
Ear l i e r  t oday  I  read  the  i ) i s t r i c t  A t to rney rs  i r {emorandum
of  March  16  de te rm in ing  the  dea th  o f  Derguan  l - ynn  Wi l l i ams
las t  Oc tobe r  L7  a  j us t i f i ab l e  hom ic i de  by  Yo rk  C i t y  Po l i ce .
I  approached the 27-page document  w i th  no hope or  expecta t ion
o f  condemn ing  o r  conc lon ing  i t s  conc lus ions ,  ?s  I  hope  the
D is t r i c t  A t t o rney  app roached  h i s  r espons ib j  l i t y  i n  t he  ma t te r .
A l t hough  I  wan t  t o  r e - reac i  and  f r r r t he r  cons ide r  pa r t s  o f  i t ,
I  wan t  t o  sha re  some  ten ta t i ve  conc lus i ons  w i t h  you .

F i r s t  ,  i t  appeared  as  tho r rgh  the  i nves t  i  ga t i on  by  the
Pennsy l van ia  S ta te  Po l i ce  was  tho rough  and  exhaus t i ve - -
as we would trave wanted and expect ed .

Second ,  and  t o  t he  D i s t r  i c t  A t t o rney ' s  c rec l i t  ,  t he  repo r t
d i d  no t  a t t emp t  t o  exone ra te  t o  po l i ce  o f f i ce r s  by  conv i c t i ng
the  v i c t im - -  l nen t i on ing  on l y  i n  b r i e f  pass ing  Mr .  W i l l i ams '
past  invo lvements  wi th  law enforcer , rent  and menta l  hea l th
t r ea tmen t .

I t  appeared  to  me .  t ha t  t he  S ta temen t  o f  Law a t tempted  to
f  a . i r l y  ba lance  the  r i gh ts  o f  a l l .  Bu t  d id  you  know tha t
t he  use  o f  f o r ce - -  i n l l uO ing ,  I  p resume ,  dead l y  f o r ce  i f
need€c l - -  t o  p reven t  su i c ide?  I f  yo tJ  unders t  and  t t ra t  ,  you  r  re
smar te r  t han  I  am- -  o r  no t  r ea l l y  l i s t en ing .

I t  wa . s  shown  tha t  t he  o f f i ce r s  we re  w i t h i n  t he i r  r i gh t s  i n
no t  nak ing  s ta ten ren t s  t b  Tn te rna l  A f f a i r s  o r  t he  S ta te  Po l i ce ,
a l t hough  f na t  r a i ses  two  conce rns .  Any  exe rc i se  o f  F i f t h
Amendmen t  r i g t r t s  a lways  tends  to  a rouse  susp ic ion .  And  how
wi l l  t i r e  e f fec t  o f  t t r e  co r rsc ien t i ou .s  use  o f  t t r e  boc l ycans
on  t t r i s  r i gh t  be  hand led?

The  D is t r i c t  A t to rney  endec l  t he  h ' l emorandum say ing ,  r r t he

ma t te r  i s  now  c l osed r ' .  Bu t  I  say  t he  d i scuss ion  shou ld
now be  opened :  i s  t h i s  t he  bes t  way  we  can  hanc l l e  t he  r r l eas
fo r  he lp  f rom a  mo the r  o f  a  nen ta l l y  i 1 l  young  man?
I  be l i eve  we  can  do  be t t e r ,  I  know  we  have  t o  t r y .


