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Pr.lbl ic Comment
York  Ci ty  Counc i l ,  3 ,T  May a0t6

When I reported to you on 19 April on the Menoraadum of District
Attorney deternining the shooting death of De'quan Wil l iarns
to  be  jus t i f iab le  hon ic ide ,  t  sa id  there  were  par ts  o f  the  Meno
I wished to re-read and further consider. I  said that although
Mr. Kearney considered the matter closed, for those of us who care
about pol ice conduct and about how we treat the mental ly i1l ,
the case cannot be considered closed. My concerns afe:
in the Statcntent 5f Facts, paragraphs 3 ind 4 (p.3) describe
the incident in detai l ,  including sone det.ai ls that would seem
to have been known only by the off icers. tsut the off icers
dec l ined v r i th  the  Sta te  Po l ice  fo r  th is  inves t iga t ion .  What ,  then,
was the source of that detai led information. Second, tbe knife
the deceased was said to be carrying and to have thrown at one of
the pol ice off icers is <lescribed in two places (both p. 5) f i rst
as a si lver ki tchen knife with a black handle't  and as a "J.A.
HenckeLs fnternational Ever Sharp stainless knife with black
handlerr. These descriot ions could refer to a t,utclrer knife or a
paring knife or anythi irg in between. Since this knife was the
only rdeapon the deceased is reported to have had, and since his
t lrowing i t  was tt the deadly f ,etcb,,. .used-by clgcedenti .againstl : the,
off icbrsrl  (p.27), the size of the knife would seem to have relevance.
The Autopsy Report (p. 2A-27) includes no mention of the height or
weight of the decedent. Since the decedent rr inmediately charged
the second of,f icertt  (after throwing the knife at the f irst) and
that charging at close range was the just i f icat ion for the shooting
(p.27>, the decedentts size would seem to be relevaat. Fourth,
the Memorandun states (at p.26): ,rHere, as in al l  cases of a pol ice
involved shooting, and internal affairs investigations was conducted
by the York City Pol i .ce Departnent and a statenent was mandated to
determine whether  the  depar tment ts  p ro toco l  on  use  o f  fo rce  or
other departnent regula.t ions were fol lowed.rt

I  swear, thete are places I would much rather be than here, or at
a  d i f fe ren t  t ime than now,  o r  speak ing  on  a  fa r  d i f fe ren t  na t te r .
I  much prefer the t ines I can say that the nore f f ind out about
the  na t te r  r  the  be t te r  I  fee l - -  no t  the  oppos i te ,  as  in  th is .
The applicable 1aw nay give the off icers refuge in their si lence,
but I  cannot f ind refuge from the truth that De'quan ufi l l ians was
apparentl,y unarnned when he was killed. And we need to know why
that uras unavoidable. Our city leaders cannot seek refuge in
the i r  s i lence.
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