sewers - see P. & Z.1397.07

932.01  DEFINITIONS.
The following words and terms, when used in this article, shall have the following 

meanings, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise: 
(a) "Commercial wastes" means the wastes generated from a commercial operation as 

distinct from domestic, and industrial sewage. 
(b) "Domestic sewage" means the water-borne waste derived from ordinary living 

processes. 
(c) "Garbage" means solid waste from the preparation, cooking and dispensing of 

food, and from the handling, storage and sale of produce. 
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(d) "Garbage grinders" means a mechanical device which shreds or grinds food for 
the purpose of sewage disposal. 

(e) "Ground garbage" means the residue from the preparation, cooking and 
dispensing of food that has been shredded to such degree that all particles shall be 
carried freely in suspension under the normal flow conditions prevailing in the 
sewer conduit to which they are contributory and those prevailing in public 
sewers with no particle greater than one-half inch in any dimension. 

(f) "Industrial wastes" means the wastes from industrial processes as distinct from 
domestic, and commercial sewage. 

(g) "Interceptor" means a device designed and installed so as to separate and retain 
deleterious, hazardous, or undesirable matter from normal wastes, while 
permitting normal sewage or wastes to discharge into the drainage system by 
gravity.

(h) "Person" means any individual, partnership, firm, company, corporation, 
association, joint stock company, trust, estate, governmental entity or any other 
legal entity, or their legal representatives, agents or assigns. The masculine gender 
shall include the feminine, the singular shall include the plural where indicated by 
the context. 

(i) "Publicly Owned Treatment Works" or "POTW" means a treatment works as 
defined by section 212 of the Act, which is owned by a state or municipality (as 
defined by section 502(4) of the Act). This definition includes any devices and 
systems used in the storage, treatment, recycling and reclamation of municipal 
sewage or industrial wastes of a liquid nature. It also includes sewers, pipes and 
other conveyances only if they convey wastewater to a POTW Treatment Plant. 
The term also means the Municipality as defined in section 502(4) of the Act, 
which has jurisdiction over the Indirect Discharges to and the discharges from 
such a treatment work [40 CFR 403.3(o)]. 

(j) "Sanitary sewer" means a sewer which carries sewage and to which storm, surface 
and ground waters are not intentionally admitted. 

(k) "Sewage" means a combination of the water-carried wastes from residences, 
business buildings, institutions and industrial establishments, together with such 
ground, surface and storm waters as may be present. 

(l) "Sewage works" means all facilities for collection, pumping, treating and 
disposing of sewage (see Publicly Owned Treatment Works-POTW). 

(m) "Storm water" means storm water runoff, snow melt runoff, and surface runoff 
and drainage. 

(n) "Storm sewer or storm drain" means a sewer which carries storm and surface 
waters and drainage, but excludes sewage and polluted industrial wastes.

(o) "General Manager" means the General Manager of the York City Wastewater 
Treatment Plant or his duly authorized representative. 

(p) "Treatment plant" means the York City Wastewater Treatment Plant, 1701 Black 
Bridge Road, York, PA 17402. 
(Ord. 12-2000.  Passed 6-20-00.)
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932.02  APPLICATIONS FOR PERMITS FOR CONNECTIONS.
Whenever it is desired to make any connections with the sewage works, application for a 

permit shall first be made to the Plumbing Inspector in such form as may be approved by the 
Department of Economic Development, and a permit shall be granted by such Inspector in 
conformity with the provisions of this article. 
(Ord. 12-2000. Passed 6-20-00.)

932.03  TAPPING FEE.
A charge of five hundred dollars ($500.00) is hereby levied against each property owner 

for any new connection with such sewer, which sum shall be paid into the City Sewer Rental 
Fund at the time of the granting of the connection permit. 
(Ord. 12-2000. Passed 6-20-00.)

932.04  CONNECTIONS.
(a) Connections shall be laid at the expense of the property owner, but shall be 

subject to inspection at all times by the Plumbing Inspector, or his properly authorized assistants. 
These connections shall not be covered up until they have been properly inspected and approved. 
Sizes shall in general be four inches or greater. They shall be laid in a workmanlike manner with 
sufficient slope and with watertight joints. Watertight work will be insisted upon, and the City 
reserves the right to take up and relay leaky connections at the owner's expense. 

(b) No person, without authority or permission from the City, shall connect any 
property with any sewer which connects with or is a part of the sewage works of the City or 
discharge any sewage, or other drainage or other substance into any sewer which connects with 
or is a part of the City sanitary sewer system. 
(Ord. 12-2000. Passed 6-20-00.)

932.05  JOINTS.
All joints, of both storm and sanitary sewers, shall rendered watertight in accordance with 

existing regulations. 
(Ord. 12-2000. Passed 6-20-00.)

932.06  BASEMENT DRAINS AND CONNECTIONS.
No permit for a basement drain shall be granted until the owner of the building or his 

agent has executed and signed a written agreement upon a form furnished by the City, releasing 
the City from any damage that may result from the basement being flooded by the stoppage of 
sewers, which agreement shall be filed with the City Plumbing Inspector. All basement sewer 
connections for which such permits have been obtained shall be provided with a check valve, and 
the plumbing waste pipes therein shall be so connected that the use of fixtures on or about the 
first floor of such building shall not be interfered with by the shutting off of such valve. Nothing 
in this section shall be construed as affecting properties with basement sewer connections which 
were installed prior to December 28, 1982, and for which the permit and agreement described 
herein were not required.
(Ord. 12-2000. Passed 6-20-00.)

2008 Replacement
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 932.07  GARBAGE GRINDERS OR DISPOSERS. 
(a) The installation and use of garbage grinders shall be permitted only in food 

preparation areas. Domestic units shall not exceed one-half horsepower in power. 

(b) Garbage grinders shall be used only for the disposal of food wastes and no other; 
specifically, not for the disposal of paper products, pathological material, or any other prohibited 
materials or wastes. Such devices shall produce particles of a size that can be carried freely under 
normal flow conditions prevailing in the sewer conduit to which they are contributory. They 
shall not be permitted in areas where sluggish flow or other similar conditions exist which would 
be made worse by the use of garbage grinders. 

(c) Where a property is equipped with a garbage grinder, the property owner shall be 
responsible for maintenance of connections from the main to the buildings. 

(d) All garbage grinders shall be registered with the Plumbing Inspector at the time of 
installation. 
(Ord. 12-2000. Passed 6-20-00.)

932.08  “V” CONNECTIONS, LATERALS AND “Y” BRANCHES.
All connections to the sanitary sewer system or any part thereof shall be made at the end 

of V or lateral provided at the curb or at the Y branch provided in the main sewer for that 
purpose. Where it is necessary to make a connection at a point not provided with a Y branch, the 
sewer shall be tapped and a Y branch inserted. A record of the exact location of such connection 
shall be made at once and placed on the official plans of the City. No connection shall be laid by 
any person from the main sewer to the curb line except under the supervision of the Plumbing 
Inspector and Director of Economic Development or his duly authorized assistants. All 
connections with laterals at the curb shall be made under the supervision of the Plumbing 
Inspector  and Director of Economic Development or his duly authorized assistants.
(Ord. 12-2000. Passed 6-20-00.)

932.09  DRAINAGE INTO CESSPOOLS, WELLS, SEPTIC TANKS OR OTHER
 RECEPTACLES PROHIBITED; CLEANING AND BACKFILLING. 

The drainage or depositing of sewage into cesspools, wells, septic tanks, drain fields or 
other sewage or drainage receptacles is prohibited. The use of cesspools, wells, septic tanks, 
drain fields or other sewage or drainage receptacles for the disposal of sewage is prohibited. All 
cesspools, wells, septic tanks or other sewer or drainage receptacles so used shall be cleaned, 
filled and sealed. A three months' notice to discontinue the use of any cesspool and to have it 
cleaned and filled shall be given by the Department of Economic Development. After the 
cesspool has been cleaned, it may be used to receive surface or roof drainage, upon permission 
granted therefor by the Department of Economic Development. 
(Ord. 12-2000. Passed 6-20-00.)
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932.10  CESSPOOLS OR PRIVY VAULTS NOT TO BE CONNECTED WITH
  SEWERS.

No connection for any cesspool or privy vault shall be made with any sewer, and no privy 
vault or cesspool for sewage or house drainage shall hereafter be constructed in any part of the 
City. 
(Ord. 12-2000. Passed 6-20-00.)

932.11  STORM WATER, GROUND WATER, AND OTHER WATER PIPE
   CONVEYERS.

No storm water or downspout pipes, or other pipes used to convey water, except the pipes 
necessary to plumbing and dwelling drainage systems, shall be connected with any sanitary 
sewer. The Plumbing Inspector shall at all times have the right to close up or disconnect from the 
sanitary sewer system any private dwelling sewer which is used for the carrying of storm water 
or ground water into the sanitary sewer. 
(Ord. 12-2000. Passed 6-20-00.)

932.12  APPROVAL BY PLUMBING INSPECTOR AND  DIRECTOR OF
   ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.

(a) Before or after any building shall be connected with the sewage works, the 
plumbing system thereof shall be inspected and approved by the Plumbing Inspector and 
Superintendent of Sanitary Sewers, and he may order a revision, alteration or correction thereof 
to the end that the same may conform, in construction and manner of use, to the provisions of 
this article, the requirements of the State Department of Health, the requirements of the State 
Department of Environmental Resources, the requirements of the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency and the Acts of Assembly relating thereto. 

(b) When any building is removed, or any drainage or sewer system is abandoned or 
dismantled or removed, the sewer connection shall be disconnected at the curb, or property line 
and properly sealed and inspected by the Plumbing Inspector. 
(Ord. 12-2000. Passed 6-20-00.)

932.13  VIOLATIONS. 
(a) Upon failure of any owner to comply with any of the terms and requirements of 

this article after notice to do so, the same may be done or caused to be done by the City and the 
cost thereof shall be levied and collected from such owner, together with penalty of ten percent 
(10%) of such costs and all charges and expenses. Such amount shall be a lien upon such 
premises from the time of the completion of the work, which date shall be fixed by the certificate 
of the Plumbing Inspector, filed with the City Solicitor, and may be collected by action in 
assumpsit, or such lien may be filed and proceeded in as provided by law in the case of 
municipal liens. 

(b) In addition thereto any owner or other person who violates or refuses to comply 
with any provision of this article or any notice given under the authority of the same, or who 
obstructs or interferes with any person in the execution of any of the provisions hereof, shall be 
subject to the penalty provided in Section 931.99.
(Ord. 12-2000. Passed 6-20-00.)

2008 Replacement
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932.99  PENALTY. 
(a) Any person who violates or fails to comply with any provision of this article shall 

upon conviction thereof be fined not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000) and costs of 
prosecution and in default of payment thereof, shall be imprisoned for not more than thirty days. 
A separate offense shall be deemed committed on each day during or on which a violation or 
failure to comply occurs or continues. 

(b) Any person violating any of the provisions of this article shall become liable to 
the City for any expenses, loss or damage occasioned by the City by reason of such violation. 

(c) For the violation of any of the provisions of this article, the City shall have the 
right and power to disconnect all connecting pipe lines conveying sewage or industrial wastes 
from the buildings of the users of the City's sewers to the City's sewer system from such sewer 
system. The cost of disconnection and any reconnection shall be paid by the user. The right and 
power of disconnection shall be in addition to any fine or penalty imposed for the violation. 
(Ord. 12-2000. Passed 6-20-00.)
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Amended Bill No. 52, Ordinance No. 51 of 2008

ARTICLE 933
Sewer Rentals

933.01 Definitions.
933.02 Imposition of sewer rent.
933.03 Annual sanitary sewer rates.
933.04 Industrial wastes charge.
933.05 Sewage from outside of City.
933.06 Additional classifications and 

modifications.
933.07 Time of payment and penalties.
933.08 Adjustments and credits.
933.09 Delinquent sewer rentals and liens.

933.10 Rules and regulations.
933.11 Amendments.
933.12 Sewer Rental Fund created.
933.13 Administrative support.
933.14 Records.
933.15 City credit not pledged.

Rebates for low income elderly 
citizens and low income 
permanently disabled citizens.

 CROSS REFERENCES
Power to impose and collect sewer rentals - see 3rd Class §3211 et seq. 

(53 P.S. §38211 et seq.) 
Industrial wastes - see 25 Pa. Code Ch. 97
Admission of industrial wastes - see S. U. & P. S. 931.03
Sewer connections outside City - see S. U. & P. S. 931.25

933.01  DEFINITIONS. 
The following words and terms, when used in this article, shall have the following 

meanings, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise: 
(a) "Authority" means the York City Sewer Authority. 
(b) "City" means the City of York. 
(c) "Council" means the group of elected officials acting as the governing body of the 

City. 
(d) "Commercial use" means a property which is intended to be used for the purpose 

of carrying on a trade, business or profession, or for social, religious, educational, 
charitable or public uses. 

(e) "Domestic use" means a property which is intended to be used for continuous or 
periodic habitation by human beings or animals. 

(f) "Industrial use" means a property which is intended to be used in whole or in part 
for the manufacture, conversion, processing, cleaning, laundering or assembly of 
any product, commodity or article. 

(g) "Industrial waste" means the liquid, gaseous or water borne wastes from industrial 
processes or commercial establishments as distinct from sanitary sewage. 

(h) "Sanitary sewage" means the normal water-carried household and toilet wastes 
from residences, business buildings, institutions, commercial and industrial 
establishments. 

2008 Replacement
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(i) “Sewer system” means all facilities for collection, treating and disposing of 
industrial waste and sanitary sewage.

(j) “Uncontaminated water” means clean water unmixed with and free of any foreign 
matter whatsoever.

(k) “Water Company” means the York Water Company, it successors and assigns.
(Ord. 7-1954 §1.)

933.02  IMPOSITION OF SEWER RENT.
There is hereby imposed upon the owner of each property located within the City limits, 

served by the sewer system and having the use thereof, an annual sewer rent, payable as 
hereinafter provided, for use, whether direct or indirect of the sewer system, based on the rates 
and in accordance with the classifications hereinafter set forth.
(Ord. 7-1954 §2.)

933.03  ANNUAL SANITARY SEWER RATES.
Rates for Domestic and Commercial Metered Water Users.  All persons owning property 

used for domestic or commercial purposes which property is connected to the sewer system and 
served with metered water service by the Water Company shall pay a monthly rental for sanitary 
sewage service based on quantity of water used as evidenced by meter readings of water meters 
installed and maintained by the Water Company for the purpose of measuring water purchased 
from such Water Company and such other meters as may be installed pursuant to the provisions 
of this article, and subject to the minimum charges hereinafter provided as follows:

(a) Monthly quantity charge.

For each 1000 gallons per month: $6.00

(b) Minimum charge.   All domestic and commercial users shall pay a minimum 
charge of $18.00 per month which shall entitle such users to 3,000 gallons per 
month sewer service.  
(Ord.  42-2007.  Passed 12-18-07.)

2008 Replacement
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933.04  INDUSTRIAL WASTE CHARGE.
(a) Sewer Rent or Charge for Industrial Wastes.  The sewer rent or charge for the 

collection and treatment of industrial wastes discharged into the sewer system by industrial users, 
shall be a quarterly charge based upon the water consumption, adjusted for that portion 
determined to be sanitary sewage, of the property served and shall be computed at the following 
standard metered rates:

For each 1000 gallons per month: $6.00
(Ord. 42-2007.  Passed 12-18-07.)

(b) Sewer Rental Surcharge for Industrial Wastes.  (EDITOR’S NOTE:  This 
subsection was repealed by Ordinance 15-1987, passed May 5, 1987.  See Section 931.10 for 
relevant provisions.)
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(c) Methods of Measuring Volume of Industrial Wastes. 
(1) Whenever a person purchasing all water used from the Water Company 

discharges only industrial waste to the sewer system, the volume of water 
purchased shall be used as a measure of the quantity of industrial waste 
discharged. 

(2) Whenever a person purchasing all water used from the Water Company 
discharges combined sanitary sewage and industrial waste to the sewer 
system, the volume of water purchased chargeable as industrial waste shall 
be the total volume of water purchased less the volume of water 
determined to be sanitary sewage. The volume of water determined to be 
sanitary sewage shall be determined in either of the following ways: 
A. Actual measured flows; 
B. By multiplying the average number of employees in the 

establishment during the preceding billing period by 2,000 gallons 
per quarter. 

(3) Whenever a person purchasing water from the Water Company 
and discharging industrial waste to the sewer system also discharges 
uncontaminated water to either a separate storm sewer or other outlet, an 
allowance for the amount of water so discharged shall be made in 
computing the sewer charges. The person so discharging uncontaminated 
water shall at his own expense install a meter or meters, as required, to 
indicate accurately to the satisfaction of Council the amount of water 
claimed as a credit. 
(4) Whenever a person using a private water supply discharges 
industrial wastes to the sewer system, the charges for such discharge shall 
be in accordance with Section 933.04(a). Such person, however, shall 
install at his expense either a water meter or meters, as may be required, to 
measure the total volume of water used in the industrial plant; or shall 
install, at his expense, meters, as required, on the sewer line or lines 
leaving the plant so as to measure the entire flow of waste discharged to 
the sewer system. No meter for measurement either of the water or sewage 
shall be installed until a plan for such installation is submitted to Council 
or its designated representative, and approved as satisfactory. All meters 
or other measuring devices installed or required to be used under any 
provision of this article shall be under the control of Council, and may be 
tested, inspected or repaired by City employees whenever Council deems 
it necessary. The owner of the property upon which such measuring device 
is installed shall be responsible for its maintenance and safekeeping and 
all repairs thereto shall be made at the 

2008 Replacement



45                                                      Sewer Rentals                                            933.07

property owner's expense, whether such repairs are made necessary by 
ordinary wear and tear or other causes. Bills for such repairs, if made by 
the City, shall be due and payable at the same time, and collected in the 
same manner as are the bills for sewer services; such bills from and after 
their due date shall constitute a lien upon the property upon which such 
measuring device is installed. 

(5) Council shall be responsible for the reading of water and/or sewage meters 
when installed in industrial establishments. Where in the opinion of 
Council it is not necessary to install a meter, measurements of the 
discharge to the sewer system shall be made quarterly by the City, and the 
measurements so made shall be used for determining the sewer rental or 
charge for that quarter. Any person dissatisfied with the sewer rate so 
determined may, at his own cost, install a meter or meters as provided in 
paragraph (4) of this subsection.   (Ord. 15-1972 §4.) 

933.05  SEWAGE FROM OUTSIDE OF CITY. 
No sanitary sewage or industrial wastes shall be received into the sewer system from 

sources outside the City limits except upon payments therefor as may be satisfactory to Council. 
(Ord. 7-1954 §5.) 

933.06  ADDITIONAL CLASSIFICATIONS AND MODIFICATIONS. 
Additional classifications and additional sewer rentals or modifications of the above 

schedules of sewer rentals may be established by the City from time to time. 
(Ord. 7-1954 § 6.) 

933.07  TIME OF PAYMENT AND PENALTIES. 
(a) The sewer rents under Sections 933.03 and 933.04 shall be a monthly rental for 

which bills will be rendered by the 25th day of each month.  Bills to sewer users having water 
meters shall be billed monthly and be based upon the metered water consumed in the previous 
month.

(b) The following penalties, fees and costs shall be imposed:
(1) A penalty of one and one-half percent (1.5%) per month shall be added to 

each bill for each month during which a bill remains unpaid after thirty 
days from the billing date.  In addition, all costs associated with the 
collection of delinquent accounts, including costs assessed by a collection 
agency for services rendered, shall be added to the account.
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(c) Payments mailed as evidenced by the United States Post Office mark on or 
previous to the end of the period during which bills are payable will be deemed to be a payment 
within such period. 

(d) All persons connected to the sewer system must give the City their correct 
address. Failure to receive sewer bills will not be considered an excuse for nonpayment nor 
permit an extension of the period during which sewer bills are payable.   
(Ord. 15-1996.  Passed 12-17-96.)

933.08  ADJUSTMENTS AND CREDITS. 
(a) Upon proof provided by a property owner or the Water Company, the City shall 

provide a retroactive credit for periods where no water service and therefore no sewer service 
was provided to the property. At no time shall the credit reduce the billing to less than the 
minimum charge established for that period. 
(Ord. 16-1990 §3.  Passed 10-2-90.)

(b) If a property owner wishes to obtain a credit for water usage because some 
portion of the water used was not discharged into the sanitary sewer system, relief may be sought 
through the City. The applicant for relief will be required to furnish evidence satisfactory to the 
City that the water used did not enter the sanitary sewer system such as for leaks and swimming 
pools. The minimum credit that shall be processed is five dollars ($5.00) per month. 
(Ord. 15-1996.  Passed 12-17-96.)

933.09  DELINQUENT SEWER RENTALS AND LIENS. 
All sewer rentals, together with all penalties and fees thereon not paid on or before the 

end of six months from the beginning of each billing period shall be deemed delinquent for the 
purposes of this article. All delinquent sewer rentals and all penalties and fees thereon shall be a 
lien on the property served and shall be entered as a lien against such property in the Office of 
the Prothonotary of York County and shall be collected in the manner provided by law for the 
filing and collection of municipal claims. The City may also request water service termination in 
accordance with applicable State laws to provide for the collection of delinquent accounts. 
(Ord. 16-1990 §4.  Passed 10-2-90.) 

2008 Replacement
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933.10 RULES AND REGULATIONS.
Council reserves the right to adopt, revise and amend, such rules and regulations as it 

deems necessary and proper for the use and operation of the sewer system, which rules and 
regulations shall be and become a part of this article.
(Ord. 7-1954 §10.)

933.11 AMENDMENTS.
This article and the rules and regulations hereunder shall become effective immediately 

as to all sewer services rendered after December 1, 1953.  The City reserves the right to make 
such changes as in its opinion may be desirable or beneficial, and to amend this article or to 
change the rates or charges in such manner and at such times as in its opinion may be advisable.
(Ord. 7-1954.  §11.)

933.12 SEWER RENTAL FUND CREATED.
There is hereby created and established, a fund distinct and separate from all other funds 

of the City, to be known as the “Sewer Rental Fund”.  There shall be placed in this fund such 
moneys and revenues as are enumerated in the lease agreement between the City and the York 
City Sewer Authority, dated as of March 1, 1977.  There shall be paid from this Fund all such 
expenditures as are provided for in the lease agreement.
(Ord. 8-1954 §1.)

933.13 ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT.
The City shall receive as a loan from the York City Sewer Authority, such office 

machinery and equipment as the Authority may furnish and shall use the same in the Sewer 
Rental Bureau in the carrying out of the Bureau’s functions.  The City shall have the Authority 
such evidence of the loan of such office machinery and equipment as the Authority may require. 
(Ord. 8-1954 §4.)

933.14 RECORDS.
The City shall keep accurate records of the revenues which it receives from the sewer 

system, and of the expenses of the operation and maintenance thereof.
(Ord. 8-1954 §5.)
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933.15  CITY CREDIT NOT PLEDGED. 
Neither the credit nor the taxing power of the City is pledged for any payments required 

to be made by the City under the terms of its lease with the York City Sewer Authority 
hereinbefore mentioned, but nothing in such lease shall prevent the City from making any 
additional payments thereunder from any funds which may properly and legally be made 
available for that purpose. (Ord. 8-1954 §6.) 

933.16  REBATES FOR LOW INCOME ELDERLY CITIZENS AND LOW
INCOME PERMANENTLY DISABLED CITIZENS. 

(a) All bona fide residents of the City who are sixty-five years of age or over or 
permanently disabled shall be entitled to rebates from the certain sewer rental charge paid for 
their homesteads, in accordance with the schedule hereinafter set forth. Only one rebate shall be 
paid for each homestead; and in the case of co-ownership, a single rebate shall be paid to the co-
owners jointly so long as any one of them is sixty-five years of age or over or permanently 
disabled, provided that all co-owners are otherwise eligible for the rebate. 

(b) Definitions for the purpose of determining rebates: 
(1) "Income" means all income from whatever source derived, including but 

not limited to salaries, wages, bonuses, commissions, income from self-
employment, alimony, support money, cash, public assistance and relief, 
the gross amount of any pensions or annuities including railroad 
retirement benefits, all benefits received under the Federal Social Security 
Act, except Medicare benefits but including supplemental Social Security 
payments, all benefits received under State unemployment insurance laws 
and Veteran's Disability payments, all interest received from the Federal 
or any State government, or any instrumentality or political subdivision 
thereof, realized capital gains, rentals, Workmen's Compensation and the 
gross amount of loss of time insurance benefits, life insurance benefits and 
proceeds, except the first five thousand dollars ($5,000) of the total death 
benefit payments, and gifts of cash or property other than transfers by gift 
between members of a household in excess of a total value of three 
hundred dollars ($300.00), but shall not include surplus food or other 
relief in kind supplied by a governmental agency or those rebates offered 
by State and local government for services supplied.

(2) "Household income" means the aggregate of all income received by the 
homestead owner, or owners, in case of co-ownership, and his or her 
spouse if a resident of the same household during a calendar year in which 
sewer rental charges are due and payable. 
(3) "Homestead" means a dwelling and so much of the land 
surrounding it as is reasonably necessary for use of the dwelling as a 
home, which is owned and occupied by a claimant. An owner includes a 
person in possession under a contract of sale, deed of trust, life estate, joint 
tenancy or tenancy in common. 
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(4) "Sewer rental charge" means the charge, per quarter, as defined in Section 
933.03.

(5) "Permanently disabled" means unable to engage in any substantial gainful 
activity by reason of any medically determinable physical or mental 
impairment which can be expected to continue indefinitely. The City may 
require that a claimant be examined by a physician designated by the City 
to determine permanent disability.

(Ord. 29-1981 §1. Passed 12-15-81; Ord. 6-1982 §1. Passed 
5-17-82.)

(c) The amount of rebates for the sewer rental charge paid during calendar year 1989 
and thereafter shall be determined in accordance with the following schedule: 

Percentage of Sewer Rental
 Household Income Charge to be Rebated

$0   5,499 100
  5,500   5,999   90
  6,000   6,499   80
  6,500   6,999   70
  7,000   7,499   60
  7,500   7,999   50
  8,000   8,499   40
  8,500   8,999   35
  9,000   9,999   25
10,000 11,999    20
12,000 12,999   15
13,000 15,000     10
15,000 or over No Rebate

(Ord. 79-1989 § 1. Passed 12 - 19-89.)

(d) A claim for rebate shall be filed with the Sewer Rental Bureau of the City 
between May 1 and June 30 of each year commencing with the calendar year 1983. The rebate 
shall apply to the charges for the fiscal year, January 1 through December 31 immediately 
preceding the claim filing period. Such claims shall be submitted on forms provided by the City. 
The Sewer Rental Bureau may require such additional evidence as it deems necessary or 
appropriate in processing the claim and reserves the right to deny any claim that does not meet 
the requirements for rebate, The rebate shall be limited to the service charges paid for the 
applicable calendar year, and may be apportioned for the part of the year during which the 
claimant was sixty-five years of age or older or permanently disabled. The Sewer Rental Bureau 
shall review each claim and shall verify and confirm the amount of rebate to the extent that the 
claim is valid and proper. 

(e) Any information gained by the Business Administrator or any other official, agent 
or employee of the City, as a result of any claims, investigations or hearings required or 
authorized by this article, shall be confidential and shall not be disclosed to any person except for 
official use in connection with the administration or enforcement of this article or as otherwise 
provided by law. 
(Ord. 29-1981 §1. Passed 12-15-81; Ord. 6-1982 §1. Passed 5-17-82.) 

(f) Any person who willfully makes any false or untrue statement on any claim for 
rebate under this article shall upon conviction before any District Justice of York County, be 
fined not more than six hundred dollars ($600.00) for each offense and, in default of payment of 
fine or costs, shall be imprisoned for not more than ninety days for each offense. 
(Ord. 44-1989 §1. Passed 4-18-89.) 
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ARTICLE 935
General Provisions

935.01 Statement of findings.
935.02 Purpose.
935.03 Statutory authority.
935.04 Applicability.
935.05 Repealer.

935.06 Severability.
935.07 Compatibility with other permit

and ordinance requirements.
935.08 Hardship waiver procedure.
935.09 Definitions.

935.01 STATEMENT OF FINDINGS.
The governing body of the City of York finds that:
(a) Inadequate management of accelerated runoff of stormwater resulting from 

development throughout a watershed increases flood flows and velocities; 
contributes to erosion and sedimentation; overtaxes the carrying capacity of 
streams and storm sewers; greatly increases the cost of public facilities to carry 
and control stormwater; undermines flood plain management and flood control 
efforts in downstream communities; reduces groundwater recharge; and threatens 
public health and safety; and

(b) A comprehensive program of stormwater management, including reasonable 
regulation of development and activities causing Accelerated Erosion, is 
fundamental to the public health, safety and welfare and the protection of the 
people of the Municipality and all the people of the Commonwealth, their 
resources and the environment.
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(c) All proposed storm water sewers shall be presented in plan form to the City 
Engineer for his review and approval. 

(d) Before any street excavation takes place, all provisions and sections of Article 
905 shall be complied with.
(Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)

935.02   PURPOSE.
The purpose of this Title Four  is to promote the public health, safety and welfare by 

minimizing the damages described in Section 935.01(a) and (b) hereof by provisions designed to:
(a) Control accelerated runoff and erosion and sedimentation problems at their source 

by regulating activities, which cause such problems.
(b) Utilize and preserve the desirable existing natural drainage systems.
(c) Encourage recharge of groundwaters and prevent degradation of groundwater 

quality.
(d) Maintain the existing flows and quality of streams and watercourses in the 

Municipality and the Commonwealth.
(e) Preserve and restore the flood carrying capacity of streams.
(f) Provide for proper maintenance of all permanent stormwater management 

structures, which are constructed in the Municipality.
(g) Provide performance standards and design criteria for watershed-wide stormwater 

management and planning.
(Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)

935.03  STATUTORY AUTHORITY.
The Municipality is empowered to regulate these activities by the authority of the Act of 

Oct. 4, 1978, P.L. 864 (Act 167), the “Storm Water Management Act”.
(Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)

935.04  APPLICABILITY.
(a) This Title Four shall apply to all areas of the Municipality.

(b) This Title Four shall only apply to permanent stormwater management facilities 
constructed as part of any of the activities listed in this Section. Stormwater management and 
erosion and sedimentation control during construction activities are specifically not regulated by 
this Title Four, but shall continue to be regulated under existing laws and ordinances. The 
following activities, hereafter “Regulated Activities”, are included within the scope of this Title 
Four:

(1) Land development;
(2) Subdivision;
(3) Construction of new or additional impervious or semi-pervious surfaces 

(included, but not limited to, concrete, asphalt, stoned surfaces, surfaces 
using pavers);

(4) Construction of new buildings or additions to existing buildings;
(5) Diversion or piping of any natural or man-made stream channel;
(6) Installation of stormwater systems or appurtenances thereto.

(Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)
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935.05   REPEALER.
Any ordinance of the Municipality inconsistent with any of the provisions of this Title 

Four is hereby repealed to the extent of the inconsistency only.
(Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)

935.06  SEVERABILITY.
Should any section or provision of this Title Four be declared invalid by a court of 

competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of any of the remaining 
provisions of this Title Four.
(Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)

935.07 COMPATIBILITY WITH OTHER PERMIT AND ORDINANCE
REQUIREMENTS.

Permits and approvals issued pursuant to this Title Four do not relieve the applicant of 
the responsibility to secure required permits or approvals for activities regulated by any other 
applicable code, rule, act or ordinance. If more stringent requirements concerning regulation of 
stormwater or erosion and sedimentation control are contained in the other code, rule, act or 
ordinance, the more stringent regulation shall apply.  (Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)

935.08. HARDSHIP WAIVER PROCEDURE.
(a) Waiver of this Title Four or any of its terms may be requested, in writing, to the 

City and transmitted to the City's Engineer for their recommendation when it is alleged that any 
of the following circumstances exist.

(1) The land development or subdivision will result in no increased post-
development stormwater runoff.

(2) That the proposed land development will result in an increase in post-
development runoff so minimal that stormwater management is 
unnecessary.

(3) Adherence to the criteria set forth herein is not practical or possible.

(b) The City Council will act upon the waiver taking into account the 
recommendations of the City's Engineer. The granting of any such waiver shall be within the 
sole discretion of the City Council.

(c) The City Engineer will evaluate the waiver request and make his recommendation 
utilizing the following general findings:

(1) The extent of the proposed site development as it relates to the site area.
(2) The magnitude of the anticipated increased stormwater runoff as a result 

of the land development.
(3) The adverse impacts of the anticipated increased stormwater runoff at the 

area of discharge from the site.
(4) The physical circumstances or conditions of the site, including drainage 

characteristics of the soil types on the site, shape, location, topography or 
other physical conditions specific to the site.

(5) The history of stormwater runoff problems in the area which this land 
development would affect.
(Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)
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935.09  DEFINITIONS.
For the purposes of this Title Four, certain terms and words used herein shall be 

interpreted as follows:
(a) Words used in the present tense include the future tense; the singular number 

includes the plural, and the plural number includes the singular; words of 
masculine gender include feminine gender; and words of feminine gender include 
masculine gender.

(b) The word “includes” or “including” shall not limit the term to the specific 
example but is intended to extend its meaning to all other instances of like, kind, 
and character.

(c) The word “person” includes an individual, firm, association, organization, 
partnership, trust, company, corporation, or any other similar entity.

(d) The words “shall” and “must” are mandatory; the words “may” and “should” are 
permissive.

(e) The words “used or occupied” include the words “intended, designed, maintained, 
or arranged to be used, occupied or maintained.

(f) General Definitions: 
(1) Accelerated Erosion - The removal of the surface of the land through the 

combined action of man’s activities and natural processes at a rate greater 
than would occur because of the natural processes alone.

(2) BMP (Best Management Practice) - Stormwater structures, facilities, 
and techniques used to maintain or improve the water quality of surface 
runoff while acting to neutralize increased runoff volume caused by 
development activity.

(3) Cistern - An underground reservoir or tank for storing rainwater.
(4) City Council - the Council of the City of York.
(5) Conservation District - the York County Conservation District.
(6) Culvert - A structure with appurtenant works which carries surface water 

through an obstruction.
(7) Dedicated - Offered for adoption by the municipality.
(8) Design Storm - The magnitude of precipitation from a storm event 

measured in probability of occurrence (e.g., 50-year storm) and duration 
(e.g., 24-hour), and used in computing stormwater management control 
systems.

(9) Detention Basin - A basin designed to retard stormwater runoff by 
temporarily storing the runoff and releasing it at a predetermined rate. A 
detention basin can be designed to drain completely after a storm event, or 
it can be designed to contain a permanent pool of water.

(10) Detention District - Those sub areas in which some type of detention is 
required to meet the plan requirements and the goals of appropriate and 
approved Act 167 Plans.

(11) Developer - A person, partnership, association, corporation or other 
entity, or any responsible person therein or agent thereof, that undertakes 
any Regulated Activity that is proposed.

(12) Development Site - The specific tract of land for which a Regulated 
Activity is proposed.

(13) Down slope Property Line - That portion of the property line of the lot, 
tract, or parcels of land being developed, located such that all overland or 
pipe flow from the site would be directed towards it.
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(14) Drainage Conveyance Facility - A Stormwater Management Facility 
designed to transmit stormwater runoff and shall include streams, 
channels, swales, pipes, conduits, culverts, storm sewers, etc.

(15) Drainage Easement - A right granted by a land owner to a grantee, 
allowing the use of private land for stormwater management purposes.

(16) Drainage Permit - A permit issued by the municipality after the Drainage 
Plan has been approved. Said permit is issued prior to or with the final 
Municipal approval.

(17) Drainage Plan - The documentation of the stormwater management 
system, if any, to be used for a given development site, the contents of 
which are established in Section 937.03.

(18) Earth Disturbance - Any activity including, but not limited to, 
construction, mining, timber harvesting and grubbing which alters, 
disturbs, and exposes the existing land surface.

(19) Erosion - The removal of soil particles by the action of water, wind, ice or 
other natural forces.

(20) Erosion and Sedimentation Pollution Control Plan - A plan that is 
designed to minimize Accelerated Erosion and sedimentation associated 
with construction activity.

(21) Existing Conditions - The initial condition of a project site prior to the 
proposed construction. If the initial condition of the site is undeveloped 
land, the land use shall be considered as “meadow” unless the natural land 
cover is proven to generate lower Curve Numbers, such as forested lands.

(22) Flood - A general but temporary condition of partial or complete 
inundation of normally dry land areas from the overflow of streams, 
rivers, and other waters of this Commonwealth.

(23) Floodplain - Any land area susceptible to inundation by water from any 
natural source or delineated by applicable Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, Federal Insurance Administration Flood Hazard 
Boundary - Mapped as being a special flood hazard area. Also included 
are areas that comprise Group 13 Soils, as listed in Appendix A of the 
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PA DEP) 
Technical Manual for Sewage Enforcement Officers (as amended or 
replaced from time to time by PA DEP).

(24) Floodway - The channel of the watercourse and those portions of the 
adjoining floodplains that are reasonably required to carry and discharge 
the 100-year frequency flood. Unless otherwise specified, the boundary of 
the floodway is as indicated on maps and flood insurance studies provided 
by FEMA. In an area where no FEMA maps or studies have defined the 
boundary of the 100-year frequency floodway, it is assumed - absent 
evidence to the contrary - that the floodway extends 50 feet from the top 
of the bank of the stream.

(25) Groundwater Recharge - Replenishment of existing natural underground 
water supplies.

(26) Impervious Surface - A surface which prevents the percolation of water 
into the ground.

(27) Infiltration Structures - A structure designed to direct runoff into the 
ground, (e.g., french drains, seepage pits, seepage trench).
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(28) Land Development - 
A. The improvement of one lot or two or more contiguous lots, tracts 

or parcels of land for any purpose involving 
1. A group of two or more buildings, or 
2. The division or allocation of land or space between or 

among two or more existing or prospective occupants by 
means of, or for the purpose of streets, common areas, 
leaseholds, condominiums, building groups or other 
features; 

B. A subdivision of land.
(29) Land Disturbance - Any activity involving grading, filling, digging or 

filling of ground, or stripping of vegetation, or any other activity which 
causes land to be exposed to the danger of erosion.

(30) Municipality - The City of York, York County, Pennsylvania
(31) NRCS - National Resource Conservation Service (previously SCS).
(32) Peak Discharge - The maximum rate of flow of water at a given point and 

time resulting from a specified storm event.
(33) Professional - An engineer, surveyor, landscape architect or geologist 

holding a current registration to practice as such in Pennsylvania.
(34) Provisional No Detention District - A release rate district which does not 

require reduction of postdevelopment peak flow rates; provided, however, 
that adequate downstream conveyance capacity exists to convey such 
increased peak flow rates without adversely affecting any downstream 
properties or structures.

(35) Retention Basin - An impoundment in which stormwater is stored and not 
released during the storm event. Stored water may be released from the 
basin at some time after the end of the storm.

(36) Return Period - The average interval, in years, within which a storm 
event of a given magnitude can be expected to recur. For example, the 25-
year return period rainfall would be expected to recur on the average, once 
every twenty-five years.

(37) Riser - A vertical pipe extending from the bottom of a pond that is used to 
control the discharge rate form the pond for a specified design storm.

(38) Rooftop Detention - Temporary ponding and gradual release of 
stormwater falling directly onto flat roof surfaces by incorporating 
control-flow roof drains into building designs.

(39) Runoff - That part of precipitation which flows over the land.
(40) SCS - Soil Conservation Service, U. S. Department of Agriculture.
(41) Sediment - Solid material, both mineral and organic, that is in suspension, 

is being transported, or has been moved from its site of origin by water.
(42) Sediment Basin - A barrier, dam, retention or detention basin designed to 

retain sediment.
(43) Seepage Pit/Seepage Trench - An area of excavated earth filled with 

loose stone or similar materials and into which surface water is directed 
for infiltration into the ground.

(44) Semi-Pervious Surface - A surface such as stone, rock, concrete or other 
materials which permits some vertical transmission of water.
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(45) Sheet Flow - Runoff that flows over the ground surface as a thin, even 
layer, not concentrated in a channel.

(46) Soil-Cover Complex Method - A method of runoff computation 
developed by SCS, and found in its publication “Urban Hydrology for 
Small Watersheds”, Technical Release No. 55, SCS, January 1975.

(47) Soil Group, Hydrologic - A classification of soils by the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, formerly the Soil Conservation Service, 
into four runoff potential groups. The groups range from A soils, which 
are very permeable and produce little runoff, to D soils, which are not very 
permeable and produce much more runoff.

(48) Spillway - A depression in the embankment of a pond or basin which is 
used to pass peak discharge greater than the maximum design storm 
controlled by the pond.

(49) Storm Frequency - The number of times that a given storm “event” 
occurs or is exceeded on the average in a stated period of years. See 
“Return Period”.

(50) Storm Sewer - A system of pipes or other conduits which carries 
intercepted surface runoff, street water and other wash waters, or drainage, 
but excludes domestic sewage and industrial wastes.

(51) Stormwater Management Facility - Any structure, natural or man-made, 
that, due to its condition, design, or construction, conveys, stores, or 
otherwise affects stormwater runoff. Typical stormwater management 
facilities include, but are not limited to, detention and retention basins, 
open channels, storm sewers, pipes, and infiltration structures.

(52) Stormwater Management District Watershed Map - Appendix C - 
Defining release rate criteria within the watershed.

(53) Stormwater Management Plan - The plan for managing stormwater 
runoff adopted by York County.

(54) Stormwater Management Site Plan - The plan prepared by the 
Developer or his representative indicating how stormwater runoff will be 
managed at the particular site of interest according to this Ordinance.

(55) Stream Enclosure - A bridge, culvert or other structure in excess of 100 
feet in length upstream to downstream which encloses a regulated water of 
this Commonwealth.

(56) Subarea - The smallest drainage unit of a watershed for which stormwater 
management criteria have been established in the Stormwater 
Management Plan.

(57) Subdivision - The division or re-division of a lot, tract or parcel of land by 
any means into two or more lots, tracts, parcels or other divisions of land 
including changes in existing lot lines for the purpose, whether immediate 
or future, of lease, transfer of ownership or building or lot development; 
provided, however, that the division of land for agricultural purposes into 
parcels of more than ten acres, not involving any new street or easement of 
access, shall be exempt.

(58) Swale - A low lying stretch of land which gathers or carries surface water 
runoff.

(59) Time-of-Concentration (Tc) - The time for surface runoff to travel from 
the hydraulically most distant point of the watershed to a point of interest 
within the watershed. This time is the combined total of overland flow 
time and flow time in pipes or channels, if any.
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(60) Watercourse - A stream of water; river, brook, creek, or a channel or 
ditch for water, whether natural or man-made.

(61) Waters of the Commonwealth - Any and all rivers, streams, creeks, 
rivulets, ditches, watercourses, storm sewers, lakes, dammed water, 
wetlands, ponds, springs, and all other bodies or channels of conveyance 
of surface and underground water, or parts thereof, whether natural or 
artificial, within or on the boundaries of this Commonwealth.

(62) Wetland - Those areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or 
ground water at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that 
under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence of vegetation 
typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions, including swamps, 
marshes, bogs, and similar areas. 
(Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)
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ARTICLE 936
Stormwater Management Requirements

936.01 General requirements.
936.02 Stormwater management districts.
936.03 Design criteria.
936.04 Regulation governing stormwater

management facilities.
936.05 Calculation methodology.

936.06 Groundwater recharge
(infiltration/recharge/retention).

936.07 Water quality and stream
protection.

936.08 Erosion and sedimentation
requirements.

936.01  GENERAL REQUIREMENTS.
(a) Drainage Plan.  All regulated activities within the Municipality, which do not fall 

under the exemption criteria listed in Section 937.02, shall submit a Drainage Plan to the 
Municipality for review. Impervious cover shall include, but not be limited to, any roof, parking 
or driveway, new streets and sidewalks. Any areas designed to initially be gravel or crushed 
stone shall be assumed to be impervious for the purposes of comparison to the exemption criteria 
(Section 937.02) and stormwater design.

(b) Maintenance of Natural Drainageways.   All natural streams, channels, swales, 
drainage systems and/or areas of surface water concentration shall be maintained in their existing 
condition unless an alteration is approved by the Municipality. All encroachment activities shall 
comply with the requirements of Chapter 105 (Water Obstructions and Encroachments) of Title 
25, Rules and Regulations of PA DEP.

(c) Methods of Stormwater Runoff Detention and Control.   The following is a listing 
of detention and control methods which may be utilized in stormwater management systems, if 
appropriate. The choice of control techniques is not limited to the ones appearing on this list.

(1) Retention basins;
(2) Detention basins;
(3) Roof-top storage;
(4) Parking lot and street ponding;
(5) Seepage pits, seepage trenches or other infiltration structures;
(6) Porous pavement and concrete lattice block surfaces;
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(7) Grassed channels and vegetated strips;
(8) Cisterns and underground reservoirs;
(9) Routed flow over grass; and
(10) Decreased impervious area coverage.

The use of other control methods which meet the criteria in this section will be permitted 
when approved by the municipal engineer. Various combinations of methods should be tailored 
to suit the particular requirements of the type of development and the topographic features of the 
project area. 

(d) Design.   The applicant is urged to consult the publications listed in the appendix 
to this Title Four for aid in design of control methods.
(Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)

936.02   STORMWATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICTS.
(a) The Municipality has been divided into release rate areas as shown on Appendix 

B. 

(b) Description of stormwater management districts - stormwater management districts 
are broadly defined by the watershed boundaries identified in the York County Comprehensive Plan, 
Water Resource Section, Map 2. Further regulation within these districts is justified by the Act 167 
Study for each watershed, when completed.

(c) When a project or land disturbance activity is located in more than one 
stormwater management district, stormwater may not be transferred from a district with stricter 
stormwater management criteria to a district with less strict criteria, unless the need for such a 
transfer is identified in the County stormwater management plan, the regional water quality 
management plan or the State water plan. In any district, infiltration and volume regulations 
dictated in Sections 936.06 and 936.07 will be required.

Percentage of Pre-Developed Peak Flow 
Rate to Determine Allowable Post-

District ID Regulated Storm Frequency Developed Release Rate                          

Codorus 5 - 50 Year 100%
Codorus 2 Year 100% of 1 Year Pre

In all cases, the 100-year storm frequency will be routed to show no significant change to 
existing flow patterns nor any negative impact from this flow to proposed improvements.
(Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)
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936.03  DESIGN CRITERIA.
(a) Post-development rates of runoff from any regulated activity shall not exceed the 

peak release rates of runoff specified in Section 936.02.
(1) If it is shown, by applications of water quality and ground water recharge 

requirements pursuant to Sections 936.06 and 936.07, that the post-
development hydrographs are equal to the pre-development hydrographs 
to assure the rate and volume of runoff leaving the site is unchanged for 
2-, 5-, 10-, 25-, 50-, and 100-year frequency storms, then the requirements 
of this section will be considered met. Otherwise, the Developer shall 
control the rate and volume for the balance of uncontrolled runoff 
subsequent to the credits obtained by satisfying Sections 936.06 and 
936.07. If an extended detention or a permanent pool type facility is 
selected for the treatment of water quality volume, the outlet shall be 
designed such that one year 24 hour post-development runoff volume is 
released over a 24 hour period. This will also help channel protection. The 
release of water begins at the start of the storm (i.e., the invert of the water 
quality orifice is at the invert of the facility). The design of the facility 
shall consider and minimize the chances of clogging and sedimentation 
potential. Orifices smaller than three inches diameter are not 
recommended. However, if the Design Engineer can provide proof that the 
smaller orifices are protected from clogging by use of trash racks, etc., 
smaller orifices may be permitted. 

(2) The Developer may, subject to approval of the municipal engineer, use the 
stormwater credits, described below, in computing post-development 
hydrograph:

(3) Natural Area Conservation Credit is the conservation of natural areas such 
as forest, wetlands, or other sensitive areas in a protected easement 
thereby retaining their pre-development hydrologic and water quality 
characteristics. Using this credit, a designer may subtract conservation 
areas from total site area when computing the required water quality 
volume. Additionally, the post-development curve number (CN) for these 
areas may be assumed to be forest in good condition. 

(4) Disconnection of Rooftop Runoff Credit is given when rooftop runoff is 
disconnected and then directed over a pervious area where it may either 
infiltrate into the soil or filter over it. Credit is typically obtained by 
grading the site to promote overland flow or by providing bioretention on 
single-family residential lots. If a rooftop area is adequately disconnected, 
the impervious area may be deducted from the total impervious cover. 
Additionally, the post development CNs for disconnected rooftop areas 
may be assumed to be forest in good condition. 

(5) Disconnection of Non-Rooftop Runoff Credit is given for practices that 
disconnect surface impervious cover by directing it to pervious areas 
where it is either infiltrated or filtered though the soil. As with rooftop 
runoff, the impervious area may be deducted from the total impervious 
cover thereby reducing the required water quality volume. 
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(6) Stream Buffer Credit is given when a stream buffer effectively treats 
stormwater runoff. Effective treatment constitutes capturing runoff from 
pervious and impervious areas adjacent to the buffer and treating the 
runoff through overland flow across a grass or forested area. Areas treated 
in this manner may be deducted from total site area in calculating and may 
contribute to meeting requirements for groundwater recharge. 

(7) Grass Channel (Open Section Roads) Credit may be given when open 
grass channels are used to reduce the volume of runoff and pollutants 
during smaller storms. Use of grass channels will automatically meet the 
minimum groundwater recharge requirement. If designed according to 
appropriate criteria, these channels may meet water quality criteria for 
certain types of residential development. 

(8) Environmentally Sensitive Rural Development Credit is given when a 
group of environmental site design techniques are applied to low density 
or rural residential development. This credit eliminates the need for 
structural practices to treat both the required recharge volume Rev and 
water quality volume. The designer must still address the channel 
protection volume, the overbank protection and overbank /extreme flood 
event requirements for all roadway and connected impervious surfaces.

(b) Infiltration BMPs must be provided for all development to capture all volume 
from impervious area associated with development for a 2.4" 24-hour Type II SCS rainfall 
distribution. See requirements specified in Section 936.06.

(c) Site Located in More than 1 District.  For a proposed development site located 
within two or more stormwater management district category subareas, the peak discharge rate 
from any subarea shall be the pre-development peak discharge for that subarea as indicated in 
Section 936.02. The calculated peak discharges shall apply regardless of whether the grading 
plan changes the drainage area by subarea.

(d) Off-Site Areas.   Off-site areas which drain through a proposed development site 
are not subject to release rate criteria when determining allowable peak runoff rates. However, 
onsite drainage facilities shall be designed to safely convey off-site flows through the 
development site.

(e) Site Areas.   Where the site area to be impacted by a proposed development 
activity differs significantly from the total site area, only the proposed impact area requiring 
stormwater management measures shall be subject to the Management District Criteria. 
Undisturbed areas shall be considered as existing conditions. In other words, unimpacted areas 
bypassing the stormwater management facilities would not be subject to the Management 
District Criteria.

(f) “Downstream Hydraulic Capacity Analysis”.   Any downstream capacity 
hydraulic analysis conducted in accordance with this Ordinance shall use the following criteria 
for determining adequacy for accepting increased peak flow rates:

(1) Natural or man-made channels or swales must be able to convey the 
increased runoff associated with a 25-year return period event within their 
banks at velocities consistent with protection of the channels from erosion. 
Acceptable velocities shall be based upon criteria included in the PA DEP 
Erosion and Sediment Pollution Control Program Manual.
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(2) Natural or man-made channels or swales must be able to convey increased 
50-year return period runoff without creating any hazard to persons or 
property.

(3) Culverts, bridges, storm sewers or any other facilities which must pass or 
convey flows from the tributary area must be designed in accordance with 
PA DEP Chapter 105 and PennDOT regulations (if applicable) and, at 
minimum, pass the increased 25-year return period runoff.

(g) Regional Detention Alternatives.   For certain areas within the study area, it may 
be more cost-effective to provide one control facility for more than one development site than to 
provide an individual control facility for each development site. The initiative and funding for 
any regional runoff control alternatives are the responsibility of prospective Developers. The 
design of any regional control basins must incorporate reasonable development of the entire 
upstream watershed. The peak outflow of a regional basin would be determined on a case-by-
case basis using the hydrologic model of the watershed consistent with protection of the 
downstream watershed areas. “Hydrologic model” refers to the calibrated model as developed 
for the Stormwater Management Plan.

(h) Capacity Improvements.  In certain instances, primarily within provisional no 
detention areas, local drainage conditions may dictate more stringent levels of runoff control than 
those based upon protection of the entire watershed. In these instances, if the Developer could 
prove that it would be feasible to provide capacity improvements to relieve the capacity 
deficiency in the local drainage network, then the capacity improvements could be provided by 
the Developer in lieu of runoff controls on the development site. Any capacity improvements 
would be designed based upon development of all areas tributary to the proposed improvement 
and the capacity criteria specified in Section 936.03. In addition, all new development upstream 
of a proposed capacity improvement shall be assumed to implement the applicable runoff 
controls consistent with this Title Four except that all new development within the entire 
subarea(s) within which the proposed development site is located shall be assumed to implement 
the Developer’s proposed discharge control, if any. Capacity improvements may also be 
provided as necessary to implement any regional or subregional detention alternatives.
(Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)

936.04  REGULATION GOVERNING STORMWATER MANAGEMENT
 FACILITIES.

(a) Any stormwater facility located on State highway rights-of-way shall be subject 
to approval by the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT).

(b) Any stormwater management facility (i.e., detention basin) designed to store 
runoff and requiring a berm or earthen embankment required or regulated by this Ordinance shall 
be designed to provide an emergency spillway to handle flow up to and including the 100-year 
post-development conditions. The height of embankment must be set as to provide a minimum 
1.0 foot of freeboard above the maximum pool elevation computed when the facility functions 
for the 100-year post-development inflow. Should any stormwater management facility require a 
dam safety permit under PA DEP Chapter 105, the facility shall be designed in accordance with 
chapter 105 and meet the regulations of Chapter 105 concerning dam safety which may be 
required to pass storms larger than 100-year event.
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(c) Any stormwater management facilities regulated by this Title Four that would be 
located in or adjacent to waters of the Commonwealth or wetlands shall be subject to approval by 
PA DEP through the Joint Permit Application process, or, where deemed appropriate by PA 
DEP, the General Permit process. When there is a question whether wetlands may be involved, it 
is the responsibility of the Developer or his agent to show that the land in question cannot be 
classified as wetlands, otherwise approval to work in the area must be obtained from PA DEP.

(d) Any drainage conveyance facility and/or channel that does not fall under Chapter 
105 Regulations, must be able to convey, without damage to the drainage structure or roadway, 
runoff from the 25-year design storm. Conveyance facilities to or exiting from stormwater 
management facilities (i.e., detention basins) shall be designed to convey the design flow to or 
from that structure. Roadway crossings located within designated floodplain areas must be able 
to convey runoff from a 100-year design storm. Any facility located within a PENNDOT right-
of-way must meet PENNDOT minimum design standards and permit submission requirements.

(e) Storm sewers must be able to convey post-development runoff from a 10-year 
design storm without surcharging inlets, where appropriate. Any post-development drainage area 
that does not naturally convey stormwater runoff to a management facility shall incorporate a 
storm sewer system capable of collecting and conveying the stormwater runoff during a 100-year 
storm to said facilities. A combination of aboveground and overland conveyance will be 
accepted without creation of hazardous conditions to any person or property.

(f) All earthmoving activities must be reviewed and approved by the York County 
Conservation District prior to commencing work.

(g) The design of all stormwater management facilities shall incorporate good 
engineering principles and practices. The Municipality shall reserve the right to disapprove any 
design that would result in the occupancy or continuation of adverse hydrologic or hydraulic 
conditions within the watershed.

(h) The existing points of concentrated drainage that discharge onto adjacent property 
shall not be altered without permission of the adjacent property owner(s) and shall be subject to 
any applicable discharge criteria specified in this Title Four. The peak rate of stormwater runoff 
may not be increased onto downstream properties unless an analysis is completed that shows 
adequate facilities are in place to adequately convey post-development flows. The owner’s 
signature must be included on the stormwater plan granting approval to alter the concentrated 
drainage. Adequate downstream conveyance facilities are hereby defined as existing natural 
conveyance channels, manmade conveyance channels or pipe conveyance systems. Discharge of 
stormwater to areas without existing defined conveyance facilities must be prevented. Should the 
owner refuse to accept the altered stormwater discharge, the Developer must modify the post-
development stormwater plan in a manner that will not increase the drainage area or peak rate of 
discharge.
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(i) Areas of existing diffused drainage discharge shall be subject to any applicable 
discharge criteria in the general direction of existing discharge, whether proposed to be 
concentrated or maintained as diffused drainage areas, except as otherwise provided by this Title 
Four. If diffused flow is proposed to be concentrated and discharged onto adjacent property, the 
Developer must document that adequate downstream conveyance facilities exist to safely 
transport the concentrated discharge, or otherwise prove that no erosion, sedimentation, flooding 
or other harm will result from the concentrated discharge. The affected adjacent property 
owner’s signature must be provided on the stormwater plan granting approval of the altered 
discharge. Adequate downstream conveyance facilities are hereby defined as existing natural 
conveyance channels, manmade conveyance channels or pipe conveyance systems. Discharge of 
stormwater to areas without existing defined conveyance facilities must be prevented. Should the 
owner refuse to accept the altered stormwater discharge, the Developer must modify the post-
development stormwater plan in a manner that will not increase the drainage area or volume of 
discharge.

(j) Where a development site is traversed by watercourses, drainage easements shall 
be provided conforming to the line of such watercourses. The terms of the easement shall 
prohibit excavation, the placing of fill or structures, and any alterations that may adversely affect 
the flow of stormwater within any portion of the easement. Also, maintenance, including 
mowing of vegetation within the easement shall be required, except as approved by the 
appropriate governing authority.

(k) When it can be shown that, due to topographic conditions, natural drainageways 
on the site cannot adequately provide for drainage, open channels may be constructed 
conforming substantially to the line and grade of such natural drainageways. Work within natural 
drainageways shall be subject to approval by PA DEP through the Joint Permit Application 
process, or, where deemed appropriate by PA DEP, through the General Permit process.

(l) Roof drains must not be connected to streets, sanitary or storm sewers or roadside 
ditches to promote overland flow and infiltration/percolation of stormwater where advantageous 
to do so. When it is more advantageous to connect directly to streets or storm sewers, then it 
shall be permitted on a case by case basis by the Municipality. In no case shall roof drains be 
positioned in a manner that promotes drainage to adjacent structures or onto adjacent properties.

(m) Special requirements for areas falling within defined Exceptional Value and High 
Quality Subwatersheds: The temperature and quality of water and streams that have been 
declared as exceptional value and high quality is to be maintained as defined in Chapter 93, 
Water Quality Standards, Title 25 of Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 
Rules and Regulations. Temperature sensitive BMP’s and stormwater conveyance systems are to 
be used and designed with storage pool areas and supply outflow channels and should be shaded 
with trees. This will require modification of berms for permanent ponds and the relaxation of 
restrictions on planting vegetation within the facilities, provided that capacity for volumes and 
rate control is maintained. At a minimum, the southern half on pond shorelines shall be planted 
with shade or canopy trees within ten (10) feet of the pond shoreline. In conjunction with this 
requirement, the maximum slope allowed on the berm area to be planted is 10 to 1. This will 
lessen the destabilization of berm soils due to root growth. A long term maintenance schedule 
and management plan for the thermal control BMP’s is to be established and recorded for all 
development sites within defined Exceptional Value and/or High Quality Subwatersheds.
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(n) Outlet Control Structures.   Outlet control shall be accomplished utilizing (6" 
diameter or 6" width maximum) perforations arranged vertically to provide for positive control 
of stormwater runoff. Outlet controls shall also provide for modification of the orifice to a 
smaller diameter through the use of removable plates.

(o) Discharge Dispersion.   Discharges from piping outlets of management facilities 
shall be provided with a concrete “level spreader” to convert point discharge back to simulated 
sheet flow. The length of the level spreader shall be equal to 10 times the outlet pipe diameter 
(e.g., an 18" discharge pipe would require a 15' wide level spreader).

(p) Minimum Bottom Slope.  All detention basins shall have a minimum bottom 
slope of two percent (2%) unless infiltration facilities are provided.

(q) Maximum Depth.  The permitted depth for detention or retention basins shall be 
six (6) feet, measured from the bottom of the emergency spillway to the lowest point in the 
basin.

(r) Side Slopes.  The maximum permitted side slopes for detention or retention 
basins shall be 4 horizontal to 1 vertical.

(s) Location.   No part of a stormwater management facility, discharge structure, or 
piping shall be located within 20 feet of a property line or street right-of-way line.

(t) No stormwater management facilities shall be installed over existing utility mains 
or services.

(u) Easement.   Plans showing outlet control structures shall contain an easement 
dedication as follows: “An easement is hereby granted to The City of York to access and modify 
the basin outlet control device at the expense of the Developer so as to function within design 
parameters.”

(v) Inlet Placement.  In general, inlets shall be spaced such that, based upon the 
Rational Method, Time-of-Concentration (Tc) = 5 minutes and 10-year rainfall intensity, the area 
contributing to the inlet shall not produce a peak runoff of greater than four (4) cubic feet per 
second (cfs). Also, inlets shall be spaced so that their efficiency, based upon efficiency curves 
published by the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, is not less than sixty-five percent 
(65%).   Additional inlets shall be placed at the upper side of driveway/street intersections to 
prevent stormwater from discharging onto the roadway. Other devices such as high efficiency 
grates or perforated pipe may be required if conditions warrant.
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(w) Culverts.  In all cases where drainage is picked up by means of a head wall, and 
inlet or outlet conditions control, the pipe shall be designed as a culvert. The minimum diameter 
of culvert shall be eighteen (18) inches. The procedure contained in Hydraulic Engineer 
Circulars No. 5 and No. 13, as prepared by the U. S. Department of Transportation, Federal 
Highway Administration, Washington, D.C., shall be used for the design of culverts. When a 
pipe or culvert is intended to convey the discharge from a stormwater management facility, its 
required capacity shall be computed by the Rational Method and compared to the peak outflow 
from the stormwater management facility for the 50-year storm. The greater flow shall govern 
the design of the pipe or culvert.
(Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)

936.05 CALCULATION METHODOLOGY.
Stormwater runoff from all development sites shall be calculated using either the Rational 

Method or a Soil Cover Complex methodology.
(a) Any stormwater runoff calculations involving drainage areas greater than 200 

acres, including on- and off-site areas, shall use generally accepted calculation 
technique that is based on the NRCS Soil Cover Complex method. It is assumed 
that all methods will be selected by the design professional based on the 
individual limitations and suitability of each method for a particular site. The 
Municipality may allow the use of the Rational Method to estimate peak 
discharges from drainage areas that contain less than 200 acres. 

(b) All calculations consistent with this Title Four using the Soil Cover Complex 
method shall us the appropriate design rainfall depths for the various return period 
storms presented in Table 6-1. If a hydrologic computer model such as PSRM or 
HEC-RAS is used for stormwater runoff calculations, then the duration of rainfall 
shall be 24 hours. The SCS Rainfall Type II curve shall be used for the rainfall 
distribution.

(c) For the purposes of pre-development flow rate determination, undeveloped land, 
including disturbed areas, shall be considered as “meadow” in good condition, 
unless the natural ground cover generates a lower curve number or Rational “C” 
value (i.e., forest), as listed in Table 6-6.

(d) All calculations using the Rational Method shall use rainfall intensities consistent 
with appropriate times-of-concentration for overland flow and return periods from 
the Design Storm Curves for Pennsylvania Department of Transportation Design 
Rainfall Curves. Region 4 curves will apply to this watershed.

Peak discharge computed using the Rational Method should follow the 
formula, Q = CIA where:
Q = Peak discharge in cubic feet per second
C = Runoff factor expressed as a percent of the total rainfall
I = Rainfall intensity in inches per hour
A = The drainage area expressed in acres

(e) Times-of-concentration for overland flow shall be calculated using the 
methodology presented in Chapter 3 of Urban Hydrology for Small Watersheds, 
NRCS, TR-55 (as amended or replaced form time to time by NRCS). Time-of-
concentration for channel and pipe flow shall be computed using Manning’s 
equation.
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(f) Runoff Curve Numbers (CN) for both existing and proposed conditions to be used 
in the Soil Cover Complex method shall be obtained from Table 6-5.

(g) Runoff coefficients (c) for both existing and proposed conditions for use in the 
Rational Method shall be obtained from Table 6-6.

(h) Where uniform flow is anticipated, the Manning equation shall be used for 
hydraulic computations such as the capacity of open channels, pipes, and storm 
sewers. Values for Manning’s roughness coefficient (n) shall be consistent with 
Table 6-7.

(i) Outlet structures for stormwater management facilities shall be designed to meet 
the performance standards of this Title Four using any generally accepted 
hydraulic analysis technique or method.

(j) The design of any stormwater detention facilities intended to meet the 
performance standards of this Title Four shall be verified by routing the design 
storm hydrograph through these facilities.
(Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)

936.06  GROUNDWATER RECHARGE (INFILTRATION/RECHARGE/
  RETENTION).

(a) Maintaining runoff volumes of pre-developed conditions requires groundwater 
recharge of the areas being developed. Design of the infiltration/recharge stormwater 
management facilities shall incorporate groundwater recharge to compensate for the reduction in 
the percolation that occurs when the ground surface is converted to an impervious surface. These 
measures are required unless the applicant can prove the development site is physically incapable 
of recharge. If physical limitations exist preventing groundwater recharge runoff volumes must 
be reduced through another acceptable BMP proposed by the Developer’s engineer.

(b) Infiltration BMPs shall meet the following minimum requirements:
(1) Infiltration BMPs intended to receive runoff from developed areas shall be 

selected based on suitability of soils and site conditions and shall be 
constructed on soils that have the following characteristics:
A. A minimum depth of 12 inches between the bottom of the facility 

and the seasonal high water table and/or bedrock (limiting zones). 
Limiting zones to be determined by probe hole excavation.

B. An infiltration and/or percolation rate sufficient to accept the 
additional stormwater load and drain completely as determined by 
field tests conducted by the Owner’s professional designer.

(2) The size of the recharge facility shall be based upon the following 
calculation:

(3) The recharge volume provided at the site shall be directed to the most 
permeable soils available.

(4) The recharge facility shall be capable of completely infiltrating the 
impounded water within 48 hours.
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Infiltration design structure worksheet

  A.  Total storm rainfall                   2.40 Inches

B.   Weighted drainage area CN 98

C.   Potential abstractions (S) = (1000/CN)-10 0.204

D.   Drainage area in square feet 1500                 Input  requirements

E.   Perc Rate in ft/hr. 0.1667

F.   Seepage bed (horz. area in square feet) 200

(1)
Storm 

in 
Hours

(2)
Type II
Storm

Distributi
on

(3)
Rainfall

in 
inches

(4)
Runoff

in 
inches

(5)
Runoff in 

cubic 
feet

(6)
Potential 

perc
rate

(7)
Actual 
perc 
rate

(8)
Volume 
storage 
required

(9)
Depth 

of 
bed

0 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
1 0.012 0.029 0.000 0.00 33.34 0.00 0.00 0.00
2 0.022 0.053 0.001 0.08 33.34 0.08 0.00 0.00
3 0.035 0.084 0.008 0.94 33.42 0.94 0.00 0.00
4 0.048 0.115 0.020 2.48 34.28 2.48 0.00 0.00
5 0.065 0.156 0.042 5.19 35.82 5.19 0.00 0.00
6 0.080 0.192 0.064 8.04 38.53 8.04 0.00 0.00
7 0.100 0.240 0.098 12.30 41.38 12.30 0.00 0.00
8 0.120 0.288 0.135 16.92 45.64 16.92 0.00 0.00
9 0.148 0.355 0.191 23.83 50.26 23.83 0.00 0.00

10 0.181 0.434 0.259 32.40 57.17 32.40 0.00 0.00
11 0.235 0.564 0.376 47.05 65.74 47.05 0.00 0.00
12 0.663 1.591 1.370 171.26 80.39 80.39 90.87 1.14
13 0.772 1.853 1.629 203.57 113.73 113.73 89.84 1.12
14 0.820 1.968 1.743 217.83 147.07 147.07 70.76 0.88
15 0.855 2.052 1.826 228.24 180.41 180.41 47.83 0.60
16 0.880 2.112 1.885 235.68 213.75 213.75 21.93 0.27
17 0.903 2.167 1.940 242.52 247.09 242.52 0.00 0.00
18 0.920 2.208 1.981 247.58 275.86 247.58 0.00 0.00
19 0.940 2.256 2.028 253.54 280.92 253.54 0.00 0.00
20 0.952 2.285 2.057 257.11 286.88 257.11 0.00 0.00
21 0.968 2.323 2.095 261.88 290.45 261.88 0.00 0.00
22 0.980 2.352 2.124 265.46 295.22 265.46 0.00 0.00
23 0.990 2.376 2.148 268.44 298.80 268.44 0.00 0.00
24 1.000 2.400 2.171 271.42 301.78 271.42 0.00 0.00

Description of column calculation
(5)   Calculated by multiplying the drainage area (D) by the runoff in inches converted to feet.
(6)   Calculated by multiplying the seepage area (F) by the perc rate and adding the preceding actual perc
(7)   Listing the lesser of the potential perc vs. the runoff in CF
(8)   Listing the difference between the runoff and the actual perc=amount to be stored (awaiting infiltration)
(9)   Volume of storage divided by the seepage bed horizontal area = depth of bed

50-T
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Depth of Seepage Bed Design Table
  Area of seepage bed =     100    sf

Drainage area to bed
Perc Rate (in/hr.)

1 3 5 7 9 11
500 0.9 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

1000 2.3 1.5 1.0 0.6 0.2 0.0

1500 3.9 2.7 2.1 1.7 1.2 0.8

2000 5.7 4.0 3.1 2.7 2.3 1.9

2500 7.6 5.3 4.4 3.7 3.3 2.9

3000 9.6 6.8 5.7 4.9 4.3 3.9

3500 11.7 8.3 7.1 6.2 5.4 5.0

4000 13.8 9.9 8.4 7.5 6.7 6.0

5000 18.2 13.3 11.3 10.1 9.3 8.5

6000 22.7 16.9 14.4 12.7 11.9 11.1

7000 27.2 20.7 17.6 15.8 14.5 13.7

8000 31.7 24.7 21.0 18.9 17.2 16.3

  Area of seepage bed =     250    sf

Drainage area to bed
Perc Rate (in/hr.)

1 3 5 7 9 11
500 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

1000 0.6 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

1500 1.2 0.6 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0

2000 1.7 1.0 0.6 0.2 0.0 0.0

2500 2.3 1.5 1.0 0.6 0.2 0.0

3000 2.9 1.9 1.4 1.0 0.6 0.2

3500 3.5 2.4 1.9 1.4 1.0 0.6

4000 4.2 2.9 2.3 1.9 1.4 1.0

5000 5.7 4.0 3.1 2.7 2.3 1.9

6000 7.2 5.0 4.2 3.5 3.1 2.7

7000 8.8 6.2 5.2 4.4 3.9 3.5

8000 10.4 7.4 6.3 5.4 4.7 4.3

  Area of seepage bed =     500    sf

Drainage area to bed
Perc Rate (in/hr.)

1 3 5 7 9 11
500 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

1000 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

1500 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

2000 0.6 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

2500 0.9 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

3000 1.2 0.6 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0

3500 1.4 0.8 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.0

4000 1.7 1.0 0.6 0.2 0.0 0.0

5000 2.3 1.5 1.0 0.6 0.2 0.0

6000 2.9 1.9 1.5 1.0 0.6 0.2

7000 3.5 2.4 1.9 1.4 1.0 0.6

8000 4.2 2.9 2.3 1.9 1.4 1.0
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(c) A detailed soils evaluation of the project site shall be performed to determine the 
suitability of recharge facilities. The evaluation shall be performed by a qualified professional, 
and at a minimum, address soil permeability, depth to bedrock, susceptibility to sinkhole 
formation, and subgrade stability. The general process for designing the infiltration BMP shall 
be:

(1) Site evaluation to determine general areas of suitability for infiltration 
practices.

(2) Provide field test to determine appropriate percolation rate and/or 
hydraulic conductivity.

(3) Design infiltration structure for required storm volume based on all 
available data.

(d) Extreme caution shall be exercised where infiltration is proposed in geologically 
susceptible areas such as strip mine or limestone areas. Extreme caution shall also be exercised 
where salt or chloride would be a pollutant since soils do little to filter this pollutant and it may 
contaminate the groundwater. It is also extremely important that the design professional evaluate 
the possibility of groundwater contamination from the proposed infiltration/recharge facility and 
recommend a hydrogeologic justification study be performed if necessary. Whenever a basin will 
be located in an area underlain by limestone, a geological evaluation of the proposed location 
shall be conducted to determine susceptibility to sinkhole formations. The design of all facilities 
over limestone formations shall include measures to prevent ground water contamination and, 
where necessary, sinkhole formation. The infiltration requirement in the High 
Quality/Exceptional Waters shall be subject to the Department’s Chapter 93 and Antidegradation 
Regulations. The Municipality may require the installation of an impermeable liner in detention 
basins. A detailed hydrogeologic investigations may be required by the Municipality.

(e) The Municipality may require the Developer to provide safeguards against 
groundwater contamination for uses which may cause groundwater contamination, should there 
be a mishap or spill. It shall be the Developer’s responsibility to verify if the site is underlain by 
limestone. The following note shall be attached to all Drainage Plans and signed and sealed by 
the Developer’s engineer/surveyor/landscape architect/geologist: 

I, _________ certify that the proposed detention basin (circle one) is / is not underlain by 
limestone.

(f) Where pervious pavement is permitted for parking lots, recreational facilities, 
non-dedicated streets, or other areas, pavement construction specifications shall be noted on the 
plan.

(g) Recharge/infiltration facilities may be used in conjunction with other innovative 
or traditional BMPs, stormwater control facilities, and non-structural stormwater management 
alternatives.  (Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)
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936.07   WATER QUALITY AND STREAM PROTECTION.
(a) Developed areas will provide adequate storage and treatment facilities necessary 

to capture and treat stormwater runoff. The Recharge Volume computed under Section 936.06 
may be a component of the Water Quality Volume. If the Recharge Volume is less than the 
Water Quality Volume, the remaining Water Quality Volume may be captured and treated by 
methods other than recharge/infiltration BMP’s. The Water Quality Volume (WQv) is the 
storage capacity needed to treat stormwater runoff produced by “P”inch of rainfall (90% Rule) 
from the developed areas of the site. The following calculation formula is used to determine the 
storage volume, WQv, in acre-feet of storage:

WQv = [(P.0)(Rv)(A)]/12
WQv = Water Quality Volume
P = Rainfall Amount (2.4")
A = Disturbed Project Area
Rv = 0.05 + 0.009(I)
I = (Impervious Area ÷ Total Project Area) x 100

WQv shall be designed as part of a stormwater management facility which incorporates 
water quality BMP’s as a primary benefit of using that facility, in accordance with design 
specifications contained in “Pennsylvania Handbook of Best Management Practices for 
Developing Areas”. The following factors shall be considered when evaluating the suitability of 
BMPs used to control water quality at a given development site:

(1) Total contributing area
(2) Permeability and infiltration rate of the site soils
(3) Slope and depth to bedrock
(4) Seasonal high water table
(5) Proximity to building foundations and well heads
(6) Erodibility of soils
(7) Land availability and configuration of the topography
(8) Peak discharge and required volume control
(9) The nature of the pollutant being removed
(10) Maintenance requirements
(11) Creation/protection of aquatic and wildlife habitat
(12) Recreational value
(13) Enhancement of aesthetic and property value

Release of water can begin at the start of the storm (i.e., the invert of the water quality 
orifice is at the invert of the facility). The design of the facility shall consider and minimize the 
chances of clogging and sedimentation potential. Orifices smaller than 3 inches in diameter are 
not recommended.

(b) The land Developer MAY submit original and innovative designs to the 
Municipal engineer for review and approval. Such designs may achieve the water quality 
objectives through a combination of BMPs (Best Management Practices). Infiltration required in 
Section 936.06 should be accounted for in meeting the requirements of Section 936.07(a).
(Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)
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936.08  EROSION AND SEDIMENTATION REQUIREMENTS.
(a) As required in Section 936.04(f), whenever the vegetation and topography are to 

be disturbed, such activity must be in conformance with Chapter 102, Title 25, Rules and 
Regulations, Part I, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Environmental Protection, 
Subpart C, protection of natural Resources, Article II, Water Resources, Chapter 102, “Erosion 
Control”, and in accordance with the York County Conservation District.

(b) It is extremely important that strict erosion and sedimentation control measures be 
applied surrounding infiltration structure during installation to prevent the infiltrative surfaces 
from becoming clogged. Additional erosion and sedimentation control design standards and 
criteria that must be or are recommended to be applied where infiltration BMPs are proposed 
shall include the following:

(1) Areas proposed for infiltration BMPs shall be protected from 
sedimentation and compaction during the construction phase, so as to 
maintain their maximum infiltration capacity.

(2) Infiltration BMPs shall not be constructed nor receive runoff until the 
entire contributory drainage area to the infiltration BMP has received final 
stabilization.

(c) In accordance with the Memorandum of Understanding between the York County 
Conservation District and The City of York (Appendix B), final City approval of the 
postconstruction stormwater management plan will not be granted until a letter has been issued 
by York County Conservation District indicating the erosion control plan to be "Adequate".
(Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)
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ARTICLE 937
Plan Requirements

937.01 General requirements.
937.02 Payments in lieu of stormwater

management facilities.
937.03 Drainage plan contents.

937.04 Plan submission.
937.05 Drainage plan review.
937.06 Modification of plans.

937.01  GENERAL REQUIREMENTS.
For any of the activities regulated by this Title Four, the subdivision or land development, 

the issuance of any building permit, or the commencement of any land disturbance activity may 
not proceed until the Property Owner or Developer or his/their agent has received written 
approval of a Stormwater Management Plan from the Municipality.
(Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)

937.02   PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF STORMWATER MANAGEMENT
   FACILITIES.

(a) Where the applications of the standards and requirements of this Title Four would 
result in unique and undue hardship to a particular person or particular site, the City may, in its 
sole discretion, require the payment of a fee in lieu of compliance with the provisions of this 
Title Four. In determining whether a fee may be imposed by the City in lieu of compliance with 
the provisions of this Title Four, the City shall consider, where relevant, the following criteria:

(1) The amount of impervious area to be added to the site;
(2) The relationship of such impervious areas to property lines;
(3) The area available for on-lot stormwater management facilities;
(4) The capacity and condition of receiving channels;
(5) The location of existing or proposed stormwater management facilities 

which would affect, or be affected by development of the site;
(6) Such other information as the person proposing development or the City 

may deem relevant.
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(b) Where it has been determined by the City that a fee may be paid in lieu of 
compliance with the provisions of this Title Four, the following procedures shall be followed:

(1) The amount of the fee, as established by resolution of the City Council, 
shall be for each square foot of impervious material to be added to the site.

(2) The fee must be paid to the City prior to issuance of any permits.
(3) All money paid to the City in this manner shall be kept in a capital reserve 

fund established as provided by law. Money in such capital reserve fund 
must be used only for the acquisition of land, construction of facilities, or 
maintenance of facilities for stormwater management purposes.

(4) Funds collected pursuant to this Section shall be designated as collected 
from the Water Shed District in which the proposed development is to 
occur. Thereafter, moneys expended from the fund for stormwater 
management facilities in any one district may not exceed moneys collected 
from that district.

(5) The provisions of these regulations governing the setting and collection of 
fees in lieu of construction of facilities shall not be utilized until the City 
has established a capital reserve fund.
(Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)

937.03   DRAINAGE PLAN CONTENTS.
The Drainage Plan shall consist of all applicable calculations, maps, and plans. A note on 

the maps shall refer to the associated computations and erosion and sedimentation control plan 
by title and date. The cover sheet of the computations and erosion and sedimentation control plan 
shall refer to the associated maps by title and date. All Drainage Plan materials shall be 
submitted to the Municipality in a format that is clear, concise, legible, neat, and well organized; 
otherwise, the Drainage Plan shall be disapproved and returned to the Applicant. The following 
items shall be included in the Drainage Plan:

(a) General.
(1) General description of project.
(2) General description of permanent stormwater management techniques, 

including construction specifications of the materials to be used for 
stormwater management facilities.

(3) Complete hydrologic, hydraulic, and structural computations for all 
stormwater management facilities.

(b) Map(s) of the project area shall be submitted on 24-inch x 36-inch or 30-inch x 
42-inch sheets. The contents of the maps(s) shall include, but not be limited to:
(1) The location of the project relative to highways, municipalities or other 

identifiable landmarks.
(2) Existing contours at intervals of two feet. In areas of steep slopes (greater 

than 15 percent), five (5) feet contour intervals may be used.
(3) Existing streams, lakes, ponds, or other bodies of water within the project 

area.
(4) Other physical features including flood hazard boundaries, sinkholes, 

streams, existing drainage courses, areas of natural vegetation to be 
preserved, and the total extent of the upstream area draining through the 
site.
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(5) The locations of all existing and proposed utilities, sanitary sewers, and 
water lines within 50 feet of property lines.

(6) An overlay showing soil names and boundaries.
(7) Proposed changes to the land surface and vegetative cover, including the 

type and amount of impervious area that would be added.
(8) Proposed structures, roads, paved areas, and buildings.
(9) Final contours at intervals at two feet. In areas of steep slopes (greater than 

15 percent), five (5) feet contour intervals may be used.
(10) The name of the development, the name and address of the owner of the 

property, and the name of the individual or firm preparing the plan.
(11) The date of submission.
(12) A graphic and written scale of one (1) inch equals no more than fifty (50) 

feet; for tracts of twenty (20) acres or more, the scale shall be one (1) inch 
equals no more than one hundred (100) feet.

(13) A North arrow.
(14) The total tract boundary and size with distances marked to the nearest foot 

and bearings to the nearest degree.
(15) Existing and proposed land use(s).
(16) A key map showing all existing man-made features beyond the property 

boundary that would be affected by the project.
(17) Horizontal and vertical profiles of all open channels, including hydraulic 

capacity.
(18) Overland drainage paths.
(19) A note on the plan indicating the location and responsibility for 

maintenance of stormwater management facilities that would be located 
off-site. All off-site facilities shall meet the performance standards and 
design criteria specified in this Title Four.

(20) A statement, signed by the landowner, acknowledging the stormwater 
management system to be a permanent fixture that can be altered or 
removed only after approval of a revised plan by the Municipality.

(21) The location of all erosion and sedimentation control facilities.
(22) The location of all groundwater recharge facilities.

(c) Supplemental Information.
(1) A written description of the following information shall be submitted.

A. The overall stormwater management concept for the project.
B. Stormwater runoff computations as specified in this Title Four.
C. Stormwater management techniques to be applied both during and 

after development.
(2) A soil erosion and sedimentation control plan, where applicable, including 

all reviews and approvals, as required by PA DEP.
(3) A geologic assessment of the effects of runoff on sinkholes as specified in 

this Title Four.
(4) The effect of the project (in terms of runoff volumes and peak flows) on 

adjacent properties and on any existing municipal stormwater collection 
system that may receive runoff from the project site.

(5) Soil evaluation to justify infiltration site location and results of on-site 
testing to establish infiltration rates used for design.



937.04                    STREETS, UTILITIES AND PUBLIC SERVICES CODE                  50BB

(d) Stormwater Management Facilities.
(1) All stormwater management facilities must be located on a plan and 

described in detail.
(2) When groundwater recharge methods such as seepage pits, beds or 

trenches are used, the locations of existing and proposed septic tank 
infiltration areas and wells must be shown.

(3) All calculations, assumptions, and criteria used in the design of the 
stormwater management facilities must be shown.
(Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)

937.04   PLAN SUBMISSION.
For all activities regulated by this Title Four, the steps below shall be followed for 

submission. For any activities that require a PA DEP Joint Permit Application and regulated 
under Chapter 105 (Dam Safety and Waterway Management) or Chapter 106 (Floodplain 
Management) of PA DEP's Rules and Regulations, require a PennDOT Highway Occupancy 
Permit, or require any other permit under applicable state or federal regulations, the proof of 
application for that permit(s) shall be part of the plan. The plan shall be coordinated with the 
state and federal permit process.

(a) The Drainage Plan shall be submitted by the Developer or owner as part of any 
Regulated Activity defined in Section 935.04.

(b) Three (3) copies of the Drainage Plan shall be submitted.
(c) Distribution of the Drainage Plan will be as follows:

(1) One (1) copy to the Municipality.
(2) One (1) copy to the Municipal engineers.
(3) One (1) copy to a delegated agent of the York County Planning 

Commission.   (Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)

937.05   DRAINAGE PLAN REVIEW.
(a) The Municipal engineer shall review the Drainage Plan for consistency with any 

adopted Watershed Act 167 Stormwater Management Plans. The Municipality shall require 
receipt of a complete plan, as specified in this Title Four.

(b) The Municipal engineer shall review the Drainage Plan for any submission or 
land development against the municipal subdivision and land development ordinance provisions 
not superseded by this Title Four. A written review will be provided to the Municipality 
outlining the results of the review.

(c) The Municipality shall not approve any subdivision or land development for 
Regulated Activities specified in Section 935.04 if the Drainage Plan has been found to be 
inconsistent with the Stormwater Management Plan, as determined by the Municipal engineer. 
All required permits from PA DEP must be obtained prior to approval of any subdivision or land 
development.

(d) The Municipal Building Permit Office shall not issue a building permit for any 
Regulated Activity specified in Section 935.04 if the Drainage Plan has been found to be 
inconsistent with the Stormwater Management Plan, as determined by the Municipal engineer, or 
without considering the comments of the Municipal engineer. All required permits from PA DEP 
must be obtained prior to issuance of a building permit.
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(e) The Developer shall be responsible for completing record drawings of all 
stormwater management facilities included in the approved Drainage Plan. The record drawings 
and an explanation of any discrepancies with the design plans shall be submitted to the 
Municipal engineer for final approval. In no case shall the Municipality approve the record 
drawings until the Municipality receives a copy of the Highway Occupancy Permit from the 
PennDOT District Office, and any applicable permits from PA DEP.
(Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)

937.06  MODIFICATION OF PLANS.
A modification to a submitted Drainage Plan for a development site that involves a 

change in stormwater management facilities or techniques, or that involves the relocation or 
redesign of stormwater management facilities, or that is necessary because soil or other 
conditions are not as stated on the Drainage Plan as determined by the Municipal engineer, shall 
require a re-submission of the modified Drainage Plan consistent with Section 937.04  and be 
subject to review as specified in Section 937.05. A modification to an already approved or 
disapproved Drainage Plan shall be submitted to the Municipality, accompanied by the 
applicable review. A modification to a Drainage Plan for which a formal action has not been 
taken by the Municipality shall be submitted to the Municipality, accompanied by the applicable 
Municipality Review Fee.
(Ord. 25-2006.   Passed 4-18-06.)
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ARTICLE 938
Inspections

938.01 Schedule of inspections.

938.01  SCHEDULE OF INSPECTIONS.
(a) The Municipal engineer or his municipal assignee shall inspect phases of the 

installation of the permanent stormwater management facilities as deemed appropriate by the 
Municipal engineer.

(b) During any stage of the work, if the Municipal engineer determines that the 
permanent stormwater management facilities are not being installed in accordance with the 
approved Stormwater Management Plan, the Municipality shall revoke any existing permits until 
a revised Drainage Plan is submitted and approved, as specified in this Title Four.
(Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)
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ARTICLE 939
Fees and Expenses

939.01 General.
939.02 Municipality drainage plan

review fee.

939.03 Expenses covered by fees.

939.01  GENERAL.
The fee required by this Title Four is the Municipal Review Fee. The Municipal Review 

fee shall be established by the Municipality to defray review costs incurred by the Municipality 
and the Municipal engineer. All fees shall be paid by the Applicant.
(Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)

939.02  MUNICIPALITY DRAINAGE PLAN REVIEW FEE.
The Municipality shall establish a Fee Schedule by resolution of the municipal governing 

body based on the Municipality's costs for reviewing Drainage Plans. The Municipality shall 
periodically update the Review Fee Schedule to ensure that review costs are adequately 
reimbursed.  (Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)

939.03  EXPENSES COVERED BY FEES.
The fees required by this Title Four shall at a minimum cover:
(a) Administrative Costs.
(b) The review of the Drainage Plan by the Municipality and the Municipal engineer.
(c) The site inspections.
(d) The inspection of stormwater management facilities and drainage improvements 

during construction.
(e) The final inspection upon completion of the stormwater management facilities 

and drainage improvements presented in the Drainage Plan.
(f) Any additional work required to enforce any permit provisions regulated by this 

Title Four, correct violations, and assure proper completion of stipulated remedial 
actions.

(g) Where appropriate, a fee in lieu of compliance with the provisions of this Title 
Four.
(Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)
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ARTICLE 940
Maintenance Responsibilities

940.01 Performance guarantee.
940.02 Maintenance responsibilities.
940.03 Maintenance agreement for

privately owned stormwater
facilities.

940.04 Municipal stormwater 
maintenance fund.

940.05 Post-construction maintenance
inspections.

940.01  PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE.
The applicant shall provide a financial guarantee to the Municipality for the timely 

installation and proper construction of all stormwater management controls as required by the 
approved stormwater plan and this Title Four in accordance with the Pennsylvania Municipalities 
Code.  (Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)

940.02  MAINTENANCE RESPONSIBILITIES.
(a) The Drainage Plan for the development site shall contain an operation and 

maintenance plan prepared by the Developer and approved by the municipal engineer. The 
operation and maintenance plan shall outline required routine maintenance actions and schedules 
necessary to insure proper operation of the facility(ies).

(b) The Drainage Plan for the development site shall establish responsibilities for the 
continuing operation and maintenance of all proposed stormwater facilities, consistent with the 
following principals:

(1) If a development consists of structures or lots which are to be separately 
owned and in which streets, sewers and other public improvements are to 
be dedicated to the Municipality, stormwater facilities within a dedicated 
easement or street right-of way may also be offered for dedication to the 
Municipality. Such offer does not obligate the Municipality to accept said 
offer.
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(2) If a development site is to be maintained in a single ownership or if sewers 
and other public improvements are to be privately owned and maintained, 
then the ownership and maintenance of stormwater control facilities shall 
be the responsibility of the owner or private management entity.

(c) The governing body, upon recommendation of the municipal engineer, shall make 
the final determination on the continuing maintenance responsibilities prior to final approval of 
the stormwater management plan. The governing body reserves the right to accept the ownership 
and operating responsibility for any or all of the stormwater management controls.  (Ord. 
25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)

940.03  MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT FOR PRIVATELY OWNED
 STORMWATER FACILITIES.

Prior to final approval of the site’s stormwater management plan, the property owner 
shall sign and record a maintenance agreement (see Appendix A) covering all stormwater control 
facilities which are to be privately owned.
(Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)

940.04  MUNICIPAL STORMWATER MAINTENANCE FUND.
Persons installing stormwater basins shall be required to pay a specified amount to the 

Municipal Stormwater Maintenance Fund to help defray costs of periodic inspections and 
maintenance expenses. The amount of the deposit shall be determined as follows:

(a) If the basin is to be privately owned and maintained, the deposit shall cover the 
cost of periodic inspections performed by the Municipality for a period of ten (10) 
years, as estimated by the municipal engineer. After that period of time, 
inspections will be performed at the expense of the Municipality.

(b) If the basin is to be owned and maintained by the Municipality, the deposit shall 
cover the estimated costs for maintenance and inspections for ten (10) years. The 
municipal engineer will establish the estimated costs utilizing information 
submitted by the applicant.

(c) The amount of the deposit to the fund shall be converted to present worth of the 
annual series values. The municipal engineer shall determine the present worth 
equivalents which shall be subject to the approval of the governing body.
(Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)

940.05  POST-CONSTRUCTION MAINTENANCE INSPECTIONS.
(a) Basins shall be inspected by the Municipality or its agent on the following bases:

(1) Annually for ten (10) years.
(2) During and immediately after the cessation of a significant storm event.

(b) The entity conducting the inspection shall be required to submit a report to the 
Municipality regarding the condition of the facility and recommending necessary repairs, if 
needed.  (Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)
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ARTICLE 941
Enforcement and Penalties

941.01 Right-of-entry.
941.02 Notification.
941.03 Enforcement.

941.04 Public nuisance.
941.05 Appeals.
941.99 Penalties.

941.01  RIGHT-OF-ENTRY.
Upon presentation of proper credentials, duly authorized representatives of the 

Municipality may enter at reasonable times upon any property within the Municipality to inspect 
the condition of the stormwater structures and facilities in regard to any aspect regulated by this 
Title Four.  (Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)

941.02   NOTIFICATION.
In the event that a person fails to comply with the requirements of this Title Four, or fails 

to conform to the requirements of any permit issued hereunder, the Municipality shall provide 
written notification of the violation. Such notification shall set forth the nature of the violations 
and establish a time limit for correction of these violation(s). Failure to comply within the time 
specified shall subject such person to the penalty provisions of this Title Four. All such penalties 
shall be deemed cumulative and does not prevent the Municipality from pursuing any and all 
remedies. It shall be the responsibility of the Owner of the real property on which any Regulated 
Activity is proposed to occur, is occurring, or has occurred, to comply with the terms and 
conditions of this Title Four.
(Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)

941.03   ENFORCEMENT.
The municipal governing body is hereby authorized and directed to enforce all of the provisions of 

this Title Four. All inspections regarding compliance with the Drainage Plan shall be the responsibility of 
the municipal engineer or other qualified persons designated by the Municipality.

(a) A set of design plans approved by the Municipality shall be on file at the site 
throughout the duration of the construction activity. Periodic inspections may be 
made by the Municipality or designee during construction.
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(b) Adherence to Approved Plan.  It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or 
corporation to undertake any regulated activity under Section 935.04 on any 
property except as provided for in the approved Drainage Plan and pursuant to the 
requirements of this ordinance. It shall be unlawful to alter or remove any control 
structure required by the Drainage Plan pursuant to this ordinance or to allow the 
property to remain in a condition which does not conform to the approved 
Drainage Plan.

(c) At the completion of the project, and as a prerequisite for the release of the 
performance guarantee, the owner or his representatives shall:
(1) Provide a certification of completion from an engineer, architect, surveyor 

or other qualified person verifying that all permanent facilities have been 
constructed according to the plans and specifications and approved 
revisions thereto.

(2) Provide a set of as-built (record) drawings.
(d) After receipt of the certification by the Municipality, a final inspection shall be 

conducted by the governing body or its designee to certify compliance with this 
ordinance.

(e) Prior to revocation or suspension of a permit, the governing body will schedule a 
hearing to discuss the non-compliance if there is no immediate danger to life, 
public health or property.

(f) Suspension and revocation of Permits
(1) Any permit issued under this ordinance may be suspended or revoked by 

the governing body for:
A. Non-compliance with or failure to implement any provision of the 

permit.
B. A violation of any provision of this ordinance or any other 

applicable law, ordinance, rule or regulation relating to the project.
C. The creation of any condition or the commission of any act during 

construction or development which constitutes or creates a hazard 
or nuisance, pollution or which endangers the life or property of 
others.

(2) A suspended permit shall be reinstated by the governing body when:
A. The municipal engineer or his designee has inspected and 

approved the corrections to the stormwater management and 
erosion and sediment pollution control measure(s), or the 
elimination of the hazard or nuisance, and/or;

B. The governing body is satisfied that the violation of the ordinance, 
law, or rule and regulation has been corrected.

C. A permit which has been revoked by the governing body cannot be 
reinstated. The applicant may apply for a new permit under the 
procedures outlined in this Title Four.
(Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)
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941.04  PUBLIC NUISANCE.
(a) The violation of any provision of this Title Four is hereby deemed a Public 

Nuisance.

(b) Each day that a violation continues shall constitute a separate violation.
(Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)

941.05   APPEALS.
(a) Any person aggrieved by any action of the Municipality or its designee may 

appeal to the Municipality's governing body within thirty (30) days of that action.

(b) Any person aggrieved by any decision of the Municipality's governing body may 
appeal to the County Court of Common Pleas in the County where the activity has taken place 
within thirty (30) days of the municipal decision.
(Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)

941.99  PENALTIES.
(a) Anyone violating the provisions of this Title Four shall be guilty of a summary 

offense, and upon conviction shall be subject to a fine of not more than one thousand dollars 
($1,000) for each violation, recoverable with costs. Each day that the violation continues shall be 
a separate offense.

(b) In addition, the Municipality, through its solicitor may institute injunctive, 
mandamus or any other appropriate action or proceeding at law or in equity for the enforcement 
of this Title Four. Any court of competent jurisdiction shall have the right to issue restraining 
orders, temporary or permanent injunctions, mandamus or other appropriate forms of remedy or 
relief.
(Ord. 25-2006.  Passed 4-18-06.)

2008 Replacement



50NN

TABLES, MAPS & APPENDICES

TABLE 6-1

DESIGN STORM RAINFALL AMOUNT (INCHES)

Design Storm Frequency 
(Years)

24-Hours Rainfall 
Amount  (Inches)

1 2.4

2 3.1

5 3.9

10 4.9

25 5.5

50 6.2

100 6.9
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TABLE 6-2
(SCS) TYPE II RAINFALL DISTRIBUTION

2008 Replacement
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TABLE 6-3
NRCS (SCS) TYPE II RAINFALL DISTRIBUTION - S CURVE 

TABULAR FORMAT
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TABLE 6-4
PENNDOT STORM INTENSITY-DURATION-FREQUENCY CURVES (REGION4)

2008 Replacement
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TABLE 6-5
Runoff Curve Numbers

[From NRCS (SCS) TR-55]
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TABLE 6-6
RATIONAL RUNOFF COEFFICIENTS
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TABLE 6-7

Roughness Coefficients (Manning’s “n”) for Overland Flow
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ARTICLE 942
Detection and Elimination of Illicit Discharges

942.01 Definitions.
942.02 Applicability.
942.03 Responsibility for administration.
942.04 Severability.
942.05 Ultimate responsibility.
942.06 Prohibition of illicit discharges.
942.07 Prohibition of illicit connections.
942.08 Suspension of MS4 access.
942.09 Industrial or construction

activity discharges.
942.10 Monitoring of discharges.
942.11 Requirement to prevent, control,

and reduce storm water pollutants
by the use of Best Management
Practices.

942.12 Water course protection.
942.13 Notification of spills.
942.14 Enforcement.
942.15 Appeal of notice of violation.
942.16 Enforcement measures after

appeal.
942.17 Cost of abatement of the

violation.
942.18 Injunctive relief.
942.19 Compensatory action.
942.20 Violations deemed a public

nuisance.
942.21 Criminal prosecution.
942.22 Attorney fees and costs.
942.23 Remedies not exclusive.

942.01 DEFINITIONS.
(a) Best Management Practices (BMPs): schedule of activities, prohibitions of 

practices, general good house keeping practices, pollution prevention and educational practices, 
maintenance procedures, and other management practices to prevent or reduce the discharge of 
pollutants directly or indirectly to stormwater, receiving waters, or stormwater conveyance 
systems. BMPs also include treatment practices, operating procedures, and practices to control 
site runoff, spillage or leaks, sludge or water disposal, or drainage from raw materials storage.

(b) Clean Water Act: The Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. } 1251et 
seq.), and any subsequent amendments thereto.

(c) Construction Activity: Activities subject to NPDES Construction Permits. 
Beginning in March 2003, NPDES Storm Water Phase II permits will be required for 
construction projects resulting in land disturbances of 1 acre or more. Such activities include but 
are not limited to clearing and grubbing, grading, excavating, and demolition.

(d) DEP: Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection.
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(e) Hazardous Materials: Any material, including any substance, waste, or 
combination thereof, which because of its quantity, concentration, or physical, chemical, or 
infectious characteristics may cause, or significantly contribute to, a substantial present or 
potential hazard to human health, safety, property, or the environment when improperly treated, 
stored, transported, disposed of, or otherwise managed.

(f) Illicit Connections: An illicit connection is defined as either of the following:
(1) Any drain or conveyance, whether on the surface or subsurface, which 

allows an illegal discharge to enter the storm drain system including but 
not limited to any conveyances which allow any non-storm water 
discharge including sewage, process wastewater, and wash water to enter 
the storm drain system and any connections to the storm drain system 
from indoor drains and sinks, regardless of whether said drain or 
connection had been previously allowed, permitted, or approved by an 
authorized enforcement agency or, 

(2) Any drain or conveyance connected from a commercial or industrial land 
use to the storm drain system which has not been documented in plans, 
maps, or equivalent records and approved by an authorized enforcement 
agency.

(g) Illicit Discharge: As defined in Section 942.06.

(h) Industrial Activity: Activities subject to NPDES Industrial Permits as defined in 
40 CFR, Section 122.26 (b)(14).

(i) Municipality: The City of York, Pennsylvania.

(j) National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Storm Water 
Discharge Permit: means a permit issued by EPA (or by PA DEP under authority delegated 
pursuant to 33 USC 1342(b)) that authorizes the discharge of pollutants to waters of the United 
States, whether the permit is applicable on an individual, group, or general area-wide basis. 

(k) Non-Storm Water Discharge: Any discharge to the storm drain system that is not 
composed entirely of storm water.

(l) Person: means any individual, association, organization, partnership, firm, 
corporation or other entity recognized by law and acting as either the owner or as the owner’s 
agent.

(m) Pollutant: Anything which causes or contributes to pollution. Pollutants may 
include, but are not limited to: paints, varnishes, and solvents; oil and other automotive fluids; 
non-hazardous liquid and solid wastes and yard wastes; refuse, rubbish, garbage, litter, or other 
discarded or abandoned objects, ordinances, and accumulations, so that same may cause or 
contribute to pollution; floatables; pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers; hazardous substances 
and wastes; sewage, fecal coliform and pathogens; dissolved and particulate metals; animal 
wastes; wastes and residues that result from constructing a building or structure; and noxious or 
offensive matter of any kind.

(n) Premises: Any building, lot, parcel of land, or portion of land whether improved 
or unimproved including adjacent sidewalks and parking strips.
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(o) Storm Drainage System: Publicly-owned facilities by which storm water is 
collected and / or conveyed, including but not limited to any roads with drainage systems, 
municipal streets, gutters, curbs, inlets, piped storm drains, pumping facilities, retention and 
detention basins, natural and human-made or altered drainage channels, reservoirs, and other 
drainage structures.

(p) Storm Water: Any surface flow, runoff, and drainage consisting entirely of water 
from any form of natural precipitation, and resulting from such precipitation.

(q) Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan: A document which describes the Best 
Management Practices and activities to be implemented by a person or business to identify 
sources of pollution or contamination at a site and the actions to eliminate or reduce pollutant 
discharges to Stormwater, Stormwater Conveyance Systems, and / or Receiving Waters to the 
Maximum Extent Practicable.

(r) Wastewater: means any water or other liquid, other than uncontaminated storm 
water, discharged from a facility.  (Ord. 36-2007.  Passed 11-20-07.)

942.02   APPLICABILITY.
This Article shall apply to all water entering the storm drain system of the Municipality 

generated on any developed and undeveloped lands unless explicitly exempted by the 
Municipality.  (Ord. 36-2007.  Passed 11-20-07.)

942.03  RESPONSIBILITY FOR ADMINISTRATION.
The Municipality shall administer, implement, and enforce the provisions of this Article. 

Any powers granted or duties imposed upon the Municipality may be delegated in writing by the 
governing body of the Municipality to employees, agents or designees of the Municipality.  (Ord. 
36-2007.  Passed 11-20-07.)

942.04   SEVERABILITY.
The provisions of this Article are hereby declared to be severable. If any provision, 

clause, sentence, or paragraph of this Article or the application thereof to any person, 
establishment, or circumstances shall be held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the other 
provisions or application of this Article.  (Ord. 36-2007.  Passed 11-20-07.)

942.05 ULTIMATE RESPONSIBILITY.
The standards set forth herein promulgated pursuant to this Article are minimum 

standards; therefore this Article does not intend nor imply that compliance by any person will 
ensure that there will be no contamination, pollution, nor unauthorized discharge of pollutants. 
(Ord. 36-2007.  Passed 11-20-07.)

942.06  PROHIBITION OF ILLICIT DISCHARGES.
No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged into the Municipality’s storm drain 

system or watercourses any materials, including but not limited to pollutants or waters containing 
any pollutants that cause or contribute to violation of applicable water quality standards, other 
than storm water. Any discharge in violation of this section shall be considered “Illicit 
Discharges”, except as exempted below.
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The commencement, conduct or continuance of any Illicit Discharge to the storm drain 
system is prohibited except as describe as follows:

(a) The following discharges are exempt from discharge prohibitions by this article: 
water line flushing or other potable water sources, landscape irrigation or lawn 
watering, diverted stream flows, rising ground water, ground water infiltration to 
storm drains, uncontaminated pumped ground water, foundation or footing drains 
(not including active groundwater dewatering systems), crawl space pumps, air 
conditioning condensation, springs, non-commercial washing of vehicles, natural 
riparian habitat or wet-land flows, swimming pools (if dechlorinated – typically 
less than one PPM chlorine), fire fighting activities, and any other water source 
not containing Pollutants.

(b) Discharge specified in writing by the Municipality as being necessary to protect 
public health and safety.

(c) Dye testing is an allowable discharge, but requires a verbal notification to the 
Municipality prior to the time of the test.

(d) The prohibition shall not apply to any non-storm water discharge permitted under 
an NPDES permit, waiver, or waste discharge order issued to the discharger and 
administered under the authority of DEP, provided that the discharger is in full 
compliance with all requirements of the permit, waiver or order and other 
applicable laws and regulations, and provided that written approval has been 
granted for any discharge to the storm drain system.
(Ord. 36-2007.  Passed 11-20-07.)

942.07 PROHIBITION OF ILLICIT CONNECTIONS.
The construction, use, maintenance or continued existence of Illicit Connections to the 

storm drain system is prohibited.
(a) This prohibition expressly includes, without limitation, Illicit Connections made 

in the past, regardless of whether the connection was permissible under law or 
practices applicable or prevailing at the time of connection.

(b) A person is considered to be in violation of this Article if the person connects a 
line conveying sewage to the MS4, or allows such a connection to continue. 
(Ord. 36-2007.  Passed 11-20-07.)

942.08  SUSPENSION OF MS4 ACCESS.
(a) Suspension due to Illicit Discharges in Emergency Situations  .   The Municipality 

may, without prior notice, suspend MS4 discharge access to a person when such suspension is 
necessary to stop an actual or threatened discharge which presents or may present imminent and 
substantial danger to the environment, or to the health or welfare of persons, or to the MS4 or 
Waters of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania or the United States. If the violator fails to 
comply with a suspension order issued in an emergency, the Municipality may take such steps as 
deemed necessary to prevent or minimize damage to the MS4 or Waters of the United States, or 
to minimize danger to persons, including, without limitation, entering onto property for the 
purpose of disconnecting and / or performing emergency maintenance or repairs to storm sewers. 
In the event the Municipality must disconnect or perform emergency maintenance and/or repairs, 
the Municipality may file and attach a municipal lien on the property which is causing the Illicit 
Discharge.
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(b) Suspension due to the Detection of Illicit Discharge or Illicit Connection. Any 
person discharging to the MS4 in violation of this Article may have their MS4 access terminated 
if such termination would abate or reduce an Illicit Discharge or Illicit Connection. The 
Municipality will notify a violator of the proposed termination of its MS4 access. The violator 
may petition the Municipality for a reconsideration and hearing. 

A person commits an offense if the person reinstates MS4 access to premises terminated 
pursuant to this Section, without prior approval of the Municipality.
(Ord. 36-2007.  Passed 11-20-07.)

942.09  INDUSTRIAL OR CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY DISCHARGES.
Any person subject to an industrial or construction activity NPDES storm water discharge 

permit shall comply with all provisions of such permit. Proof of compliance with said permit 
shall be required in a form acceptable to the Municipality prior to allowing of discharges to the 
MS4.  (Ord. 36-2007.  Passed 11-20-07.)

942.10   MONITORING OF DISCHARGES.
(a) Applicability.  This section applies to all facilities that have storm water 

discharges associated with industrial activity, including construction activity.

(b) Access to Facilities.
(1) The Municipality shall be permitted to enter and inspect facilities subject 

to regulation under this Article as often as may be necessary to determine 
compliance with this Article. If a discharger has security measures in force 
which require proper identification and clearance before entry into its 
premises, the discharger shall make the necessary arrangements to allow 
access to representatives of the Municipality.

(2) Facility operators shall allow the Municipality ready access to all parts of 
the premises for the purposes of inspection, sampling, examination and 
copying of records that must be kept under the conditions of an NPDES 
permit to discharge storm water, and the performance of any additional 
duties as defined by state and federal law. 

(3) The Municipality shall have the right to set up on any permitted facility 
such devices as are necessary in the opinion of the authorized enforcement 
agency to conduct monitoring and / or sampling of the facility’s storm 
water discharge. 

(4) The Municipality has the right to require the discharger to install 
monitoring equipment as necessary. The facility’s sampling and 
monitoring equipment shall be maintained at all times in a safe and proper 
operating condition by the discharger at its own expense. All devices used 
to measure stormwater flow and quality shall be calibrated to ensure their 
accuracy.

(5) Any temporary or permanent obstruction to safe and easy access to the 
facility is a violation of a storm water discharge permit and of this Article. 
A person who is the operator of a facility with a NPDES permit to 
discharge storm water associated with industrial activity commits an 
offense if the person denies the Municipality reasonable access to the 
permitted facility for the purpose of conducting any activity authorized or 
required by the Article.
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(6) Unreasonable delays in allowing Municipality access to a permitted 
facility is a violation of a storm water discharge permit and of this Article. 
A person who is the operator of a facility with a NPDES permit to 
discharge storm water associated with industrial activity commits an 
offense if the person denies the Municipality reasonable access to the 
permitted facility for the purpose of conducting any activity authorized or 
required by this Article. 

(7) If Municipality has been refused access to any part of the premises from 
which stormwater is discharged, and it is able to demonstrate probable 
cause to believe that there may be a violation of this Article, or that there 
is a need to inspect and / or sample as part of a routine inspection and 
sampling program designed to verify compliance with this article or any 
order issued hereunder, or to protect the overall public health, safety, and 
welfare of the community, then the Municipality may seek issuance of a 
search warrant from any court of competent jurisdiction. 
(Ord. 36-2007.  Passed 11-20-07.)

942.11 REQUIREMENT TO PREVENT, CONTROL, AND REDUCE STORM
 WATER POLLUTANTS BY THE USE OF BEST MANAGEMENT
 PRACTICES.

Municipality will adopt requirements identifying Best Management Practices for any 
activity, operation, or facility which may cause or contribute to pollution or contamination of 
storm water, the storm drain system, or waters of the U.S. The owner or operator of a 
commercial or industrial establishment shall provide, at their own expense, reasonable protection 
from accidental discharge of prohibited materials or other wastes into the municipal storm drain 
system or watercourses through the use of these structural and non-structural BMPs. Further, any 
person responsible for a property or premise, which is, or may be, the source of an Illicit 
Discharge, may be required to implement, at said person’s expense, additional structural and 
non-structural BMPs to prevent the further discharge of pollutants to the municipal separate 
storm sewer system. Compliance with all terms and conditions of a valid NPDES permit 
authorizing the discharge of storm water associated with industrial activity, to the extent 
practicable, shall be deemed compliance with the provisions of this section. These BMPs shall be 
part of a stormwater pollution prevention plan (SWPP) as necessary for compliance with 
requirements of the NPDES permit. 
(Ord. 36-2007.  Passed 11-20-07.)

942.12  WATERCOURSE PROTECTION.
Every person owning property through which a watercourse passes, or such person’s 

lessee, shall keep and maintain that part of the watercourse within the property free of trash, 
debris, excessive vegetation, and other obstacles that would pollute, contaminate, or significantly 
retard the flow of water through the watercourse. In addition, the owner or lessee shall maintain 
existing privately owned structures within or adjacent to a watercourse, so that such structures 
will not become a hazard to the use, function, or physical integrity of the watercourse.  (Ord. 
36-2007.  Passed 11-20-07.)
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942.13  NOTIFICATION OF SPILLS.
Notwithstanding other requirements of law, as soon as any person responsible for a 

facility or operation, or responsible for emergency response for a facility or operation has 
information of any know or suspected release of materials which are resulting or may result in an 
Illicit Discharges or pollutants discharging into storm water, the storm drain system, or water of 
the U.S. said person shall take all necessary steps to ensure the discovery, containment, and 
cleanup of such release. In the event of such a release of hazardous materials said person shall 
immediately notify emergency response agencies of the occurrence via emergency dispatch 
services. In the event of a release of non-hazardous materials, said person shall notify the 
Municipality in person or by phone or facsimile no later than the next business day. Notifications 
in person or by phone shall be confirmed by written notice addressed and mailed to the 
Municipality within three business days of the phone notice. If the discharge of prohibited 
materials emanates from a commercial or industrial establishment, the owner or operator of such 
establishment shall also retain an on-site written record of the discharge and the actions taken to 
prevent its recurrence. Such records shall be retained for at least three years.   (Ord. 36-2007. 
Passed 11-20-07.)

942.14  ENFORCEMENT.
(a) Notice of Violation.  Whenever the Municipality finds that a person has violated a 

prohibition or failed to meet a requirement of this Article, the Municipality may order 
compliance by written notice of violation to the responsible person. Such notice may require 
without limitation:

(1) The performance of monitoring, analyses, and reporting;
(2) The elimination of Illicit Connections or Illicit Discharges;
(3) That violating discharges, practices, or operations shall cease and desist;
(4) The abatement or remediation of storm water pollution or contamination 

hazards and the restoration of any affected property;
(5) Payment of a fine to cover administrative and remediation costs; and
(6) The implementation of source control or treatment BMPs. If abatement of 

a violation and / or restoration of affected property is required, the notice 
shall set forth a deadline within which such remediation or restoration 
must be completed. Said notice shall further advise that, should the 
violator fail to remediate or restore within the established deadline, the 
work will be done by a designated governmental agency or a contractor 
and the expense thereof shall be charged to the violator or assessed as a 
municipal lien on the property.
(Ord. 36-2007.  Passed 11-20-07.)

942.15  APPEAL OF NOTICE OF VIOLATION.
Any person receiving a Notice of Violation may appeal the determination of the 

Municipality. The notice of appeal must be received within 30 days from the date of the Notice 
of Violation. Hearing on the appeal before a designated hearing representative of the 
Municipality shall take place within 15 days from the date of receipt of the notice of appeal. The 
decision of the Municipality or their designee shall be final. 
(Ord. 36-2007.  Passed 11-20-07.)
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942.16  ENFORCEMENT MEASURES AFTER APPEAL.
If the violation has not been corrected pursuant to the requirements set forth in the Notice 

of Violation, or, in the event of an appeal, within 15 days of the hearing representative’s decision 
upholding the decision of the Municipality, then representatives of the Municipality shall enter 
upon the subject private property and are authorized to take any and all measures necessary to 
abate the violation and / or restore the property. It shall be unlawful for any person, owner, agent 
or person in possession of any premises to refuse to allow the Municipality or designated 
contractor to enter upon the premises for the purposes set forth above.  (Ord. 36-2007.  Passed 
11-20-07.)
 

942.17  COST OF ABATEMENT OF THE VIOLATION.
(a) Within 30 days after abatement of the violation, the owner of the property will be 

notified of the cost of abatement, including administrative costs. The property owner may 
thereafter file a written protest objecting to the amount of the assessment within 30 days. If the 
amount due is not paid within a timely manner as determined by the decision of the municipal 
authority or by the expiration of the time in which to file an appeal, the charges shall become a 
special assessment against the property and shall constitute a municipal lien on the property for 
the amount of the assessment.

(b) Any person violating any of the provisions of this article shall become liable to 
the Municipality by reason of such violation. The liability shall be paid in not more than 12 equal 
payments. Interest at the rate of 12 percent per annum shall be assessed on the balance beginning 
on the 1st day following discovery of the violation.
(Ord. 36-2007.  Passed 11-20-07.)

942.18 INJUNCTIVE RELIEF.
It shall be unlawful for any person to violate any provision or fail to comply with any of 

the requirements of this Article. If a person has violated or continues to violate the provisions of 
this Article, the Municipality may petition for a preliminary or permanent injunction restraining 
the person from activities which would create further violations or compelling the person to 
perform abatement or remediation of the violation.
(Ord. 36-2007.  Passed 11-20-07.)

942.19  COMPENSATORY ACTION.
In lieu of enforcement proceedings, penalties, and remedies authorized by this Article, 

the authorized enforcement agency may impose upon a violator alternative compensatory 
actions, such as storm drain stenciling, attendance at compliance workshops, creek clean up, etc. 
(Ord. 36-2007.  Passed 11-20-07.)

942.20  VIOLATIONS DEEMED A PUBLIC NUISANCE.
In addition to the enforcement processes and penalties provided, any condition caused or 

permitted to exist in violation of any of the provisions of this Article is a threat to public health, 
safety, and welfare, and is declared and deemed a public nuisance, and may be summarily abated 
or restored at the violator’s expense, and / or a civil action to abate, enjoin, or otherwise compel 
the cessation of such public nuisance may be taken. 
(Ord. 36-2007.  Passed 11-20-07.)
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942.21  CRIMINAL PROSECUTION.
Any Person that has violated or continues to violate this article shall be liable to criminal 

prosecution to the fullest extent of the law, and shall be subject to a criminal penalty of up to 
$5,000 dollars per violation per day and / or imprisonment for a period of time not to exceed 90 
days.  (Ord. 36-2007.  Passed 11-20-07.)

942.22  ATTORNEY FEES AND COSTS.
The Municipality may recover all attorneys’ fees, court costs and other expenses 

associated with enforcement of this article, either criminal or civil, including sampling and 
monitoring expenses or other costs of investigation.
(Ord. 36-2007.  Passed 11-20-07.)

942.23  REMEDIES NOT EXCLUSIVE.
The remedies listed in this Article are not exclusive of any other remedies available under 

any applicable federal, state or local law and it is within the discretion of the Municipality to 
seek cumulative remedies.
(Ord. 36-2007.  Passed 11-20-07.)
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TITLE FIVE - Other Public Services
Art.  951.  Municipal Solid Waste Management Act.
Art.  952.  Waste Minimization and Recycling.
Art.  953.  Refuse Collection Service Fees.

         (Repealed)

Amended Bill No. 51, Ordinance No. 50 of 2008

ARTICLE 951
Municipal Solid Waste Management Act

951.01 Purpose and goals. 951.12 Annual collection fee
951.02 Responsible agent. schedule.
951.03 Definitions. 951.13 Time of payment and penalty
951.04 Prohibited acts. for late payment.
951.05 Standards for storage. 951.14 Delinquent collection fees
951.06 Responsibilities of property and liens.

owners. 951.15 Adjustments and credits
951.07 Collection standards. for change of refuse
951.08 Large item collection. classification.
951.09 Trade wastes. 951.16 Minimum charges and
951.10 Disposal of refuse. vacancy credits.
951.11 Annual reporting. 951.99 Penalty.

CROSS REFERENCES
Pennsylvania Solid Waste Management Act - see 35 P.S. Sec.

6001 et seq.
Power to regulate - see 3rd Class Sec. 2403(6)  (53 P.S. Sec.

37403(6))
Accumulation of garbage - see 3rd Class Sec. 2403(16)  (53 P.S.

Sec. 37403(16))
Solid waste management - see 25 Pa. Code Ch. 75
Waste minimization and recycling - see S.U. & P.S. Art. 952

951.01  PURPOSE AND GOALS.
The City finds that the efficient management of solid waste is needed to protect the 

public health of its citizens as well as to protect the aesthetic qualities of this City.  As a goal the 
City shall endeavor to protect public health and aesthetics including public education, 
management of solid waste collection and enforcement.
(Ord.  30-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)
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951.02  RESPONSIBLE AGENT.
(a) The Director of Public Works shall be responsible for all aspects of solid waste 

management in the City.

(b) The Director shall be responsible for the preparation of all necessary plans for 
solid waste management and the coordination of those plans with the local, State and Federal 
agencies.  The Director shall prepare, in consultation with the City Solicitor and other City 
offices, the instructions to bidders, specifications and other contract documents necessary to 
enter into contracts with the refuse contractor.

(c) The Director shall have the power and duty to:
(1) Provide a public refuse collection, storage, transportation and disposal 

service and/or approve and regulate the establishment, maintenance and 
operation of private solid waste collection, storage, transportation and 
disposal services and sites.

(2) Adopt, issue and enforce such rules and standards as are necessary to 
implement and carry out the intent of this article.

(3) Issue warning notices and initiate proceedings against violators of this 
article.

(4) Investigate all complaints made by either customers or the refuse 
contractor.

(5) Inspect all aspects of solid waste collection, storage and disposal, 
including but not limited to, equipment, containers, facilities, books and 
records.

(6) Designate enforcement personnel.
(Ord. 30-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)

951.03  DEFINITIONS.
The following words, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to 

them in this section except in those instances where the context clearly indicates otherwise.
(a) "Act 101" means the Pennsylvania Municipal Waste Planning, Recycling and 

Waste Reduction Act.
(b) "Authority" means the York County Solid Waste and Refuse Authority.
(c) "Authorized placement of municipal solid waste" means regular municipal solid 

waste shall be placed at the designated pick-up point no earlier than 5:00 p.m. 
the day before collection is scheduled, and no later than 6:00 a.m. the day of 
collection.  Large items are to be placed at the designated pick-up point only 
after arrangements have been made with the City.  The scheduled large items 
shall be set out for collection according to the same time limitations as above.

(d) "Avenue", "alley" or "street" means a public or private way used for public 
travel or giving access to the rear of lots or buildings.

(e) “Cans” shall mean containers comprised of aluminum, tin, steel, or a 
combination thereof, which formerly contained only non-aerosol edible 
substances or such other substances as have been approved for recycling by the 
City.

(f) "Cardboard" means all corrugated cardboard normally used for packing, 
mailing, shipping or containerizing goods, merchandise or other material, but 
excluding plastic, foam, wax coated cardboard, soiled cardboard, pizza boxes 
and chip board.
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(g) “Christmas trees” shall mean discarded trees that were once “live” and were 
used for seasonal decoration.  Trees shall be free from all ornaments, lights, tree 
stands and bags.

(h) "City" means the City of York, Pennsylvania.
(i) "Commercial customer unit" means a number assigned by the City or at the 

request of a customer that limits the total number of containers that can be 
collected and which is the basis for commercial refuse rates.

(j) “Commercial establishment”“ means all customer facilities that are not used for 
residential dwelling.  This includes, but is not limited to, offices, bars, 
restaurants, churches, schools and other educational institutions, garages, retail, 
health care and service organizations.

(k) "Construction, remodeling and demolition refuse" includes roofing shingles, tile, 
plaster, drywall, sheet rock, metal or wood sheds, dirt, concrete, stones, bricks 
and similar materials from commercial repair of private properties or such 
activities.  Small quantities of this material (excluding dirt, concrete, stones, 
bricks and similar materials) are permitted by residents only if they are 
contained to meet requirements of the ordinance unit requirements at their 
billing address and the contractor shall be responsible for collection of this 
material.

(l) "Contractor, refuse or recycling contractor" means such contractor as may be 
engaged by the City to collect, transport, market recyclables and dispose of all 
types of large items or bulky waste or appliances and refuse, defined under the 
terms of the City contract.

(m) "County" means the County of York, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
(n) "County plan" means the solid waste management plan for York County as 

approved by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection and the 
City of York.

(o) "Customer unit" means a billing unit where six ordinance units and designated 
recyclables may be placed for receipt by the refuse/recycling collection 
contractor.  Customer units are determined by the City.

(p) "Designated pick-up point" means the point designated at each property where 
refuse, large items (bulky waste/white goods) yard waste and recyclables are to 
be placed for collection by the refuse contractor at the curb, edge of alley or as 
designated by the Director of Public Works.

(q) "Director" means the Director of Public Works of the City of York, 
Pennsylvania.

(r) "Hazardous waste" means any waste which by virtue of its quantity or content 
presents a hazard to the individuals handling it, a hazard to public health, or 
potential pollution to the air or waters of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, or 
makes land unfit or undesirable for normal use; this includes, but is not limited 
to chemicals, explosives, pathological wastes, radioactive materials and any 
materials defined hazardous wastes by Federal or State law or regulation.

(s) "Large items" includes, but is not limited to:  refrigerators, stoves, dishwashers, 
hot water heaters, washing machines, dryers, freezers, televisions, chairs, rolled 
carpet, desks, bureaus, tables, mattresses, boxsprings, bed frames, sofas, 
passenger automobile tires on the rim, push lawn mowers, bath tubs, toilets, 
sinks, windows, window screens, doors and similar household items. 
Construction, remodeling and demolition refuse from customer units is excluded 
from regular curbside collections when the amount exceeds five ordinance units.
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(t) "Litter" means all municipal solid waste or recyclables which is not properly 
containerized or disposed of.

(u) "Municipal solid waste" means, as set forth in Act 101, any garbage, refuse, 
industrial lunchroom or office waste and other material, including solid, liquid, 
semisolid or contained gaseous material, resulting from the operation of 
residential, municipal, commercial or institutional establishments and from 
community activities and any sludge not meeting the definition of residual or 
hazardous waste in Act 97 from a municipal, commercial or plant or air 
pollution control facility.  The term does not include source-separated recyclable 
materials.

(v) "Municipality" means the City of York located within the County of York, 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

(w) “Opt out” means when a commercial property or a residential property, with a 
minimum of fifty housing units, chooses to make private arrangements for 
collection of municipal solid waste (privately contracted services must include 
trash, yard waste, recyclables, large-items, etc.) instead of using services 
provided by the City’s contract.

(x) "Ordinance unit" means one refuse container or securely tied bundle of refuse, 
construction, remodeling and demolition debris of such size that the longest 
dimension shall not exceed three feet and that the volume shall not exceed 
thirty-two gallons and provided further that the total weight of any one 
ordinance unit shall not exceed forty pounds.  This shall include, but not be 
limited to, bundles of wood and small household appliances like lamps, irons, 
toasters, small toys, passenger automobile tires (off rim), etc.  In general, any 
small household appliance that fits into a 32 gallon trash bag or 32-gallon trash 
can shall be considered an ordinance unit for regular collection.  Items that 
cannot fit into a 32 gallon bag or can will be considered large items as further 
defined above in definition “large-item”.

(y) "Owner" means any person, agent, operator, firm or corporation having a legal 
or equitable interest in the property; or recorded in the official records of the 
State, County or Municipality as holding title to the property; or otherwise 
having control of the property, including the guardian of the estate of any such 
person, and the executor or administrator of the estate of such person if ordered 
to take possession of real property by a court.

(z) “Paint and paint products” shall mean latex and oil-based paints, turpentine, 
paint thinners, varnish and paint strippers or removers.  These items can be 
placed in regular garbage.  Containers must be sealed tightly to prevent spillage. 
The County’s Resource Recovery Center uses an air pollution control system to 
safely process these items.

(aa) "Person" means any individual, firm, partnership, corporation, association, 
cooperative enterprise, trust, municipal authority, Federal institution or agency, 
State institution or agency, municipality, public and private schools and 
educational facilities, other governmental agency or any other entity or any 
group of such persons which is recognized by law as the subject of rights and 
duties.  In any provisions of this article prescribing a fine, penalty or 
imprisonment, the term "person" includes the officers and directors of a 
corporation or other legal entity having officers and directors.
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(bb) "Pick-up point" means the point designated at each property where refuse, large 
items (bulky waste/white goods), yard waste and recyclables are to be placed for 
collection by the refuse contractor at the curb, edge of alley or as designated by 
the Director of Public Works of the City of York, Pennsylvania.  Each property 
is entitled to one designated pick-up point.

(cc) "Public place" means sidewalks, curbs, alleys, streets or any area in the public 
right of way.

(dd) "Refuse" means all regulated nonrecyclable municipal waste which is discarded 
as useless.

(ee) "Refuse container" means a metal or plastic container sold for the purpose of 
storing refuse that is thirty-two gallons or less and, when filled, weighs less than 
forty pounds.  Plastic bags up to thirty-two gallon capacity sold for the purpose 
of storing municipal waste may be substituted.  Containers must have a handle 
and a tight fitting lid.

(ff) "Residential customer unit" means a single-family dwelling or individual 
apartment or room where up to six ordinance units may be placed at the 
designated pick-up point for collection by the City’s contracted haruler.

(gg) "Solid waste" means garbage, refuse and other nonrecyclable discarded 
materials resulting from commercial, institutional, residential and community 
activities.

(hh) "Source separated" means to separate recyclable materials from the solid waste 
stream at the point of waste generation.

(ii) "Tires" means passenger vehicle tires from residential customer units.
(jj) "Trade waste" means waste building materials from construction, demolition, 

remodeling or repair of buildings by a private contractor; scrap or waste 
materials from manufacturing, animal slaughter, motor vehicle maintenance or 
repair and agriculture production.

Trade waste as described above shall not be included for 
collection.  Small quantities of wood, plaster or other material from small 
private home repairs are acceptable if they meet the ordinance unit requirement.
(Ord. 30-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)

951.04  PROHIBITED ACTS.
(a) For reasons of public health and sanitation, no person, owner, occupant or lessee 

shall:
(1) Place any municipal solid waste or other material subject to decay, 

anywhere in the City except in a suitable container;
(2) Permit to remain any municipal solid waste or other material subject to 

decay, anywhere in the City except in accordance with Section 951.05;
(3) Cause or permit to remain, on private property or the adjoining public 

places such as sidewalks, curbs or streets, the unauthorized accumulation 
of dust, litter, yard waste, refuse, recyclables or large items;

(4) Cause or permit to remain, any municipal solid waste on a street, alley or 
other public place, or upon any private property within the limits of the 
City, unless it complies with Section 951.05;

(5) Deposit municipal solid waste in any stream or other body of water;
(6) Deposit or permit to fall from their person or vehicle any municipal solid 

waste or litter on any public places, street or alley in the City.  This 
section shall not be construed to prohibit placing of refuse in a container 
complying with the provisions of this article preparatory to having such 
material collected and disposed of in the manner provided herein;
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(7) Discharge wastes or waste waters other than storm or groundwater onto 
public streets or alleys;

(8) Dispose of any municipal solid waste anywhere in the City except at a 
lawfully established solid waste disposal facility, in full compliance with 
all applicable Federal, State and local laws;

(9) Allow municipal solid waste that has been scattered or spilled from 
refuse containers, bags or bundles from a cause or causes other than 
negligence of the contractor on any premises, private property or 
adjoining public places, such as curbs, sidewalks, streets and alleys. 
Failure by the owner of such property to remove any municipal solid 
waste promptly shall be deemed a violation of same;

(10) Allow any unauthorized accumulation of municipal solid waste on any 
premises, private property or adjoining public places, such as curbs, 
sidewalks, streets and alleys.  Unauthorized accumulation is hereby 
declared to be a nuisance and is prohibited.  Failure by the owner of such 
property to remove any existing accumulation of municipal solid waste 
promptly shall be deemed a violation of same;

(11) Permit refuse containers to remain on sidewalk between scheduled 
collections and fail to remove such containers within twenty-four hours 
after collection; or

(12) Allow accumulated municipal solid waste and large items at the 
designated pick-up point for collection prior to 5:00 p.m. the day before 
collection is scheduled or placed later than 6:00 a.m. the day of 
collection.

(13) Dispose of quantities, in excess of the average household, of cooking oil 
or grease from commercial food preparations other than by private 
arrangements with a waste oil vendor.

(14) Use refuse containers in excess of 32 gallons or containers that are not 
specifically sold for the purpose of refuse storage.  Such containers may 
be removed and disposed of as illegally placed municipal solid waste and 
no refunds will be given.

(b) For reasons of efficient solid waste management, no person, corporation, City 
contractor or private refuse hauler shall:

(1) Bring municipal solid waste generated outside the City limits into the 
City for collection under any City contracts; or

(2) Mix municipal solid waste generated outside the City limits with any 
wastes collected under any City contracts. 
(Ord. 30-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)

951.05  STANDARDS FOR STORAGE.
All municipal solid waste storage shall conform to the following standards:
(a) The storage of all municipal solid waste shall be practiced so as to prevent the 

attraction, harborage or breeding of insects and rodents and to eliminate 
conditions harmful to public health or which create safety hazards, odors, 
unsightliness and public nuisances.  Specifically, wastes from game hunting and 
fishing and similar unsightly and malodorous wastes should be double-bagged 
and securely tied in trash bags that are sold for the purpose of municipal waste 
storage and the volume of each bag shall not exceed thirty-two gallons and the 
total weight shall not exceed forty pounds.

2008 Replacement



62E                                  Municipal Solid Waste Management Act                           951.06

(b) The property owner or occupant or lessee shall provide a sufficient number of 
containers to contain all waste materials generated during periods between 
regularly scheduled collection as may be necessary to meet the definition of 
"authorized placement of municipal solid waste".

(c) Refuse containers shall have the following characteristics:
(1) Sheet metal or plastic containers, specifically sold for the purpose of 

storing refuse;
(2) Is watertight;
(3) Has a tight-fitting lid;
(4) Has a handle;
(5) Has a capacity not exceeding thirty-two gallons; and
(6) When filled, weighs not more than forty pounds.

(d) Other storage requirements:
(1) Plastic bags sold as bags to be used for refuse may be used instead of the 

refuse containers described above, provided they do not exceed thirty-
two gallons, are securely tied and further meet the requirements of 
subsection (a) hereof;

(2) Paper bags, plastic grocery and department store bags, laundry baskets, 
milk crates, plastic or metal drums, cardboard boxes and any containers 
which are not specifically sold for the purpose of refuse storage and any 
trash can, toter or bag in excess of 32 gallons shall not be used;

(3) Any nonrecyclable municipal solid waste, when stored outside of refuse 
containers, shall be tied securely in bundles such that the longest 
dimension does not exceed three feet in length and a thickness of two 
feet; and

(4) Large items shall be stored so that the collection of water and harborage 
of rodents is prevented.  As a safety precaution, refrigerators which are 
placed for collection must first have the doors removed.

(e) Refuse containers shall be placed at pick-up points only after 5:00 p.m. of the 
evening preceding the days when collection is to be made, and after collection is 
made refuse containers shall be removed back into the building or property to 
which same belong within 24 hours.  It is hereby made the duty of each owner 
or occupant to replace promptly in such containers any contents of same as may 
have been spilled or scattered therefrom by any means or cause, other than the 
negligence of the refuse contractor.

(f) Large items shall not remain in public places unless arrangements have been 
made through the City and shall be placed at the designated pick-up point no 
earlier than 5:00 p.m. the evening preceding scheduled collection.  If scheduled 
items are not collected by the City’s contracted hauler on the scheduled date, the 
customer shall notify the City the next business day.
(Ord. 30-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)

951.06  RESPONSIBILITIES OF PROPERTY OWNERS.
(a) It shall be the responsibility of all property owners to maintain in a clean, 

sanitary condition the shared or public places of the dwelling, yard and sidewalk.

(b) All owners of commercial and residential rental units are responsible for posting 
refuse/recycling rules and information inside each apartment unit and in each common doorway, 
where possible.  Further, owners are required to inform tenants on collection requirements such 
as:  refuse collection days, recycling and yard waste collection days, time of placement, 
designated pick-up points and how to schedule collection of large items.  The City shall provide 
public information to landlords upon request for distribution to tenants.
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(c) Private alleys, as identified by County real estate records, property deeds or City 
records shall be maintained in a clean and sanitary condition, free of debris, trash, litter, weeds 
and other vegetative growth by adjoining property owners.  Each owner shall be responsible for 
their equal portion directly adjoining their property.

(d) The City reserves the right to bill property owners for any special collection and 
maintenance performed by the City.
(Ord. 30-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)

951.07  COLLECTION STANDARDS.
(a) All municipal solid waste shall be collected and transported so as to prevent 

health hazards, safety hazards and nuisances.

(b) Municipal solid waste shall be placed, except where prohibited herein, into one 
or more refuse containers or ordinance units, as applicable.  Such containers or ordinance units 
shall be placed at the designated pick-up point.

(c) Not more than the number of containers and/or ordinance units permitted for the 
classification of each particular property shall be placed for any single collection.

Residential or commercial property owners or their tenants shall not place more than six 
refuse containers or ordinance units out for collection per customer unit assigned a property. 
Placement of more than permitted number of refuse containers or units may result in no 
collection being made.  The City reserves the right to assign higher classifications to each 
property that exceeds their limits.

Single family residences shall be assigned one customer unit.  Additional units may be 
assigned at the request of the customer or as designated by the City.

Multi-family residences shall be assigned one customer unit per dwelling unit. 
Additional units may be assigned at the request of the customer or as designated by the City.

 Commercial users shall be assigned customer units based on the number of refuse 
containers or units required for collection.  The number of units may be assigned at the request of 
the customer or as designated by the City.

Maximum Ordinance
Property Units Per Collection

Residential (including single-family
dwellings and rental apartments):
1 unit 6
2 units 12
3 units 18
(X) units 6 x (X)

Commercial:
Commercial #1 6
Commercial #2 12
Commercial #3 18
Commercial #(X) 6 x (X)
Special Container(s) According to 

arrangements made 
with the City.
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(d) Collection of municipal solid waste from residential properties may be made 
between 6:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m., with the following exceptions when no collections will be 
made:  Sundays, New Years Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving 
Day and Christmas Day.

In situations where the day of collection requires a change due to celebration of 
holidays, special events, acts of God, etc., the collections shall be made from the affected 
customer units according to the schedule outlined in the current refuse contracts.

(e) Collection and transportation equipment shall be designed and constructed so as 
to be leak-proof, easily loaded, readily emptied and easily cleanable.  The waste shall be suitably 
enclosed or covered so as to prevent littering, attraction of insects or rodents, or creation of other 
nuisances.
(Ord. 30-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)

951.08  LARGE ITEM COLLECTION.
(a) Items to be collected under this section include, but are not limited to: 

refrigerators, stoves, dishwashers, hot water heaters, washing machines, dryers, freezers, 
televisions, chairs, rolled carpet, desks, bureaus, tables, mattresses, boxsprings, bedframes, sofas, 
bundled wood, passenger automobile tires (on the rim), push lawn mowers, bath tubs, toilets, 
sinks, windows, window screens, doors and similar household items.  Construction, remodeling 
and demolition refuse from commercial home repair is excluded from City collection. 
Construction, remodeling and demolition refuse from customer units is excluded when the 
amount exceeds five ordinance units.

(b) The allowable large items scheduled from private residents and property owners 
are equal to a maximum of five items per dwelling unit, for each week scheduled.  The City shall 
schedule large item requests from residents at the City Offices.
(Ord. 30-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)

951.09  TRADE WASTES.
The refuse contractor shall not be required to pick up trade waste as defined herein. 

Persons who generate such trade wastes shall remove or have same removed at their own 
expense.
(Ord. 30-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)

951.10  DISPOSAL OF REFUSE.
(a) The disposal site for municipal solid waste as defined in Pennsylvania Act 101, 

the Municipal Solid Waste Planning, Recycling and Waste Reduction Act shall be the facility 
operated by the York County Solid Waste Refuse Authority.  The Director of Public Works may 
direct that another permitted site(s) be used.

(b) No person shall dispose of municipal solid waste except in an approved standard 
method and at all times shall be satisfactory to the Director and in conformance with the 
requirements of any local agencies having jurisdiction as well as the Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection.

(c) No person shall use their land or the land of any other person in the City as a 
municipal solid waste processing or disposal area or burn solid wastes except in a manner or 
under conditions prescribed and permitted by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 
Protection.
(Ord. 30-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)
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951.11    ANNUAL REPORTING.
Any hauler who collects municipal solid waste and recyclable materials from within the 

City shall be required to complete an Annual Commercial Recycling Report and to submit it 
along with a complete customer list of all privately contracted dumpster and tote cart locations in 
the City.  This list shall include customer name, address and the type and level of service.
(Ord. 30-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)

951.12  ANNUAL COLLECTION FEE SCHEDULE.
All persons owning property located within the City shall pay the following fees, based 

on the category under which such property is classified, which fees are to be computed for each 
unit as exists for each property.  Costs are assessed to cover services including but not limited to 
administration, enforcement, curbside and dumpster collection, disposal fees, street sweeping, 
illegal dumping, yard waste collection, recycling, litter control and other sanitation costs.

Classification Fee Per Year Fee Per Month
Minimum (per unit) $90.00 $ 7.50
Residential #1 276.00 (Base Rate) 23.00
Commercial #1 552.00 (Base Rate) 46.00

Residential #(X) (X) x $276.00 (Base Rate) = Annual Rate
Commercial #(X) (X) x $552.00 (Base Rate) = Annual Rate
Special Container As set by the Public Works Director

City Council may, by resolution, change the collection fee schedule.
(Ord.  30-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)

951.13  TIME OF PAYMENT; PENALTY FOR LATE PAYMENT.
(a) The annual refuse collection service fee shall be billed monthly to coincide with 

the billing of metered sanitary sewer accounts.

(b) A penalty of one and one-half percent (1.5%) per month shall be added to each 
bill for each month during which a bill remains unpaid after thirty days from the billing date.  In 
addition all costs associated with the collection of delinquent accounts, including costs assessed 
by a collection agency for services rendered, shall be added to the account.

(c) It is the obligation of all persons owning property within the City to answer 
inquiries by the City as to their address, owner of property and its classification under this article, 
or to notify the City of such information so they may be billed according to this article.  All 
persons owning property being subject to the refuse collection service fee, who do not supply the 
City with correct information for billing purposes shall upon discovery, be billed the correct 
annual fee and penalty from the date of the enactment of this section.
(Ord. 30-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)
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951.14  DELINQUENT COLLECTION FEES AND LIENS.
All refuse collection service fees, together with all penalties thereon not paid on or before 

the end of six months from the beginning of each billing period shall be deemed to be delinquent 
for the purpose of this article.  All delinquent refuse collection service fees and penalties thereon 
shall be a lien on the property served and shall be entered as a lien against such property in the 
Office of the Prothonotary of York County and shall be collected in the manner provided by law 
for the filing and collection of municipal claims.
(Ord. 30-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)

951.15  ADJUSTMENTS AND CREDITS FOR CHANGE OF REFUSE
   CLASSIFICATION.

A classification form is available upon request from the City.  No change of classification 
of a property shall be made until a classification form, properly filled out by the customer, is 
submitted and verified by the City.  No credits or refunds shall be given as the result of 
reclassification of a property.  It is the responsibility of the customer unit to notify the City of 
any changes in the classification.  The City reserves the right to change the classification based 
on actual inspection of the property.
(Ord. 30-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)

951.16  MINIMUM CHARGES AND VACANCY CREDITS.
(a) There shall be a minimum fee as set by City Council for vacant properties that are 

connected to the sewer system, and for properties that have elected to opt out of the City 
collection contract.  The minimum fee shall be charged on a per unit basis up to a maximum of 
fifty (50) units.  Disconnection to the sewer system shall be made in compliance with the 
Plumbing Requirements of the Codified Ordinances of the City.  A property shall be considered 
vacant when the water usage for the unit is 400 gallons or less for that month.  Any due credit as 
verified by the City shall be issued to the owners account or a refund may be made if the amount 
exceeds fifty dollars ($50.00).

(b) Refunds or credits shall not be made for any period more than two years prior to 
the date of the request.  The minimum charges and vacancy credits shall become effective July 1, 
1992.

(c) Any residential apartment complex, with 50 or more housing units, or commercial 
establishment that opts out shall be responsible for payment of the minimum fee X the number of 
units per month up to a maximum charge of fifty (50) units.  Additionally, these properties are 
required to separate yard waste from the regular trash in accordance with this article and to 
separate all designated recyclables from the regular trash in accordance with this
article and Act 101.

(d) Property owners who opt out and secure a private contractor are responsible to 
provide proper collection and disposal for all normal wastes which are generated by their tenants 
(trash, recyclables, yard waste and normal household furniture and appliances) in accordance 
with City ordinances, Article 951 and Article 952.  Said properties will be required to furnish to 
the City adequate proof of a current licensed private contract and to report the tonnages for trash, 
recycling and yard waste on an annual basis.  All opt out properties are subject to inspection by 
the City to ensure that proper collection and disposal arrangements are in place.  Opt out 
properties shall be required to pay the minimum fee per housing or commercial unit, up to a 
maximum of 50 units,  and are not eligible to receive any curbside collections which are 
provided under the City’s refuse contracts.
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(e) Residential properties with less than 50 housing units are not eligible to opt out 
and must use the City’s contracted collection services.

(f) The City reserves the right to deny “opt out” or “exempt” status to any property if 
deemed in the best interest of the City at the City’s sole discretion.
(Ord. 30-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)

951.99  PENALTY.
(a) Any person, firm, corporation or association who violates or fails to comply with 

any provision of this article shall, upon conviction thereof, be fined not more than six hundred 
dollars ($600.00), and costs of prosecution, and in default of payment thereof, shall be 
imprisoned for not more than ninety days.

(b) The fact that refuse, large items or trade wastes remain on any owners premises in 
the City in violation of this article, shall be prima-facie evidence that the owner of such premises 
is responsible for the violation occurring.
(Ord. 30-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)
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ARTICLE 952
Waste Minimization and Recycling

952.01 Purpose and goals. 952.12 Prohibited acts.
952.02 Responsible agent. 952.13 Noncollection of solid 
952.03 Definitions. waste contaminated by
952.04 Establishment of curbside designated recyclables.

program. 952.14 Noncollection of designated
952.05 Collection standards. recyclables contaminated
952.06 Responsibilities of by solid waste.

property owners. 952.15 Buy recycled.
952.07 Responsibilities of 952.16 Other means of disposal.

community event organizers. 952.17 Noninterference with
952.08 Source separation and existing contracts.

preparation for collection. 952.18 Additional reporting
952.09 Establishment of leaf and requirements.

yard waste facility. 952.99 Penalty.
952.10 Mandatory source separation

of yard waste.
952.11 Mandatory commercial and

institutional source
separation program.

CROSS REFERENCES
Municipal Waste Planning, Recycling and Waste Reduction -

see 53 P.S. Sec. 4000.101 et seq.
Municipal Solid Waste Management Act - see S.U. & P.S. Art. 951

952.01  PURPOSE AND GOALS.
The City finds that the reduction of the amount of municipal solid waste and conservation 

of recyclable materials is an important public concern and is necessary to implement the 
requirements of Pennsylvania Act 101, The Municipal Waste Planning, Recycling and Waste 
Reduction Act of 1988 and the County Plan.  The separation and collection of used designated 
recyclable materials from the residential, commercial and institutional establishments in this City 
shall minimize the adverse environmental effects of landfilling by reducing the need for landfills 
and conserving existing landfill capacity, facilitate the implementation and operation of other 
forms of resource recovery called for by the County 
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Plan and conserve natural resources.  The promotion and use of recyclable material, goods 
produced from recycled materials, and goods which facilitate recycling shall further serve the 
same purposes by encouraging and facilitating recycling.  The City shall endeavor to recycle the 
State mandated goal of twenty-five percent (25%) of municipal solid waste by January 1, 1997. 
Beginning with the effective date of this Act, the City shall begin to reduce the weight or volume 
per capita of municipal solid waste by January 1, 1997, in accordance with the provisions of Act 
101.
(Ord. 31-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)

952.02  RESPONSIBLE AGENT.
(a) The Public Works Director shall be responsible for all aspects of the recycling 

program in the City.

(b) The Director shall be responsible for the preparation of all necessary plans for 
recyclable materials and the coordination of those plans with local, State and Federal agencies. 
The Director shall prepare, in consultation with the City Solicitor and other City offices, the 
instructions to bidders, specifications and other contract documents necessary to enter into 
contracts with the refuse/recycling contractor.

(c) The Director shall have the power and duty to:
(1) Provide a public recyclable collection, storage, transportation and 

marketing service and/or approve and regulate the establishment, 
maintenance and operation of private recyclable material collection, 
storage, transportation and disposal services and sites;

(2) Adopt, issue and enforce such rules and standards as are necessary to 
implement and carry out the intent of this article;

(3) Issue warning notices and initiate proceedings against violators of this 
article;

(4) Investigate all complaints made by either customers or the refuse 
contractor;

(5) Inspect all aspects of recyclable collection, storage and disposal, 
including but not limited to equipment, containers, facilities, books and 
records; and

(6) Designate an agent(s) to enforce this article.
(Ord. 31-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)

952.03  DEFINITIONS.
The following words, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to 

them in this section except in those instances where the context clearly indicates otherwise.
(a) "Act 101" means the Pennsylvania Municipal Waste Planning, Recycling and 

Waste Reduction Act.
(b) "Aluminum can" means containers which are comprised "entirely" of aluminum 

and which formerly contained only edible substances.
(c) "Authority" means the York County Solid Waste and Refuse Authority.
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(d) "Cans" means containers comprised of aluminum, tin, steel or a combination 
thereof, which formerly contained only edible substances or such other 
substances as have been approved for recycling by the City.  Includes, but not 
limited to:  cans formerly containing such substances as vegetables, meats, 
fruits, juices or other similar food storage containers constructed of materials 
listed above.  Does not include:  hazardous cleaning substances, insecticide 
containers, automotive supply cans (such as transmission fluids, motor oils, 
etc.), and other similar containers.

(e) "Cardboard" means all corrugated cardboard normally used for packing, 
mailing, shipping or containerizing goods, merchandise or other material, but 
excluding plastic, foam, wax coated cardboard, soiled cardboard, pizza boxes 
and chip board.

(f) "City" means the City of York, Pennsylvania.
(g) "Commingled" means source separated, nonputrescible recyclable materials that 

have been mixed at the source of generation (that is placed in the same 
container).

(h) "Contractor, refuse or recycling contractor" means such contractor as may be 
engaged by the City to collect, transport, market recyclables and dispose of all 
types of large items or bulky waste or appliances and refuse, defined under the 
terms of the contract.

(i) "County" means the County of York, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
(j) "County plan" means the solid waste management plan for York County as 

approved by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection and the 
City of York.

(k) "Curbside magazines" means all post consumer magazines, office paper, 
computer paper, junk mail (coupons, sweepstake entries, including envelopes). 
The following are specifically excluded from the definition of curbside 
magazines (hereafter referred to as excluded material):  newspapers, cardboard, 
cereal boxes, paper back books (pocket books), and carbon paper.

(l) "Designated pick-up point" means the point designated at each property where 
refuse, large items (bulky waste/white goods), yard waste and recyclables are to 
be placed for collection by the refuse contractor at the curb, edge of alley or as 
designated by the Public Works Director.

(m) "Designated recyclable materials" means those recyclable materials to be source 
separated in this City.  The term may include, but may not be limited to, glass, 
cans, plastic containers, newsprint, high grade office paper, mixed office paper, 
curbside magazines, corrugated cardboard, yard waste or other materials.

(n) "Director" means the Public Works Director of the City of York, Pennsylvania.
(o) "Disposition" or "disposition of designated recyclable materials" means the 

transportation, placement or arrangement of designated recyclable materials for 
all possible end uses except disposal as solid waste.
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(p) "Glass" means all clear, green and brown colored glass food and/or beverage 
containers.  Glass shall not include crystal, ceramics, lightbulbs and plate, 
window, laminated, wired or mirrored glass.

(q) "Hazardous waste" means any waste which by virtue of its quantity or content 
presents a hazard to the individuals handling it, a hazard to public health, or 
potential pollution to the air or waters of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania or 
makes land unfit or undesirable for normal use; this includes, but is not limited 
to chemicals, explosives, pathological wastes, radioactive materials, and any 
materials defined hazardous wastes by Federal or State law or regulation.

(r) "High-grade office paper" includes paper items generated by offices and/or 
commercial entities.  This may include white computer paper, white copier 
paper, white typing paper, white letterhead paper, white note pad paper and 
other similar office paper.

(s) “Leaf and yard waste facility” means an area designated by the City where 
leaves, tree trimmings, brush, and garden residue are processed.  This area may 
also be used as a public drop-off point, during the posted hours of operation only 
for yard waste as designated by the Public Works Director.

(t) "Municipal solid waste" means, as defined in Act 101 any garbage, refuse, 
industrial lunchroom or office waste and other material, including solid, liquid, 
semisolid or contained gaseous material, resulting from operation of residential, 
municipal, commercial or institutional establishments and from community 
activities and any sludge not meeting the definition of residual or hazardous 
waste in Act 97 from a municipal, commercial or plant or air pollution control 
facility.  The term does not include source-separated recyclable materials.

(u) "Municipality" means the City of York located within the County of York, 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

(v) "Owner" means any person, agent, operator, firm or corporation having a legal 
or equitable interest in the property; or recorded in the official records of the 
State, County or Municipality as holding title to the property; or otherwise 
having control of the property, including the guardian of the estate of any such 
person, and the executor or administrator of the estate of such person if ordered 
to take possession of real property by a court.

(w) "Person" means any individual, firm, partnership, corporation, association, 
cooperative enterprise, trust, municipal authority, Federal institution or agency, 
State institution or agency, municipality, public and private schools and 
educational facilities, other governmental agency or any other entity or any 
group of such persons which is recognized by law as the subject of rights and 
duties.  In any provisions of this article prescribing a fine, penalty or 
imprisonment, the term "person" shall include the officers and directors of a 
corporation or other legal entity having officers and directors.
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(x) "Plastics" includes plastic #1 (PET, Polyethylene Terephthalate) and #2 (HDPE, 
High-Density Polyethylene).

(y) "Recyclable material" means a material which would otherwise become 
municipal solid waste, which can be collected, separated or processed, and 
returned to beneficial use in the form of raw materials or products.

(z) "Recycling" means any process by which materials, which would otherwise 
become municipal solid waste, can be collected, separated or processed, and 
returned to beneficial use in the form of raw materials or products.

(aa) "Recycling container" means the container used for the express purpose of 
storing recyclables for collection by the City's contractor.

(bb) "Refuse" means all regulated nonrecyclable municipal waste which is discarded 
as useless.

(cc) "Resident" means any person residing within the City on a temporary or 
permanent basis.

(dd) "Solid waste" means garbage, refuse and other nonrecyclable discarded 
materials resulting from commercial, institutional, residential and community 
activities.

(ee) "Source separated" means to separate recyclable materials from the solid waste 
stream at the point of waste generation.

(ff) "Yard waste" includes leaves, tree trimmings, brush and garden residue that 
meet the City’s collection requirements.  Grass clippings are specifically 
excluded from the definition of yard waste and grass shall either remain on 
lawns or be properly prepared and placed for disposal as regular refuse.  (Sec. 
952.08)
(Ord. 31-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)

952.04  ESTABLISHMENT OF CURBSIDE PROGRAM.
The Public Works Director shall designate a schedule and plan for curbside collection of 

recyclable materials for compliance with Act 101 by the deadline set by the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, September 26, 1990.
(Ord. 31-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)

952.05  COLLECTION STANDARDS.
(a) Collections of recyclable materials pursuant to this section shall be made in 

accordance with schedule set by the Public Works Director or as designated in the contract.

(b) All residents of the Municipality within the area served by the curbside program 
established pursuant to this section shall source separate all designated recyclables and place 
them at designated pick-up points in the manner described in Section 952.06 and on the day and 
time specified for collection by the schedule published by the City.

(c) The schedule which shall proceed upon public notice by the Director shall direct 
recyclables to be collected on the first day of the two regularly scheduled weekly pick-ups.  For 
example, those residents who normally place solid waste for collection on Mondays and 
Thursdays shall also place yard waste (March 1 - December 15) and recyclables for collection on 
Mondays.  Residents with regular refuse collection scheduled for Tuesdays and Fridays, shall 
also place yard waste (March 1 - December 15) and recyclables for collection on Tuesdays.
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(d) All commercial and institutional establishments that currently utilize the existing 
curbside refuse collection program are required to separate all designated recyclables.  Those 
commercial establishments who contract privately and individually for recycling/refuse 
collection are required to recycle materials as designated by this article.  All commercial or 
institutional establishments are required to provide written documentation as to the type and 
weight of materials recycled annually.  Reports are due to the City in a form required by the City 
no later than January 15 of each year.

(e) All designated recyclable materials shall be separated from municipal solid waste 
generated at apartment and condominium buildings.
(Ord. 31-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)

952.06  RESPONSIBILITIES OF PROPERTY OWNERS.
(a) Apartment and Condominium Buildings.

(1) Property owners shall arrange with the City for collection of recyclables 
from their properties.

(2) All property owners of residential rental units are responsible for posting 
refuse/recycling rules and information inside each apartment unit and in 
each common doorway, where possible.  Further, owners are required to 
inform tenants of collection requirements such as:  collection days, time 
of placement and designated pick-up points.  The City shall provide 
public information to landlords upon request for distribution to tenants.

(3) Property owners shall inform residents and employees about the 
materials to be recycled, how to prepare materials and how to use 
collection in writing at least once per year.

(4) At this time, property owners, landlords and managers who comply with 
these requirements are not liable for nonparticipation of tenants.

(b) Commercial and Institutional Properties.
(1) Property owners or their tenants shall arrange recycling collection.
(2) All property owners of commercial and institutional properties are 

responsible for distributing refuse/recycling rules and information as 
provided by the City to tenants.  Owners who make arrangements for 
their tenants are required to inform tenants of collection requirements 
such as:  collection days, time of placement and designated pick-up 
points.  The City shall provide public information to landlords upon 
request for distribution to tenants.
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(3) Property owners shall inform tenants and employees about the materials 
to be recycled, how to prepare materials and how to use collection in 
writing at least once per year.

(4) At this time, property owners, landlords and managers who comply with 
these requirements are not liable for nonparticipation of tenants.
(Ord. 31-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)

952.07  RESPONSIBILITIES OF COMMUNITY EVENT ORGANIZERS.
(a) Organizers of community events held in the City, which include but are not 

limited to, fairs, bazaars, socials, picnics, parades and organized sporting events shall provide 
recycling opportunities to participants.  Organizers shall follow the Act 101 Requirements for 
Recycling at Community Activities, and the York City Requirements for Recycling at 
Community Events.

(b) For reporting purposes, organizers shall report amount and types of recyclables 
to the City on a required form within thirty days following the event.
(Ord. 31-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)

952.08  SOURCE SEPARATION AND PREPARATION FOR COLLECTION.
All recyclables placed at the curbside by residents for collection pursuant to the 

curbside program established pursuant to Section 952.04 shall be prepared for collection in 
accordance with the following:

(a) All newsprint shall be placed in brown paper grocery bags or tied in bundles not 
exceeding forty pounds in weight nor exceeding one foot in thickness each.

(b) Cardboard shall be flattened and tied in bundles not exceeding forty pounds in 
weight with dimensions not exceeding three feet by one foot by three feet. 
Cardboard bundles shall be placed at the designated pick-up point.

(c) Glass, cans and plastic containers shall have caps and lids removed, shall be 
rinsed free of contaminants, and shall be placed commingled in a recycling 
container.  Only recycling containers designated by the City shall be utilized for 
recyclable material collection.

(d) Curbside magazines shall be placed in brown paper grocery bags, securely 
fastened or tied in bundles not exceeding one foot in thickness each.

(e) Yard waste collected curbside shall meet the following regulations:
(1) All bundles of brush shall be less than 3 feet in length, 3 feet in diameter 

and weigh no more than forty pounds each.  All stems and branches shall 
be less than 4 inches in diameter.  All stems and branches in excess of 4 
inches in diameter are excluded from the City’s yard waste program and 
must be handled privately.

(2) Yard waste shall either be bundled or placed in a biodegradeable paper 
yard waste/leaf bag or in an authorized yellow yard waste container as 
designated by the Public Works Director for collection by the City’s 
collection contractor.  There is no limit on the quantity of bags or 
bundles, however, each bag or can shall not exceed forty pounds and 
each bundle shall not exceed forty pounds.
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(f) No material shall be placed at the designated pick-up point earlier than 5:00 p.m. 
the evening of the day preceding a scheduled collection day.  Material shall be 
placed at the designated pick-up point by 6:00 a.m. on the scheduled collection 
day.  Bundled cardboard, bundled or bagged newsprint, bundled or bagged 
curbside magazines, the commingled recyclables container and bundled or bagged 
yard waste (March 1 - December 15) shall be placed at the curbside for collection 
adjacent to one another and clearly separated from containers of solid waste. 
(Ord. 31-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)

952.09  ESTABLISHMENT OF LEAF AND YARD WASTE FACILITY.
There is hereby established a facility, the "Leaf and Yard Waste Recycling Facility", for 

the processing and storage of leaves and yard waste including tree trimmings, brush and garden 
residue.
(Ord. 31-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)

952.10  MANDATORY SOURCE SEPARATION OF YARD WASTE.
(a) No person shall place yard waste, at the designated pick-up point for collection as 

solid waste by the contractor.

(b) All persons who gather yard waste and who are served by the municipal program 
for separate collection of yard waste shall source separate all yard waste and place for collection 
at the times and in the manner heretofore or hereafter prescribed by the Public Works Director.

(c) A leaf and yard waste composting facility has been established in Section 952.09. 
This area may also be used as a public drop-off point for yard waste during the posted hours of 
operation only as designated by the Public Works Director.

(d) Nothing herein shall require any person to gather yard waste or prevent any 
person from utilizing yard waste for compost, mulch or other agricultural, horticultural, 
silvicultural, gardening or landscaping purposes, provided it is maintained in a safe and sanitary 
manner, as deemed appropriate by the City.

(e) Failure to properly maintain a backyard compost pile in a safe and sanitary 
manner as determined by the City is deemed a nuisance.
(Ord. 31-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)

952.11  MANDATORY COMMERCIAL AND INSTITUTIONAL SOURCE
   SEPARATION PROGRAM.

(a) All persons within the City who are not residents and who are not served by the 
curbside program established pursuant to Section 952.04 shall source separate and arrange for 
the collection for recycling of all designated recyclables.

(b) Designated Recyclables.  Designated recyclables for the mandatory commercial 
and institutional source separation program may include, but are not limited to, the following 
materials:

2008 Replacement



71                                        Waste Minimization and Recycling                           952.12

(1) High grade office paper, which shall include paper items generated by 
offices and/or commercial entities;

(2) Corrugated cardboard;
(3) Glass, cans and plastics;
(4) Yard waste; and
(5) Other recyclable materials as designated by the Public Works Director at 

all times thirty days after such designation and publication of notice.

(c) Responsibility.  The arrangement for collection of designated recyclables for 
disposition hereunder shall be the responsibility of the person who generates the recyclables 
("generator") or the person contractually obligated to the generator to arrange for collection and 
disposal of its solid waste.  Such arrangements may include, without limitation, direct marketing 
of recyclables, delivery to a drop-off, contracts with solid waste collection/haulers for separate 
collection of any or all designated recyclables, contracts with other persons for separate 
collections of any or all designated recyclables, or direct delivery to the designated site(s) or 
participation in the City's designated program.

(d) Reporting Requirements.  For the purpose of reporting as required by the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, all commercial or institutional establishments shall report 
amounts and types of recyclables to the City on a form required by the City for such purposes, 
annually, or as often as deemed necessary by the City.  Reports for the preceding year shall be 
due to the City by January 15 each year.  Failure to complete the form may result in an 
inspection of the commercial/institutional property and other penalties as described in Section 
952.99.
(Ord. 31-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)

952.12  PROHIBITED ACTS.
(a) It shall be unlawful for any persons, owners, tenants and lessees:

(1) To collect any designated recyclable material which has been placed at 
the pick-up point for collection or within a recycling drop-off pursuant to 
this article other than the designated contractor;

(2) To violate or to cause or to assist in the violation of any provision of this 
article or any provision of the Pennsylvania Act 101 concerning 
recycling;

(3) To place or to cause to be placed any material other than a designated 
recyclable in a designated recycling container or in or near a recycling 
drop-off;

(4) To hinder, obstruct, prevent or interfere with the City or their personnel 
or designated contractor in the performance of any duty under this article 
or in the enforcement of this article;

(5) To allow recyclable materials that have been scattered or spilled from 
containers or bundles by other than negligence of the recycling 
contractor to remain in the right of way;

(6) To cause or to assist in the unauthorized use of containers;
(7) To cause or allow any unauthorized accumulation of municipal solid 

waste or other nonrecyclable material within the recycling container 
which is hereby declared to be a nuisance and is prohibited.  Failure of 
the property owner, tenant or lessee to remove the existing accumulation 
within five days shall be deemed in violation of same;
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(b) Any unsanitary or unsafe backyard compost pile as determined by the City shall 
constitute a public nuisance.

(c) All unlawful conduct set forth in this article shall constitute a public nuisance.
(Ord. 31-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)

952.13  NONCOLLECTION OF SOLID WASTE CONTAMINATED BY
   DESIGNATED RECYCLABLES.

The City, or at the direction of the City, the designated contractor collecting solid waste 
generated within the City may refuse to collect solid waste from any person who has clearly 
failed to source separate recyclables from solid waste designated under any applicable section of 
this article.
(Ord. 31-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)

952.14  NONCOLLECTION OF DESIGNATED RECYCLABLES 
   CONTAMINATED BY SOLID WASTE.

The City, or at the direction of the City, the designated contractor collecting recyclables 
generated within the City may refuse to collect designated recyclables from any person who has 
clearly failed to source separate designated recyclables from solid waste as designated under an 
applicable section of this article.  The City, or at the discretion of the City, the designated 
contractor collecting recyclables generated within the City, shall remove contaminated, misused 
or misplaced recycling containers as needed.
(Ord. 31-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)

952.15  BUY RECYCLED.
The City established a Recycled Product Procurement Policy, Article 138, to develop a 

market for products that incorporate postconsumer materials in their manufacturing, are reusable, 
or are designed to be recycled, to the greatest extent feasible.  Businesses and institutions shall 
consider and purchase products that are made from recycled materials and that can be recycled to 
the greatest extent possible.
(Ord. 31-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)

952.16  OTHER MEANS OF DISPOSAL.
Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, any resident of the City may donate or 

sell any recyclable to any other person, whether operating for a profit or not for profit, provided, 
however, that the person receiving the recyclables shall not under any circumstances collect 
recyclable material from any designated collection point without prior written permission from 
the City for such collection.
(Ord. 31-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)

952.17  NONINTERFERENCE WITH EXISTING CONTRACTS.
(a) Nothing contained in this article shall be construed to interfere with or in any way 

modify the provisions of any existing contract which is consistent with the laws of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and in force in the City on the effective date of this section.
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(b) No renewal of an existing contract upon the expiration of the original term thereof 
and no new contract for the collection, transportation, processing or purchase of solid waste or 
recyclables shall be entered into after the effective date of this section, unless such renewal or 
such contract shall conform to the requirements of this article.
(Ord. 31-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)

952.18  ADDITIONAL REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.
(a) All contractors providing recycling services to customers in the City are required 

to conform to all provisions in Act 101, the County Plan and this article, including, but not 
limited to, keeping accurate weight receipts for all designated recyclable materials and municipal 
solid waste collected from within City limits.  These totals shall be provided to customers and 
the City annually or as often as deemed necessary by the City.  These contractors shall make 
available for inspection any records/weight receipts pertaining to customers in the City.

(b) Commercial customers and institutions shall allow the City to use the information 
collected from their recycling efforts for the purpose of grant applications to the State.
(Ord. 31-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)

952.99  PENALTY.
Any persons, firms, corporations or associations who violate or fail to comply with any 

provision of this article, shall, upon conviction thereof, be fined not less than twenty-five dollars 
($25.00) and not more than six hundred dollars ($600.00) and costs of prosecution, and in default 
of payment thereof, shall be imprisoned for not more than ninety days.  Each continuing day of 
violation of this article shall constitute a separate offense.
(Ord. 31-2007.  Passed 9-18-07.)


